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BRITISH INFORMATION SERVICES 
Economic & Political Affairs Division 

August 15, 1969 POLICY STATEMENTS 

43/69. NORTHERN IRELAND 

Home2ffice statements ~ qf_Aug~st 
14 and 15.1. and statement ffr.om the 
Foreign and C_ommonwealth Offic~~ 
August 14 " 1~§2: 

Following a meeting between the Prime Ministe r, Mro Harold 
Wilson, and the Home Secretary, Mro James Callaghan, at sto Mawgan, 
Cornwall, on the afternoon of August 14, to discuss the situation in 
Northern Ireland, and a request for assistance received shortly after­
wards from the Northern Ireland Government, a statement was issued by 
the Home Office. This announced a limited operation to relieve a police 
force which had been continuously on duty in arduous conditions for 
more than 48 hours and to restore peace to the riot-torn city of 
Londonderryo Three hundred men of the Prince of Wales' Own Regiment 
of Yorkshire, who had been stationed in Ulster, were moved into the 
town immediatelye 

An airlift of 600 additional troops was scheduled to be carried 
out the following day, and troops were then moved into Belfast also*~~ 

The Home Office statement further reaffirmed British responsi­
bility for Northern Ireland, as an integral part of the United Kingdom& 
It read: 

"The Government of Northern Ireland has informed the 
United Kingdom Government that as a result of the 
severe and prolonged rioting in Londonderry it has 
no alternative but to ask for the assistance of the 
troops, at present stationed in Northern Ireland, to 
prevent breakdown of law and order o 

"After three days and two nights of continuous duty, 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary find it necessary to 
fall back on their police stations, thus exposing 
the citizens of Londonderry to the prospect of 
looting and of danger to lifee 

/HThe 000 

*·See p age 3" 
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if The United Kingdom Government has received assess­
ments of the situation from the Northern Ireland 
Government and the General Officer Commanding, 
Northern Ireland, and have agreed to this request, 
in order to restore order in Londonderry with the 
greatest possible s peed. 

"The GOC Northern Ireland has been instructed to take 
all the necessary steps, acting impartially between 
citizen and citizen, to restore law and ordere 
Troops will be withdrawn as soon as this is accom­
plishedo This is a limited ope ration and during it 
the troops will remain unde r direct and exclusive 
control of the GOC who will continue to be respon­
sible to the United Kingdom Government. 

tiThe Ireland Act of 1949 affirms that neithe r Northern 
Ireland nor an y part of it will in any event cease to 
be part of the United Kingdom without the consent of 
the Parliament of Northern Ireland and the United 
Kingdom Governme nt reaffirms the pledges previously 
given that this will remain the position so long as 
the people of Northern Ireland wishe 

"The United Kingdom Governme nt has ultimate res ponsi­
bility for the protection of those who live in 
Northern Ireland when, as on this occasion, a break­
down of lairJ and order has occurred & ?9 

A sta teme nt later from the Foreign and Commonwealth Off ice, issued 
in rep ly to a broadcast by the Prime Minister of the Republic of Ireland, 
Mro Lynch, stressed that events in Northe rn Ireland are an inte rnal 
mat t er and the refore not a ma tte r f or t h e United Nationso 

The stateme nt said, in p art: 

" Th e Governme nt /of the Uni ted Kingdom! tonight re­
affirmed that t hey hav e no intention o f departing 
from the p l e dge s p r e viously g ive n that Northe rn 
Irel and should not c eas e t o be a p art of the United 
Kingdom without t he c o nsent of the peo p l e of Nort hern 
Irel a ndooCl 

HAs to Mro Lynch's sug ge stion th a t the United Nations 
should be asked to a ppoint a p e ace-keeping force in 
Northe rn Irela nd, /the British7 Governme nt point out 
tha t Northern Irela nd is part-of the Unite d Kingdom 
and that the affairs of Northe rn Irel a nd are thus 
an inte rna l matte roH 
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/A second request, for troops to assist in restoring order 
in Belfast, was received on August 15. The Home Offic~ 
responded with the following statment: 

HThe Government of Northern Ireland has asked the 
United Kingdom Government for the assistance of 
troops to restore law and order in Belfast. 

"The UoK. Government has acceded to this request 
on the same terms as similar assistance was 
provided in Londonderry last night. 

"The Home Secretary said they were going to 
Belfast as friends of all the people in that 
city in order to ensure that if humanly possible 
there would be no further loss of life. 

"He has also sent to Northern Ireland this a.fter­
noon two senior police officers to observe the 
situation on his behalf and to report to him, 
and also to act as consultants to the Northern 
Ireland Government and the Royal Ulster 
Constabulary 000:':/ 

(Prevo Refo 27/69) 
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