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fonfidened i
May lat 1970

Seoretary
Department of Fxlernal Affalrs

I nade 2 courtesy call this morming on Six Alec Douglase
Home, Hie original intention was ¢ recelve me aof 10,30
at his London apartment but his seerctawy telephoned
yesserday evening to say that it may be neceassry et the
laat mimmbe to change the verue t¢ the House of Jommons
an 94y Aloe may be speaking on the Cambodian situation
areund 11 a'elock or shortly after, As i1t happened, no
gall oame $o the Swhbasay from Sir Aleo's secrotary but
this was due o0 the fact that the lines here were completely
jammed with Press ingquirdes about teday's Dally Mirror
repors, In the ciroumstancen, I decided to procecd on
time %o Sir Alce's apsriment only te find that he had
elrendy loft for the louse of Commona, By the time I
reschad his office there I wae a litile late for my
appolntnent whieh mesnt that our eomversation hald %o be
soorter than elther of us wanted,

He received me in a most {riendly menner and sturted off
by saying that he sineerely hoped there was no subatance
in the regort relating to me which he understood appeared
in one of this moening's papers, I told him of the
ingident «t the Embassy on Wednesday and said that since
then we have been tuking the neosssary pressutions and
have besn receiving the Mllest poasidble co-operation from
Seotland Taxd.
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Prom this we moved %6 & general disoussion of the Forth
of Irolond situstion. Sir Ales soid that the arrival

in Stormont of Palsley and Peattie creates, in his view,
quite & new situstion in the area, Hs desorided Puialey
as "a moot sindster man” and sald that his presence in
Stormont ean ounly lead to further trouble., Vhen I
renarked that the situation there is prodadbly now a good
deal more monacing than =t any time since Aungust last,
he told me that this is strongly his om perscnal view
ané that he is gwuite convinced that the extreme elenents
will be oud on the sirests again in the near futuve,

fie thought thai Londor may kave no aliernative $o
"sdopting & mere far resghing spproagh® in the near
future to the mansgoment of the Northorn situation
becouse the suooess of Paisley and Beattie, in his view,
is bound to encourage quite a swing to the Right at
constituensy level and this may have to bhe roflected in
the attitude of the Covernment at Stormont.

He sodd he wished me ¢o Ynow that the Conscrvative Farty
is very strongly %ehind the Government here in the action
which the Covernment has taken in relation to the Moxth.
Above all, the Congervatives would like to sce the
paximua prograss made in the implementation of reforms
but he would not exclude the possibility of some slowing
down in thds Yecause of pressure f{rom Righteat elouenta
in the Stormont Govermment, Any slackening in the pace
of reform would be disastrous ss it would be the surest
moans of bringing "resctionary elements" on o the
streets again.
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Te touched briefly on the question of the bulld-up of
crms in private hands, He said his information is that
this has become a very serious problem, porticularly over
the past six monthe, and ho had, in fact, been wondoring
of late whethey the Amay =ud the lolice Authorities ia
the Yorth had been doing enough to cheak the arms
situation and to ensure the handing over of weapens in
private hands, His Farty had resson to belleve that
srme weare gebting inte the North from z ceniral Europesn
souree both to the IRA and to the UVP, This was an
irteresting oomument f{rom Jir Ale¢ in that it corresponded
with information given $o us here yssterday hy a certain
jomynalist who has beex ocur informent on o somewhat
reluted matier.

Sir Alec sleo made an odligue veference to the necessity
to ensure that the Army in the Worth “has ito heart in
the job". He sald he hed dYweerd Jdisturbing rumours to
the offegt that moraie in certain parts of the Army there
hqu”lwaadmtdileipmxna’h;wiﬂuom
enforcesble now in the Army as 1t was months ago. ig
this were the ouse, it would be very sad indeed insofay
as the overall situation ls concerned,

At this point, he changed very abmptly te¢ the Ccimmon
Harket and I em gending & seperate note on his remarks
in thet regard.
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