
 
 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2001/43/1382 

Title:  Letter from the Secretary of the Department of 

Foreign Affairs, to the Honorary Consul, 

Johannesburg, South Africa regarding 

coverage of situation in Northern Ireland on 

South African television 
Creation Date(s):  November, 1969 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   1 page 

Creator(s): Department of Foreign Affairs 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

 
 

DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland



DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland

Nov mb':r 1969 
Ii' 
~/ 

II 
;

1 f, 
1\ ' 

Hop~,rlryGOlt$ul 
J5~nne5bU~ 
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/I: ';~~~. ..~t.ful for your letier of 8 h September. Uh 6lne1osul'$ of SAOC 

/ ,/ n $ Itetn
1

' on broadca t by J •. au $, l~P. 
,/ tJ"J ./ 

/} Mr. B\lr~ is a unionist emb of the Belia'it Parlianlent. You will 
app:re'cilat that the rec n t exposure of tb dl$crl 1 nat ion pract 1 sed in 
Nrt,h~tn Irela ' tor pa: t 50 y rs h s b n aevere shoe.)e fer p opl 
llke • Burns who we , in t , It 1 in this inj'ustlce,. Those practises -
suetvtas. tbe ger.rymander'lng f 1 etc 1 boundaries, for the purpo.$ ,' of 
ob~l1nin9 und . ocratle cent 1 ole' 1 government area " diSCI" ml.nation 
.~ ·I mployment a housing 11 cat on etc. - have be, n autboritavely described 
;~hd condemned 1n the offIcial c 1$510n of inquiry s t up by capt. O'Neill 

x(\~hen h 'lie's Prl'me Mini ster ,ot 1 rt rn lrf!land ,and p c!1{ded over by t h 
vi /d1st.ing ished Seot clsn judg " Lord C ron. It, was th1 iscrim' natory 
/~~ "ime, ·nd the att ,mpts' to .upres d Geratic QPP'o$it i on to lthleh led 

/ to rlot d the eventtl 1 br kdownof' la 'f\d order in Northern ,Ireland. 

/
,v1. Tn intr , detton of far .... :r ae 1 9 r form,a a result of the int ervention 

',' of the Brit.ish gover . n't ho tops had 0 called in bee use of this 
;/1 breakdown of law and ord r, '1 t h 'clearest proof of the existenee of 
'.I previous dlscrimlnatlon. 

It is not UR 'xpeeted that s ought to find other scapegoats 
and inevitable perhaps th t uch ;y n as CGt1 unlst&. 8fUll'chist.$ etc. 
should be Named by t.ta in , n ttept to , move t clear responslbl.l1ty 
fr t e , elve. It ' as n,tl d ub partlcularypeinful for Mr. rn& to 
ha ' it I'ecogntsed that 3 of t ,he populatlon of Derry were&nabled .. as 
the Cameron ~ non 111ustr' t - to prov d the jor1ty of the Q'Orporatlon 
of til city of D rry to -:t y , , gerry a d r 'syst , .. th 
"extraordinary situation ' s, th C ron Repo,rt. called it, by which 8t 781 
vot ';r. eloces 12 repres nt tl s nd 14t429 el.ect s,. 

It 1$ right to ay t t $ t nt like those c'f .. Bums do no repres·ent 
present r spc,ftslbl union! t opinion. 

No doubt this it til wet on 0 ny bra dcast on the ltuation. It would be' 
of Interest to have "cur brief 1mp~e$slon as to how the event I 1n the North 

re. in general. d It lth. I 19htentlon that nv newsp per's e.g­
London Ii eSt Guard! ,Le ond, Fr , furter All melne. Trotft (e'therland 
Pl'ote t ant) d(tr I t hershly lth th,l bog v-men use of non exist nt anarchists 
etc. as an 'xpl M·tion for t t a Ie ev nts in t Nott 

(. 0 f R.. 


