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The Si t~§\~ion in the N9rth of Ire land 

Backgroung 

The Governosnt of Ireland have consistently made known their views on 

the urgent need to end the Inany forms of discrimination practised in 

the North of Ireland. They have pointed to the intolerable conditions 

under which the minority in the area have laboured, conditions which 

became entrenched in the social structure of the Six Counties through 

the continued unnatural division of Ireland. OVer the last year, 

while the civil rights movement in the North gained increasing momentum, 

the Governnent stressed that reforms should not alone be 

promised but should be im~lemented without further delay or equivocation. 

The Governmont pressed their vicws with the authorities concerned and 

on tho 23rd AiJri1 the then 1\r1inister for Exte r nal Affairs, )'vIr. Frank Aiken, 

went to New York on the instructions of the Government to brief the 

Secretary-General of the United Nations fully on the situation in the 

~'J orth. Wi th the increase in inter-communul tension and widespread fe ars 

that tho promised reforms would be delayed or circumvented, the 

apprehensions of the Government grew. 

~Enmentfs W'§'f.Dinq about 12,111 August 

ThG Gov2rnment's f e& rs in recent we eks wore accentuated by the reports 

of tho likelihood of an escalation of tension in Derry city. On the 

1st August tho ~inistor for External Affairs, Dr. Patrick Hillery, went 

to London to S8(j the Bri tish Foreign und Comrnonwea 1 th Secretary in order 

to bring to his attention the Government's grave concern at the possibilit~ 

of widespread disorder and bloodshed during the Apprentice Boys' Parade 

in Derry on the 12th August. The dinister pointed out that the holding 

of the parade would be provocative in the extreue in view of the very 

tense situation nlr0cd y existing in the city. He urged on behalf of the 

GovernQont of Iroland that the ma rch ,hould be cancolled or at least 

restricted to 8 safe route. He also urged that if~ despite the 

Governm0nt's views, the march Was allowed t2ke place it should be 

li~ited to the usual sQall number of bands (about 17) instead of 

permitting over 70 b~nds to ~articip2te ~s proposed. 

The/ 
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The Minister w~s informed that the parade would be allowed to 

t 2ko pl ace on the grounds that the authorities were in full control 

of the situation. 

Brookdown of l aw nnd order in the North 

2videnc e of the sound basis of the Governmentts appr ehension was 

shown by tho increasing ~ol a ris2 tion of the two social groups in 

tho E12jor ci ties and towns in the North. On the 3rd August there 

W2 S riotiog in Be lf~ st and at least 80 people were injured. In the 

succeeding d~ ys C2tholic f amilies wore forced to leave thGir homes 

in Belfast ~nd elsewhere . 

I n spite of nddition8l urgent appeals made to the stormont Cabinet 

by civil rights9 po litica l nnd other minority leaders, the Apprentice 

Boys! Parade t ook pl ace in Derry on the 12th August Unionist members ' 

o f P0 rlianlcnt participc t ed with the ap;:>roval of the authorities. 

This extreme ly ~rovoc 2 tive pa r ade ' in a predominantly nati onalist city 

wa s f oll owed by ri oting on an unpr ecedented scale. Ri oting continued f or 

three days and l od t o a c om~lGte breakdown of law and order. On the 

night of the 12th August l ar ge nUQbors of civilians and ~olice (R.U.C.) 

were injured. For t he first time Gver in Brita in or Ireland the ~olice 

us co t ea r-gas in ri ot control. 

T2.o isoach's stat£ill£ll! 

On the evaning of 13th hugust tho Ta oiseach (Prime Mi nister), ~~. J ohn Lynch~ 

s ~okQ to the nation on Radi o and Te l ovision on the situ~ ti on in the North~ 

The m~ in po ints in his addr ess were:-

The Irish peop l e throughout Ireland havo expre ssed their concern 

nt the r ecent tr2gic events in Derry and elsowhere in the I\Jorth. 

This conc orn is heightened by the replacement of the spirit of 

reform and i nter-communul Co-o~)cration by the forces of sectari anism 

and 0rejudice. The Government and ~eople are apprehensive of the 

future . The Government have been patient and restra ined over several 

months l)a st. 

The/ 

...... 
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The views of the Gov~rnmont were made known to tho British 

Government and care taken not to exacerbate the position but 

the ~rGsent situation cannot be allowed to continue. 

The Stormont Government evidently is no longer in control of 

the situation which is the inevitable outcome of policios 

~ursued for dQc~dos by t hem. The Governmo nt of Iroland can no 

longer stand by. 

It is obvious th2t the R.U.Co is no longer accopted as an 

impartial ~olicc forco. 

The employment of British troops is unacceptable and not 

likoly t o rostore ~eaccful conditions. 

Tho Government of Ireland have requosted tho British Government 

to apply to tho United nations for urgent despatch of pC2,cG-keGping 

force to the Six Counties and the Irish Permanent ReprosontativG 

to the United Ikl tion ho. s been instructed to inform t he Socrctary­

General of this r equest. 

The British Governmont havG been 2sked to S0e that police attacks 

on the PGop le of Dorry coase i ramedi2toly. 

Ma ny injured do not wish to be troe.ted in Six County hos ;)itals 

so Irish hrQy authorities have been instructed to establish 

field hospita ls in Donoga l ~ nd other po ints on the Border where 

neCoss Qry. 

Recognising that r ounification of IrGland provided the only 

perma nent solution of the probl oQ, the Government intend to 

requJst the British Govornocnt to enter into early negotiati ons 

to r aview the ) r osont constitutiona l position of tho Six CountiG~~ 

1.11 pr ay th2t the :)r esont situ2tion will not doteriorate but 

and soon by granting all in tho Six County area full equality 

of citi zenship nnd by tho evontual r ostor2tion of the historic 

unity of our country. 

