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Tr anscri p t of I ntervi ew wi th the Northern Ire la nd Prime Minister, 
Mr. Brian Faul kner, on BBC Ra d i o Four. 

:'9 u JJS.D£I.. : I n t e r n me n t It h ink has be e n r e s p 0 n s i b 1 e f or b r in gin 9 
the g'Jnmen in t o t he fr ont . Inst e ad of t hem hi di ng beh ind a nd 
d oinq t he ir e xpl osive s a nd t he i r ot her d irt y wor k t hey h av e been 
br o~~ ht out n o~ i n dir ec t c onfr ont a t i on wi t h the s ecurity 
a uth 6rities and i f ther e ar e g~nme n ar o )nd t h i s is t he onl y way 
t o de a l wit h t hem . 

I.Qig£y.i~.~Qr. : But Y O'J d on Y t t h ink it s 9 0 i n 9 t o l e ad t 0 c om p I e tel y 
new cl as hes betwe en Prot 2s t ant and ~ a t~ a lic ? 

Fa~lkn e r: I s e e n o rea s on why it sh oul d . I ma d e it v ery clear 
;'hen-;;;king my ann ou nc em ent abo ut internme nt t ha t I was v ery 
anxi ous t~ a t ever ybod y s ~ ou ld un derst a nd t ha t t ~i s i s n ot a drive 
a 9 a ins t the Cat h 01 icc omm '..1 nit yi n l'} 0 r th e r n Ire I and , f ar fr om it, 
this is a drive t o qe t t he g unmen out of t he c ommun ity and to 
render t hem a bs ol !J t ~ l y s t eri le. An d ma rk yo u I am a little bit 
s!Jr 0r ised a t t he reac ti on of k r . Lync h and Or. Hi l l ery and his 
COlle ag ue s t o t hi s. For inst ance th e De puty Prime Mi n i s t e r in 
the Republi c , Mr. Er sk i ne Ch ilder s , s a i d in J a nu ary of this ye ar 
on internment and l e t me j us t quote ~im . He s a i d : : if internment 
were t o b e i ntr oduce d in t he R e 0 ~b lic I believe it WOJ ld have the 
sup p 0 r t 0 f 8 C·' 0 f . the c 0 u n try : 1 • He s a id ;, i n 19 5 7 j 'J r i c' s \N e re 
being intimid at ed a nd t ha t i s a n e lement i n t he sit uati on when 
you have t o deDar t fr am th e ar d in ary c i v i l 1 av\( ; . He went on: 
:~ in 1957 t o 19 6 2 \tvh en we fi nal l y de c id ed on i nternme nt in the 
Re public we had a p eri od of alm os t comp lete Deac e f or years 
afterwa rds " . Th at' s Mr . Lynch's de p ut y . He s a id t ha t in Ja nuary 
of t his yea r and he wa s de ali ng with the s ame or gan i s ation that 
we are deal i ng with now - the I ris h Republ i ca n Ar my_ 

l!li'§'I.y.ig~§.I. : But VI! h y t h is abo u t f ac e d 0 y 0 'J t h ink ? 

E~g,lkD.gL ' I don' t k II 0 W • ls i n c ere 1 y h op e t h () t Dr. Hill e r y 
in London t oday in hi s d i s c us s i ons with Mr. Ma ud lin g will have 
utterl y condemned t he action of t he s e vile gunmen in Northe rn 
Ireland and will have assur ed t he Hom e Secr~t ary of the 
determin ation of ll/ r. Lynch and h is c olle ag ues to weed them out 
in the Republic and to mak e cert ain th a t th at i s not a s afe c lace 
for them to go after d oi ng t he ir d irt y work in Nort he rn Ire l and 
nor a safe pl ac e f or t he m- t o or gan i s e a nd tr a in a s t hey have been 
d oing a nd t hen proc ee d in g t o shoot our tr oop s and our de fence people 
and our civili ans on t h is s i de of t he b or der. -

lnitiy.i.§.~ e r: But are y a u pr e pa r C' d n ow t 0 s it a r a 'J n d the t ab 1 e vv i t h 
Mr. Lynch an d Mr. Pea t h? 

F a ~l k nsf. : My f i r s t p r i o r i t y i s pea c e . I a m ve r y pI e a s ed t hat 
Mr. Lynch's re pr ese nt a t ive , Dr. Hille r y, ha s gone t o t a l k t o Mr. 
Ma lJ.dling beca use any S'J 99c s t i ons t ha t he ca n ma ke about brin g ing 
this c amp ai gn of gu n l aw t ha t i s bein g tri ed in Nor t ~ern Ir el and 
to an end wil l be of gr ? a t hel p bu t peac e i s t he fi r s t pri ority. 

lo.i§.£y. i e ~I. : ~ U t w? '.) 1 d ~ t not iJ e 1 p t ol e ad t owa r d s pe a c e if y ou did 
get together 1n t r i part 1te t al ks - a ll thr ee of y ou? 

Ea1J 1 krr£:.r. : The ne e d a t t he m om e n t is ac t ion, and d r a s tic act ion 
against gu nmen. and I ' d be much more i mpr es s ed wi t h t he sincerity 
of t he peopl e 1f t hey were t ak i ng t ha t act ion on both sid es of the 
border in I r e la nd. 
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