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12th September 1969

lear Lecretary

In reply to your letter of the 10th instant, I give below,
as reguested, mny pereonal views as to shat the policy or
aim of the Covernment should be in reletiocn to the north
of Irelund in the ilizht of regent developments,

In general, I think that the elm should be to ensure that
the policy we adopt will not impede iLhe speedy introduction
of' ihe necessary reforms in the north of Ireland, vize

eivil rights, univeresl frenchise in local electionsy
sbolition of gerrymsndering, refovm of police snd security
foreess Althougch we s'e ccnvinced that the Pertition

of Irelend is basic to Lhe present unrest in the &4x
Counties, this view has been rejected by the IDritish
Covernment and by the majority of wolleinfo:med commentators
herej constant reiterstion of the Partition fssue 18
reperded as commtituting en impediment to the speedy
introduction of the necessary reforms, snd ae 8 dlstrectiong
the lamediste sreet need is 40 ensure thet our ettitude

and statemente on Pertltion should not be seized upon

as & pretext m-[" tion end implementstion of

the reforms. Ve ur: mave our position cleaur in publie
stetenentes on the Pertition iceue, and perhaps it would

- be sdviseble to “play dowa"™ further references to thie

iecue 1n any public gtatementss In my view, continued
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re-sfiirmetion of our view on this issue could besome
progroesively more detrimentsl to our wbility te
execrelise influence with London snd Stormonts The view
here in politicsl snd Joummslietic circeles, even amongst
the most well-disposed, 1s that 1t is wnarealistic for
us to highlight the Pertition issue at the momenty

our doing so hes been regarded in some circles as
opportuniet snd provocetives Our sction in geliling wp
field hospitals slong the Border, snd im celling wp
the army reserves, and our bringing the guestion to the
United Ralions were aieo regerded in the asme lights

The decislion to raise ihe matter at the Sscurity Couneil,
end ihe further decision to a ply to heve the item
inserted on the sgendand the fortheoming UsN, Censral
Asgembly are regerded ag more anti-Pritich thaen smiieCtormont
Gecicionss “The Britiesh ettitude to the Uniied Netions
is not fevoursble, due, no cdoudbt, o0 UsN. atiltudes and
actiocns in relation to Cibralter, mu-) etes In

ny viempahould the ilem 'Th- situstion in the north of
Irelend™ be pleced on the Genorsl Assembly sgenis, the
emphasic in the documents to be submitted by ue ond

in the sdédresses at the Censrsl Asgeably should be on ithe
eivil-rights end reforme fssuss with only incidental
referencea to the Partition lssuse

In my view, we should, in pressing for the speedy
implemsntation of the necessery roforms in the north

of Irclend, not go se far ae teking the stiitude that Lhe
Slormont Covernment should be sbolisheds The sltornstive
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te the present Stormont Covermment is direet sonirol

from destminater, UOuch & change would, .n my opinion,

put the posalbility of an witimate solution of Psriiilion
much further ahesd, It would elso prevent ithe poseibility
of n solution on federsl lines, which we have already
more then once suggesteds I we oen use our influsnce

to heve ithe necessary veforme introduced, and a "reformed
Stormont™ esteblished, there would be the prospect of

the position of the sdmority deing substantislly improved,
end the prospect im ftime, even thyough sheer welght of
numbers, of the minorily inorcasing ite position and
influences

T think it would be advigable Tor a meeting to take
place betweon the Teolseach and Prime ¥inlster wilaom,
but { would recommend thet such & meeting should not be
regquested before the forthecoming return visit (October
8th=9th) of the Home Secretary to Delfast, snd belore
the evidence of Lhe results of the working parties set
up by the Home Secretery is svsilebles In informal
@éiscussions I hsve hod here with a junier Ninleter of the
Foreigh end Commonweelth Office, I have heen informed
that the ides of tripertite telks between Londom, Dublin
jend Belfsst is to be flosted, the talke, hosever, not
to take plege “"for & few monthe™s It wee also hinted
to me that it would be sdvisable for the Tsolsesch to
begin a correspondence with Prime Winister Jilcon
fmuedietely, so that eech would heve full knowledge of
the other's thinking before eny tripertite talke took
place, It wee further hinted to me thet ws should not
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gllow the guestion of the recognition of the exiating
regime in Northerm Irelsand to Ve & stumbling block te
such talks = the Lemess/U'Neill snd the Lynoh/0'Neill
meetings in Dublin end Pelfsgt hed not been praventied
bacususe of this question.

