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1« In a letter dated Sth September, 1969 the Permanent
Representative to the United Bations requested the Secretary-
Generzl under Rule 15 of the RMules of Progedure to include the
above question in the URGA sgenda as an item of an important
and urgent character. In accordance with Hule 20 of the Rules
of Procedure, an explanatory memorandum was attached. -

2. The item was accordingly placed on the UNGA provisional
egenda and was considered for imclusion on the 17th September
by the 25 member Ueneral Committee (Iteering Committee).

3. The offigcial documente of the meeting of the Ceneral Committee
have not yet come to hand but the accounts of the Irish correspon-
dents of the Irish Presse and the Irish Times from Hew York on the
proceedings may be relied upon subject to the fellowing.

4. Chile informally suggested st the meeting that more time was
required to consider inseription and that the item should be

ad journed. Nigeris proposed a formal oral motion that discussion
be suspended and that the item be discussed &t a later meeting at
the discretion of the President of the Genersl Assembly who is
ex officio President of the Generazl Committee. The Fresident of
the Cenerzl Assembly (¥iss Angie Brooke of lLiberia) adjourned the
meeting to 18th Septesber to deal with unfinished business. The
conclueion was drswn by the British delegation and some press
correspondents that the Irish item would be considered agein on
the 18th September, whereas the real josition was that discussion
of imnscription of our item was adjourned without a new date being

fizxed for its consideration.

S5 In the course of his statement Lord Caradon, the British
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Perarep, appealed to Dr. Hillery to consider whether it was not
in the best interests of all that the Irish applicetion be
withdrswn. If he did this, he would have uade & contribution to
pesge, stubility and reform as great as any could render. He
also suid that to press political debate and inflame opinion at
the UN could do great damsge and could prejudice and delay the

actions of his Coveranment in the matter of reforms.

6. Dr. Hillery accepted the spirit in which Lord Caradon's
appeal had been made but he would have to reflect for some time
ou the consequences of accepiing the appeal on the chances of
improving the situation in the North.

7. The position at present as regards inscription in the General
issenbly agenda is rather similar to the status of the item in

the Seourity Council, which is that in both cases attempts were
aade Lo place the item on the respective agendas but the _po‘ffotl.ngs
adjourned without taking decisions om our requests. |

8. Dr. iillery may well feel that to press inscription further
in the CGeneral Committee in the fage of Lord Caradon's appesal
may heve a damaging effect on our bilateral contacts with Hritain
on the Forth and the prospects of serious consultations or talks
with them on the subject. FHe would probadly slaso be hesitant %o
press the question if, as Lord Caradon hinted, this might affect
British pressures on the North as regaris reforms.

9. In the General Committee only the USSR spoke in favour of
inseription. Britaln no doudt would have some votes, mainly
Commonwealth, s ainst inscription and while we were also assured of
some support, the voting could have deen tight with many abatentions
- states not wishing to take eides againust either cne of two
countries with which they had friendly relations. I% is therefore
underatandable that Dr, Hillery would not wish also fto risk a
defeat on this question which might be interpreted as damaging

to our case. Dr, Hillery could, before the sesaion ends, re-open
the question in the Ceneral Committee bdut this is now regarded
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ae being unlikely.

10. There are other opportunities for action in the General
Assenbly e.g. Dr, Hillery can devote his Ueneral Debate spesch

on the 26th September to the North but no resolutions or voting
would be ianvolved. Alsco the question could be raised as a strictly
human rights question in the Third Committee in the context of
general items on religious disorimination and human rightas.

11, Some headlines in the newspapers e.g. that "UN move omn North
faile” are misleading as the question was nmot put to a vote.

Lord Caradon's appeal must be regaried as a very important element
in the situation and there are anywsy other possibilities of
ventilating the question in the Ceneral Assexbly before its present
session ends arcund mid-Deceunber.

12. The setion taken to date in the UN vis-a-vis the Security
Council and the General Assembly has been effective in bringing

the situstion in the Horth %o the notice of all US member

States (126). It hes aleo resulted in useful publiecity in
influential political and press circles and in the foreign and
domestic mase communications media. The degree of pressure exerclsed
by these actions on Britain muet aleo be regarded ce useful and
effective. To press the inscription question further in the Genersl
Assembly could well be counter-productive in the context of British
action in regurd to reforms in the Horth and bilateral consultations
or talks with us. Finslly, if the situation in the Horth deter-
iorated seriously again, it would be open to the GCovernzent to
reopen inseription in either the Security Council or the General
Assenbly and to obtain a further hearing without going as far as

to preas for a vote on inscription in elther case.
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