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17 Croevenor Plsce
5 W13

LORTILENIL AL
13th April 1970

Dear Seeretary
I made a courtesy call on FPriday last on Mr BHeeley, dinister
for Lelences

#We talked Tirst of all shbout the results of the county
elections, and Mr Heslesy expressed himself se moderately
haypy with the outcome, He said that the borough elections
which are to take plece in cbout & month's tims, will be

a clesrer guide ae to how public opinion is moving, The

best pointer to the results of the Genersl Election will,
however, be the public opinion polls, and MHr Heeley expressed
himsgell ss reasconshly confident thet, by mic June, the margin
between the two main Parties will be down to tihwee or four
per cent, If this hsppens, ithe Prime Minister might e
strongly tempted to go for a June Genersl Llection, but

Mr Healey himself, snd many of his collesgues in the Usbinet
think that this would Dé unwiets He seid he would elmost
bet that the Genersl Election will teke place im Oclober,

It will be a Light contest, but he sces no reason why

Labour should not succeed in pulling 1t ol

To éelay the Hlection beyond Cectober would be unvise, «8
the gemersl economic stmosphere then iz likely to be such
as to ceuse a swing, indecd, msybe a sizeadble awing,
against the Governmeni, Incereasing coets and pricea
will begin to be Telt in the lale autumn, and there 1s
bound to be & considersble smount ol agitstica for

farther wage increasges,
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On the Northern Irecland situstion, Mr lHeeley did not hsve
much new to say, He expressed considerable zsympathy for
Genersl Freecland, but readily asdmitted thet, in the
Covernment's view, the Genersl had telked out of turne
There can be no gueetion of reducing the military strength
in the North whilc a serious threat to peece exists there,
There sre, at present, eight battalions in the Six Counties,
but one of these ic more or less supérnumerery in thst it
was put in to cope with the possibility of an emergency,
at a time when some of the military units in the Rorth
were being changed over,

Mr Healey seid that he would be very heppy to bé able to
pull some of the forcee out of the North at this time; as
there is & pressing need for them elsewhere, I7 an
atmosphere of reasonsble peace could be established in
the area shortly, and if there was a reasonsble sssursnce
of fairly pesceful conditions in the future, then he might
be asble to reduce the strength in the North to five
battelions in twelve months from now. That, however, may
be too much to hope for, end decisions on the strength
of the militery presence have, of course, to be taken

in the light of developments from day to daye.

e talked briefly sbout the pending bralwtim, anﬁl

lir Healey expressed the view that the election of Paislcy
to Stormont could not but be harmful. Hembership of
Stormont would _gi.ve Paisley = platform for his exireme
views and ;l:{mm.ng, which he has not got ai present,
and s a result, one could see a considerable growth in
support, at conetituency level, for the Right-wing of the

Unionist Party.
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Mr Healey talked too sbout his Irish ancestiry, and clsimed
to heave msny relstives in County Mayo, and in areas around
the Border, He said he receives lots of letiers from them
now, but that they ell ignored his existence until he

became & person of some importance in Government,

Yours sincerely

Donel O0'Sulliven
Ambassador

H J HeCann Esqe

decretary
Depsrtment of Externel Affairs

Dublin 2
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