Continued/ 
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gontinued doterioration.. of the si1,u2tion 

On the 13th hugust the situation continued to do t erior2te in Derry, 

pr rticularly when the police tried to forc e their way into thG 

Bogside 2r oa . Tho ~olice continued to uge t ea r gas; a part of the 

city Wus set on firo. Ri oting s) rG'c'Id acras's the i'~orth to Dungiven, 

Bnniskill en, Stru ba ne ,DungG nnon~ OmZ' gh, Coalisl c. nd, Newry, Lurgan, 

00d Belfost. Tho authorities call ed into action the Ulster Spocial 

Const3bul<1ry (B Specia ls) numbering about 10,000 heavily armed men. 

The f ears of the Government of Ireland wer e ~roved only too well 

founded. The com; lete breakdown in confidGncG between a section of 

the ) opulntion and the )01ic 2 ~ 0nd the use of tho B Specials~ ~ n 

armed ) artisan force, hod l ed to the stage whore British troops 

ultim2 tely h c. d to intervene . 

NGxt day at the request of the stor~ont authorities the British 

GovornQent sent in troops on the grounds that tho United KingdoQ Gov.ernment 

has ultimato responsibility for the pr ot ection of those who live in Northern 

Ireland "wben as on this oc·casion the broilk<r<odown of law and order has occurred ff e 

On the instructions of the GovernDcnt~ the Uinister for External 

hffairs~ D~. Hillory, went to London ngain on hugust 15th. He 

saw Lord Chalfont Dnd Gx~ressed the GovornQcntts grave conc orn at 

the situ2tion. He ~ut forward the Government's ;ro~os a ls for a 

solution to tho i l.1!Jcdi2t o ~,; robl em; oi ther 2: Uni tod N2tions peace­

keeping force or a joint Irish/British f orce. The usc of British 

troo ps wcs not 2cce; table to the Irish Govornment. Once tho British 

troops wero withdr awn, ther e had to be an a lt~rna tive to a roturn 

to the situc:tion vvher e the polic G ~ and the liB Speciolsn would sim~) ly 

attack one section of the comnunity. 

With/ 
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With reg2rd to the long-term situation, Dr. Hillery put forward the 

Governmonts view that there should be consultations between the 

Irish and British Governments on the constitutional position of 

the North. These ~ro~osals, were rejected. 

Dr. Hillery made two further suggestions to the British Government 

which were not r oj octed out of hand. They were the introduction of 

immodioto dnd significant reforras in the field of civil rights and 

the disarming and disbanding of the B Specials. 

Str0et fighting t n the North 

On the 14th hugust tho violence intensified. Large-scale street 

fighting broke out in Be lfast, hrmagh, Newry, Portadown and other 

~orth0 rn centres. In Derry agrooment was reached between tho 

comninity l e& dcrs 2nd the British troops. Police ond B Specia lS 

withdrew. hn uneasy peace was r estored. The Bogside area was 

cordoned off~ but not entered by the troops. 

In Bolf2st bitter fighting was ~rovoked by the use of the 

tiD Speci e: ls". Hospitals reported large numbers of casualties and at 

l oo st six peopl e wer e shot dea d during the fighting, five in 

Belfast and ono in hrm~gh. On the following day fighting continued 
OVGr 400 

in Belfast nod/c asualties wor e trea ted in hospital~ many for gun 

shot wonds. British troops were 2gain introduced in their sGcond 

m2 jor involvoQont t o r 0storG l aw and order in the North. h furthGr 

600 were flown in f r or.l Englund. 

hppea l to the United N~ tions 

Because the British GOVGrnoont r e fused to request a United Nations 

P00ce-kooping Forco or to consider 2 joint Irish/British Pe2 c e~ 

keoping Forc e , the Government of Ire land decided that the situation 

in the North of Ire l and should be urgently raisod with tho United 

NCltions SJcuri ty Council, and that a r oquest be mDde direct to th2.t 

body for a Un i t od N~ tioos Pe2ce-keeping Force. 

The/ 
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The: J\Ainister for Extornal I~ffairs, Dr·_ Hillery, left DUbLin for 

Now York on tho 16th August in ordGr to meet the United Nations 

SGcretL\ ry-Gen2ra l~ U·Thant, . with a view to inscribing the question 

on tho agenda of tho Security Counc.il. 

Defence Force mobilisation 

l~ s a rosul t of the Government f s docision~ announced by the 

Taoisoach (Prime Minister ) in his brondcast on 13th hUgust9 

tho Irish hrmy ~Gdical Cor~ s established five field hospita ls and 

two r e fug oo centres in Bordor areas. Thos e were set up as a 

~ractic 2 l and humane act to care for ~efugee s and to trea t those 

injured in the North who do not wish to be trea ted in Six County 

hos pita ls and who f OQ r arrest. The hos pitals heve to-d2te 

treC1ted •••• o ••• peOi)le ••• goO people 2r~~·being · c a·red for in theI:efugee 

centresc The ~inister for Finance is making funds avai12ble for 

the reli ef of victims of the disturb2nces. The jlinister has held 

discussions with rhe Irish Red Cross. 

On the 16th I.ugust mobilis2tion of the First Line Roserve of 

the De f ence Forces wns Quthorised in order that sufficient forces would 

bo 2v~ i1 2b le for ) Goco-keeping 2nd domestic duties. It is the 

strong dosire of the Irish Government that Irish troops should 

~2 rtici ~& to in whatever type of p02 ce-k2oping forc e may bo dGcided on. 
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