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P. R . 33/69 
R. 2/4 ! 

Confidential. 

An Runal, 

!lortbel'n Ireland; 

An Rbinn Gnotha! Eaoht ra.cha. 

AMBASAID NA HEIRE.ANN 

E :M::BASSY OF IRELAND 

WASHINGTON, D. G. 

28 August, 1969 . 

State Dep.arlment Reaotioe-. 

Assist,ant Secretary Sean Ron an 

Further t o my cable number 1 59 of 26 ,A~gusti 1969 i n 

connection with reoent events in Northern Ireland, I have th·~ 

honour t o enclose herewith th text of t h.e State Department ,Not 

dat d 26 August, 1969 received in repl y to my demarche of l S 

August , 1969 which was made on t he i nst ructions ot t he Department 

contained i n yout' cable 13,9 . You will ,observe t ha,t while. 

expressing distress at t he human s /uffering in - ed in t he present 

s ituat i on in the Six Countie the Note states that ti the Gover nment 

o·t t he Uni ·ted states has no appropriate basis t o intervene with 

regar d to the domestic political situation or civil dist.urbances 

in other sove:reign countries'l T'his in effect aocepts the 

British contention that the situation i ,e an i nternal Br'ltish 

matter. 

2 . A.ccompanied by Mr . John Lawton, Third 'Sec'retary, I went 

to th .State Depart ont at 4 ,p .m. on 26 August, 1 969' at the 

r " uest of tIr. Geor ge S . Sprin t en , Deputy Assistant Secreta r y 

fo·r European Affair s . The ureau of Europe.an Affair s is i n t he, 

eh r of Ass i stant Secretar rtin J . Hillenbrand , who i s a a · 

at t he mom.ent and Mr . Sprin s te n. i s Deputy Assistant Secreta r y 

in the Bureau for some three years past . Mr . )iortimer D. Gol dstein, 
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_t\MB ASAID NA H E IREANN 

EMBA S S Y OF I RELAN D 

WASHINGT ON, D. C. 

... 2 .. 

untry i:rector for Ireland , conducted us to Mr" Sprin steen ' s 

of ic an r i ri t h int .r ie . 

Mr . Springsteen began by sayi ng that he had asked m 

to call t s h t I could receive the repl of the U. S . 

whic I ha ' ·. aned to Acting S~cretary of 

St te Johnson on 15 Au t, 196;9 about the Irish Government ' s 

r quest for U.S . support for i ts proposals a r isi ng out of' the 

cri i i North rnlr land (vide. my report P . R. 31/69) . Mr . 

S ringstee t e ha ded m the Note . Havin rea 1t, I sai , 

OU ,d co _ unict t. reply to th Gov rnment . I thanke 

• Springstee.n for t exressio 0 sympathy in the ote it 

t h victim of the vi~ ... ""e' in th , Six C'ount.ie • I ,added, 

ho ever , that I ad h d for a ifferent e pi an no ho ,ed 

t h t.. the Ii ht r e information a cha ing s i tu t ." on 

t h U.S . Govel' ould b able t r ~cons er the tte late ~ 

r . S ri teen s i tha.t t h e U . .' Government ere reI! ved t o 

e t h e signs of peace in recent days a.n they hope d t h t thi 

d cont,inne . H entioned di~cr' inatiQn in Jobs , ousing 

franchi se, concedin li,ei ly that these w re rievano ' 

to be re die. ai th t t e hi.story of orther Irel nd 

c it esta 1ishm nt haa been .period . of pace inter,rupted 

by 0 tbre ks of viol nce, t t this t the rift i th community 
~ :~ 

t er wa 'Vel' ee p 1 ha been kl11d and t hat it w s clear 

nt s luti as aIled for., s h d been pro osed b ' the 

r'sh • rime Mini t r, Mr . John Lynoh • 

r . S rin steen a r e d t at t h ~rouble as dee ut 

cIa! that the Unit e St tes as reatriete ' .... n what it coul do . 

gai t hat t h u t 1e was a poli tical one , simila~ to 

litical 1 ' h leb rece , e d Ameri an i e pe ece fro 
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AMBASA ID NA HEIREANN 

EMBASSY OF IRELAND 

W AS HINGTON , D. G. 

ritain, and coul n t b ttled. by 1 it oc me sure • 

At t h time 0 . t . Bo ton T P rt 1 s t xatio r more 

p esentatio f r A. rica . Quld not h ve provide a efinitiv 
'. .. 

s lution ·is- - vi En 1 nd . Independenc rom En 1 nd was the 

$,olut i n then . 

