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DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

9th_Augqust, 1971

Statement issued by the Social Democratic and Labour Party
regarding the introducticn of internment without trial in
Northern Ireland.

We express our total ornosition to internment and regard it as
further proof of the total failure of the system of Government

in Northern Ireland, We also condemn outright the British
Government's action in clearly taking a coursc of repression, and
its sunport for thc discredited Unionist regime, a course which
has failed beforc andwill fail again.

We have taken the fcllowing decisions and call for the full support
cf the neople in their implomentation.

1)  We call on all who hold public positions in North-rn Ireland,
wheother elected or anpointed, to ¢xpress thcir opposition to
internment by immediatcly withdrawing from these positions, and to
announce their withdrawal publicly without delay, to give clezar
evidence that the system of Government sct up by the 1920 Act has
failed. ;

2) We call on the general public to participats in this protest
by immediately witholding all rents and ratcs. Wo expect 100¥
sunport from all cpponents of internment and all who are opposed
to the Unionist regime.

3) We will give full sumport to all organisations who call
meetings to oppcse intermment, and appeal for complete unity in
CVery area.

4) 'ic demand that the military r:.sume the task for which they
were sent here, namely the protoction of peonle and areas against
soctarian attacks in their homes pending a political solution.

5) e call on the '""estminster Government to suspend immediately
the system of government in operation in Northorn Ireland in view
of its absolute failure to nrovide peace, justice and stability
in Northern Ireland, and to commencc immediately talks on naw
political and constitutional arrangemcnts.

6) “le will sond immediately reprcsentatives to Westminster and
to Dublin to exorcss our views.

At this time of grave crisis, in order to prevent any further
serious loss of life, we call on all who support us to stand firm
and disciplincd behind us. e emphasise the neced for absolute
anity in all areas, and we pledge curs:lves to firm and determined
leadership in order to provide once and for all a political solution
to the problems of this country.
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