
 
 

NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2001/43/1410 

Title:  Memo from F. O’Riordan, Department of 

External Affairs, to all missions, regarding 

Orange Order parades in Northern Ireland 
Creation Date(s):  30 June, 1970 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   2 pages 

Creator(s): Department of Foreign Affairs 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

 
 

DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland



DFA/5 Department of Foreign Affairs

© National Archives, Ireland

Tclef6n 
Telephone 5297 1 

S eol aon fhr eagra chun:­
(Ar' ',,!ss a n' ~ply to :-) 

AN RUNAI 
(The Secretary) 

faoin uimhir seo:­
( quoting:-) 

All Mi s s io ns 

.0. n R01 TIll 5n Ot.o. f e.o.CtR.o.c.o. 

Department of External Affairs, 

f 
\') 

b.o.1Le '&t.o. CU.o.t 2 

Dublin, 2. 

As you will know a pe r pet u1alf eature in the esca l ation of tension to 
riot situation in the Nor th has bee n the constant Orans e parading . 
The Taois each has mentioned t hese provoca t ive parades in his week­
e nd st atements cabl ed to you . 

Last ye ar there wer e in allover 1300 parades by the Orang c Ord er 
and its various affi l iates . A statement is attached . A Qr eat 
number of t hese parades cannot, in any sense, be considered to be 
traditional parades. In thi s context you will r ememb er the remarks 
of t he Camer on Commissi on on various bogus parades e .g . para. 42 on 
a suppos ed Appr ent ic e Boys parade which the Cameron Commi s sion found 
wa s not a ge nuine annua l event but mere ly an obs t ruc t ion tactic to 
preve nt a Civil Ri ghts meeting . See also para. 77-78. 

The parade l ast Saturday which was the i mmediate occasion of riot, 
many death s and great destruction of property was another such bogus 
event. It wa s hel d t o celebrate the 14th (Sic) a nniversary of the 
opening of an Orange Hall . It was in fact one of the many such 
"traditional " events which have been inven t ed in re cent years y with 
provocative int ent. 

The Orange Order has, of course y officia l connection with the Unionist 
party and government . The Unionist Council wh i ch cont r ols the Unionist 
Party r e serves one-sixth of its seats spe ci fic ally for the Ora nge Order. 
It is difficul t for a Uni onist to r ece ive nomination as a ca ndidate unle ss 
he is a member and almost all members of Unionis t governments have be l onged 
to the Orange Order, as does Maj or Chichest er-Cl ark (in this conne ction 
pages 34- 36 of the Quake r pamphlet Orange and Green of which you have 
copies is informative) • . 
The Camer on Commission para . 153- 154 found~ -

"That the Orange Order does in fact exercise i nfluenc e wit hin the Unionist 
Party does not admit of any r ea l doubt . The moder ate views expres sed by 
hiShly placed l eaders of t he Order no doubt embody adm irabl e a spirations, 
but here agai n, the furthe r f r om the he i s hts of l eadershi p the l ess 
moderate the expr ess ion of view or exerc is e of power and influence . The 
purpose and ideal of t he Uni onist Par t y is both to maintain a Union and 
promote unity in a divided community. How, it may be ask ed , can unity be 
effectively promoted by a party in which divisive influences can still 
oper ate to such effect as the evidence wh ich we have hea rd so amply 
demonstrates? Th ese fears , belie fs , appr ehensions and inhibitions all 
play and have for l ong p l aye d, a critical and unfor tunate part in ke eping 
alive and id entifying sectarian and pol itical divisions in t he community 
and have undoubtedly provided a directly causative e l ement in the disorders, 
disturbances and agitat ions which we ar e called upon to investigate . 

We record thE fact; what r emed i es for this state of affairs, if any , can 
or should be app lied by wis e and cour ageous l eadershi p is a que stion which 
1 ies outside our terms of r efer ence . It 
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Or anqe Par ad_e ~ 

(St ormont Repor t) 

(\ 
/ . Mr . Hume asked the IV\in is ter of Home Affai.r s i f he wil l 

state t he number of parades , march es or proces si on s by 

the Orange Or der , the Appr entice Boys and Bl ack Prec eptor y 

I ns titutions wh i ch took place i n 1968 . 

Mr . Port er : I n 1968 the total number of parades , marche s and 

proc essions by the org an i sations mentioned by the hone 

Member wer e ! 

Orange Or der 

Appr ent ic e Boys 

Royal Bl ack 
Pr ec eptory 

933 

130 

279 
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