" 

Mr . Gol tein, ho i also Cou try Director for' .reat 

Brit · i , r f ·er .d t 
,I 

t h t , st e t ification 
, 

f t c untry bei t ult at .s 1 tion and aid t at thi 

v 'ry difficult 0 att inme ,tavin r I'd t o t h for 

ass .ranees g1v n by' th ritish in 19 .. . T e s i tuation was t at 

" ritain woul d not chan t e cQ.nst i tutional ' status of' the North 

wit out t~e oonse~t 0 the ' duly elected legi slature i n that ar 

He asked, in thes,e c 'ircwnstnces, 0 lon it woul take. to brj,ng 

ut a sol ution . 

,6 . I 'comm nte th t . t h e itu tl.on wa continually can i ng; . '· 

The ap of t he f Br ·itish possessions had changed a lot 
\ 

i 2 or 30 y r and ny t ·hin that seem tmpo s i ble then we~e 

qui t fe sibl an ccept ble by Britai n an . others . 

I s id I hoped th U. 8 .. a th riti Iii woul cont ., , ue to k e p the 
. , ~ 

III tter under 'revia . a d t at they wo 1 be able to reconsider .'thei 

ttitude in the futur e i the light 0 ' addi ti,onal informat ion . 

' r . Springsteen a ree t at they would wate the situation . at 

t future wi ll rin , e'1 . ee t" he ,said . 

At thi int Mr . ,. pl"igsteen ref err d to press re ort.s 

bout t e i n rase 0 , staff t te Embassy a d Consulates 

1nclu p $ of i cer . co fi r ed that thi a so but sa! 

,that t .' offie re not r c r u i ted from pr ivat e in u t r y 
\ 

t 1oned) (as r~ S ri steen e t ir s i - Stat or ani at10n 
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E M B ASSY OF I RELAND 

WASHINGTON, D. G. 

- 4 -

like ord Failte an Aer Lin s . The object was to increase the flow 

f factual information , articularly in friendly countries . 

8 . At ' th ' conclusio t he ettn r . Gol dstei n i a ersonal 

aside ent10ned a critlcis rom ,Civil Rights man Mr . J. Bryan 

Gc:irrett) 'of: which he 'ha hea dto t he ,effect tha t the . am h;let 

" v pue~d by the International Conunission of Jurist ex'aggerate in 

eseribing ,Northern I Ireland 'totall.t ri n , "and a police' stat . 
, 

1' . Lawto 's 'ugg sted ' ~hat art 'of · t 'he answer t o t hat criticism coul 

be foun in the, ,bookl et on t he Burntollet. Ambu.sh by Bowe's E ~n 

and Vine nt ~leCo .. a~k, 

Spring.steen Jand Mr . G , 

ten iI, e d me~o~~nduml 

co of which ,we 1 tt with bot h Mr . 

stei toget,ber wtth the Depart.ent' B 

n t h Sit , t , on i ,n t he, Nort'h of 'ireland . 
I • 

~he a t mos pher , of the d is uss!onwa '~ie'n<;l,ly tbr ugh out '. 

M· e L~wton nor I m d r,efer.enc~ t o Con r essional act ion 

,sue . as the Eilbe ( , cable number 153) . 

The cr, ei ~ , point ' s ·ee s to to get t he sup,po,rt , of the Sxecutive. arm 

I 

o · th U.S. GQvernment i n t h',! ' instanoe ea·ns the Stte 

De ~te u , ,- r the Irish Go ernment ts current , 

co, c 'ete proposal ' . It ts t h JBxecutiv" for example ," w iGh instruct 

elegati n at the United' , at·~ons . , l;t' seem pr ent' t herefore t o 

r ct,' the St~te Dep rt , nt' s sensitiv~ty i Ii relation t o Congre'ss. 

This eek t h fun -r i in to r of Miss Ber a etta Devlin, 

, ,. ' . is, ke·e ~ng A)1lerica tt t some extent on NOJ'ther Ire an 

p r ss oover 0 t same scale as d ring t 

i i t 's p ea an e a n te , n ~ last we Ninety p r 

ce t of the content of h 1 it et oc a ions, as dist ct 

f r ro pt u ad r sQes t 1ck ;. see s t E, 0 fr ur 

o1nt of vi.ew as y hav 0 er e d from t h tape whic I de 
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influe Q , 

c angi g . 

th t lUlspoken 

v i 
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AMBAS AID NA HEIREANN 

EMBAS SY OF I RELAND 

WASHINGTON, D. G. 

wit . • B . S . last 'S 

ugu t, 1 6 • 

ay a 

t t un e 01; f 

i n ,t ho 

a t 

i so ethi n like a 

i t h t Ire .d 

ritish s her e ·f 

t k lot of 

Ch r ' fAffaires a . i . 
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