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statement iss~8d by the Social ~emocratic and Labour Party 
regarding the introducti on of internmont without trial in 
Northern Ireland. 

We express our total oDoosition to internment and reqard it as 
f t ~ oof of th t~t· c~_l f2ilure of the system of ~overnment .. UT :Ic-' r pr,." . . Co .A :. .. 

i n 1'.1 0 r t he: r n Ire 1 and. '. \! Gal soc 0 n d c'm n 0 u t rig h t t!i c Pr i tis h 
Government's action in clearly taking a co~rsc of repression, and 
its sup p 0 rtf or th e dis c red i t (' dUn i. 0 n i s t r E' 9 i me, a c 0 U r sew ~1 i c h 
has failed before and~ll fail again. 

We have taken the following decisions and call for tho full support 
of the people in their impl ementation. 

1 ) V! c call 0 n all Vv h 0 hoI d pub 1. .i c r 0 sit i C) n sin 1\1 0 r t hi; r n I r 01 and, 
whether elected or arpointod, to express th e ir opposition to 
internment by immQdia~cly withdrawing from these · positions, and to 
announce their withdr~wal rublicly without delay, to give clear 
evidence that tho system of Govornment sot up by the 1920 Act has 
failed. . 

2) 1"1(; callan the g(:neral p'Jblic to participat :~! in this prott~\st 
b y i m m c; d i a t 01 y wit hoI din gall r (? n t s 0 n d rat c s . ~l ~1 c C x p c c t 1 ()(f.i6 
suoport from all oppon ents of internment and all who are opposed 
to the Unionist regime. 

3 ) \.'. r e will g i v c f :.1 11 s 1J D P Or t t a all 0 r 9 ani sat ion s w ~1 a calI 
meetings to oppcsc internment, and appeal for complete unity in 
every area. 

4 ) ~ i C d (; man d t 11 a t the mil ita r y r c. s urn () the t ask for w ~-i i c h the y 
were sont here, namely the protoction of peonlo and areas against 
sectarian attacks in t!ioir homes pending a political solution. 

5) We calIon the ~ \; c stminstcr Government to susp (} nd immediately 
the system of governmont in operation in North:rn Ireland in view 
?f its absolute failure to rrovide peace, j~stice and stability 
l~ Northern Ireland, and to commence immediately talks on n2W 
political and constitutional arrangements. 

6) 1/'1e will send immediately representatives to \\festminster and 
to D~blin to exorass o~r views. 

At this time of grave crisis, in order to prevent any further 
serious loss of lifG, we callan all who support us to stand firm 
and dis c i p 1 inc d be h i n d us. \ .. ! e em c has i s (; the no c d f or a b sol ute 
'Jnity in all arGClS, and we pl(?dgo 'ours ',:lves to firm and det c?rmined 
leadership in order to provide once and for all a political solution 
to the problems of this country. 