It is empheecised here that the Labour and Tory Parties
are in sgreement on the Dritish Covermment's present
policy on the¢ north of Ireland, Any “"interference”
from us, which would be regarded as jeopardising the
chancog of & seltlement of the present situation through
the Cellaghon messures, would be sreatly resented
particulerly, snd ovvicusly, by the Tory Party. It
muet be kept in mind in thie connsetion that there

is & distinet pomeibiliiy of the Tory Perly forming
the Government at the next Cenersl ilectlion. We
understand informelly from the Conservative Central
offiee that Tory Perty Headgusriers heve had little
or no corrésponlence or repregscntatlons Irom menders
of the Party, oven those of the extreme right. It

i pot anticipuiec chal the situstion in Horiherm
Ireland will be debsted either Ly way of & resclutiony
or the making ol s Perty stotement Crom the plaifomm,
at the Tory Party Conference coumencing im Brighton
on 8th Octobers On the other hand, Trom iniformal
contacts with Ladouwr Periy Headguericrs, we heve been
informed that e statoment on the situstien in the north
of Irelsnd, which will be debasted and voted om, will
be mede by the Home Secretary at the Lebour
Conference on 29th Uoptember, There is the
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possibiliiy slso of sn emergensy resclution being
plt’f' the Conference,which could, of course, contain
"more moat™ then the statement on the gusstion of
reforme and possibly aleo en incidentel refcrence to
the lseue of Partition, o sre keeping in touch with
Lebour Perty Healguarers in ithe matters

As regends our policy on informetion on the situstion
in the north of Ireiand, I should say that, se the

.[ Separtment 1s elready swsre, the distribution of the

| Gocuments "The situstion in the north of Irelend®

1: end "The atory ia plctures of the north's distrese"

| hee been regerded here ss snti-British, rether then

| Anti-Stormont, particularly, the second cocument, the
texi snd photographs of which were construed ss cesting
unwarrented ssporsions on the British troops. The
condemnations which hove appecred in newspspers such
&8 the Deily Telegreph, the Cusrdisn snd the Swun
of certaein sspeote of our putlieity campsign have
alse been expreasged in letters snd telephone celle te
the EZmbessy from mesbers of the public in Briteins
The London offices of some of the seui~itate spencies,
Gefep Aer Lingue, Dord PEilte snd Corss Trfchtfls
hsve expresae. conce:n shout these developments, he
effects of' the publicity cempaign, with whet sppesrs
to be an sati~British timge, could so sntsgonise
British people ss to affect the major cempsigns of
the Irish tourist, travel, export and industriel

developmenti sgencices
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I think that it is very important that our poliey
should positively assecist the British Covermment to
restore peace ond to push shesd with the necessary
reforms in ihe north of Irclend by encoursping the
minoritly to put their trust im Lthe efforts being made
by the British Covernment 0 sselsl them, et the senw
tims esphsesfelng our interest in undertaking to support
strongly, with the British Oovernment, the grievences
and complaintis of the mimority. If the British Lsbour
Government Tails to desl successfully with the present
erisis, 1t could be obliged to suspend the rule of
Stormont, end thereby “freeze™ the Six Countise into

e United Kingdom Irameworks. If metters were to develop
in this way, snd AT Lhe Conservative Perty returnsd to
powery, the possibility would erise of 2 much more hard —
line ani resctionary solution being proposeds

In giving my personsl views in thie matter, I have, «s
requosted by youy Rept in mind thst the eim of the
Irich Government should bLe atteinsble end scoeplsble
at home, and in Northern Irelsnd, snd sbroad, I doubt
that & policy which ie simed too dsliversiely at
securing the eventuel unification of Irelsnd, which,
at the same time, cen be regarded as en obstacle or
distrasction Lo the immedieste need of =wintsining pesace
and securing reforme, will bo scceptsble in Belfast op
abroads

Yours sincerely

J. G, MOLLOY

(J ¢ WOLLOY)
Ambacgador

Mr H J HeCann
Seerctery
- of Externsl AffTeirs
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