JUS/8: Crime and Security Division Department of Justice

NATIONAL ARCHIVES

IRELAND

Reference Code: 2001/61/1

Title: Garda statement by Colonel PJ Delaney,
Director of Military Intelligence, regarding an
alleged plot to import arms into Ireland.

Creation Date(s): 26 May, 1970

Level of description: Item

Extent and medium: 2 pages

Creator(s): Department of Justice

Access Conditions: Open

Copyright: National Archives, Ireland. May only be

reproduced with the written permission of the
Director of the National Archives.

© National Archives, Ireland



JUS/8: Crime and Security Division Department of Justice

Statement of Colonel P.J, Delaney, Director of Militery Intelligence.

I wes Commander of the Command end Staff School, Military College, Cumragh,
up teo 9th., April, 1970, 1 was attached to Intelligence Section from 9th.,
February, 1970, and I took over as Director of Military Intelligence on
10th., April, 1970, During the period from 9th., Februwary, 1970 to 1loth.,
April, 1970 I was underatudy to Colonel Michael Hefforon., In 1968/69 I met
Cgpt. James Kelly when he was ungergoing a Uommand and Staff course at my
behool in the Currmghe During that period Capt. Kelly belounged to the
Intelligence Bection of the Army.

Duriag the period of his coursé in the Curragh Capt. kally called to my
office one day and suld he wanted my advice with reference to his leaving
the Army. He stated that he wambed to teke up writing as a career, 1
advised him to romain in the Army at least uwntll nils gourse was completed.
He decided to do this, In Harch 1970 I was informed by Colonel Hefferon
that Capt. Lelly has submltted his application for retirement from tie Az
at about Christmas 1968. I do not know how this application was trested.
During the period Sth,, Februsry to 9th., April, 1970 Capt, Kelly did not

report to me or make my acquailntance, or give any account of his sotivitie
past, or present, to me. I saw him once in nis office during thzt pericd
but I had no conversgtion with him.

When 1 took over as Director of Intelligence on 10th., April, Capt. helly
did not repert to me, and did not pubsequentiy report to me until 28th.,
April when 1 ordsered him to do so. I uld not receive any brief on Ugpt.
Kelly's activities from Col. fiefferon at any time., I enguired from Col.
liefferon on numerous occasions as to what Capt. Kelly was datigg. 1 got the
reply that Cppt. Kelly was a veluable Staff Officer, and because of his
connections in Horthern Ireland he would be quite veluable 1lu ar emergencye.

He never informed me of Capt. Kelly's particular activities,

Oa 8th., April, 1070 I visdited the Minister for Defence - Mr Gibbous in his
Office mccompanied by Col. Hofferon. It was normsl practice for the incoming
Directdr to be introduced to the Minister. In the presemce of Col. Hefferon

1 wade a case to the jMinister to have Capt. Kelly transferred from the
Intelligence Sestion., My ressons with which the Minieter rsadily agreed
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Colonel Hefferon who wae present during this interview made no comment
on what I said to the Hinister, to the besi of my kuowledge., The four
reasons as stuted above were gleaned by me in consultation with members
of the Security Sub=Ssction.

Between 8th., April gnd 13th., aApril, 1970 the ilinister for Defenca
sndeavoured to nave Kelly secoanded to the Department of Agriculture as
an anti-pig smuggling Bxecutive, Ou 13th., April, 1970 Kelly submitted
a document ladicating his agreemment to secondment to Agriculitire.

This was three days after I took,over as Director of Intelligence. I
consideired that Kellyts dapafturo from Intelllgeuce Section was Row
Juminent, :

On 1l7th., April, 1970 Ugpt. Kelly ceme under notlice as being concerned
in an attempt to import arme from the Continent, and a Military and Gguda
investigation inte his activities began. By 23rd., April, 1970 Capt.
Kelly's secondment to agriculture had not masberislised, and I sgain sew
the hinister for Defence on this date. The Minister agreed that Kelly
should be moved from the Intellilgence Jection ilmmediately and be
transferred to an Infantry appointment,

On 27th., &pril, 1970 1 was informed by the Hindster that Capt. Kelly
was to ba tremaferred from Tntelligence Section on 28th., April, 1970,
This transfer wes carmled out accordingly. Capt. Kelly went on leave
ou 28th., April following his transfer. He applied for permission to
retire on 20th,, April, 1970, and wes granted permlssion to s retire &
as and from lst., kay, 1970, I have not seen Cept. Kelly since the
28th,, April, 1970.

Col., Hefferon retired om the 9th., April, 1970 end I bave not semu him
since he coilected his bslongings in the ofiice aboul that time.

buring late Amngust, September and October, 1960 Capt. Kelly reported im
from Lime to time; moast of his reports weut directly Lo Col. Hefferen
but occesionally mome little information was given to ®ecurity Sub-
Saction.

During Kovember, 1960 he had nc enntmct with Security Sub-Section excep
for one incident in mid-November, but visited Col., Hefferon otcasionally
in bis office. He visited Col, Hefferoh on sk average once a wealk, but
irregularly, during period November, 1969 to the eand of February, 1970,
He was on Annual Leave from the 30/1/7C to 1¥Z2/70. So far as it is
known he did not report at all during the Houth of Harch, 1870,

From 10th,, April, 1970 to 27th., April, 1970 he did not report at all,
puring tkis period, ms 1 lheve already etated efforis were made to have
him treasferred from the Intelligence Section,

This statement Lias beeu read over to me by Chief Bupt, Fleming and it

is correct.
Signed : P.J. Delaney. Coleonel.

Witness : John P. Fleming, Gh/ﬁupt.
Dgted this 26th., day of May, 1970,
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