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ATT~PTED IMPORTATION OF ARMS AT DUBLIN - MARCH/APRIL 197? '" 

Explanator.y Notes tor State Counsel trom Peter Berr.y, 
Secretar,y ot Department ot Justice. 

PART I 

; , 
, 0, 

( 

I have already drafted a statement, marked Pa~ II, as to events 

in 1969 and the early part of 1970 which goes to explain the background 

to my part in the events or 18th to 22nd April 1970. 

I have drafted a statement, marked Part III,' dealing with the 

period l8th/22nd April. 

I have also drafted a statement, marked Part IV" which explains , 
why in Februar,y 1969 a certificate as to cparacter was given b.y me, as 

Secretar.r ot the Department of JU$t1ce, to Albert Lu,kx. 

I have made a single page statement ot my telephone conversation 

with Mr. Haughey, ~iniBter tor Finance on Saturday, 18th April which 

has been witnessed by Chief-Superintendent Fleming and submlttedto 

the 'Attorney General. 

Questions that may arise In· the oourse of ' the trial in whlchmy 
I 

character and/or credibility may be put in question, 

It is well-kn~wn to principals in this case that I am an agnostic, 

that I seldom engage in ritualistic religious practioes except as 'a i 

courtesy to others ,(death and marriage .ceremonies). I may be 

challenged on taking an oath "to swear by Almighty God". It would be ' 

true for me to say fua t at very occasional times in ' the past 40 yea,rs '.: ' 
I: 

when J, have thought on the matter at all, I have had doubt,s about the 

non-existence of a Supreme Being. I could not truthfully say at the " 

, present time ' that I believe or disbelieve. I But I have a ~ode or 

, behaviour which requires an adherence to truth and ' the rule 'of law 

operating in, ou~ community. The question 1s: should I take an oath or ,; 

arrinn? Unless counsel were to advise "otherwise I should prefer to ' . 
i-z!!,- .~ , ~ , 

take the oath in the ordinary way and to _Ita the ohance:....t\1at I would 

not be questioned 'on that aspect. But it is largely a matter ot 

, indifference to me; ~nybody who matters to ' meknows ot my views. 
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, ,. 

, 
My re 10 tions' wi th l.'ir. 0 M6rain. 

" , 

I f I were ~ross-ciuestioncd about the propriety of (]c.dng over my 

l,tinisterfs hen~, direct to the T~oiseach with the account of Mr. 

Haughey's, conversation with me on Saturday, 18th April, I would 

oxplain the matter as recorded in Part II. [J..e. in relation to my 

1~1inister's illness and ment<ll abberations for some time nnd mi 

knowledge tha t in earlier 'months h,e had not comm~nicatcd inforril~tion 

of a somewhat similar kind (see Part III) to the Taoisc()cly l'.iy ' ' 

J .. I 

1· 

1 
j 

. I 
, I 

I 
'I 

t " t " 

intention would be to show that I had a deep respect and regard for my , I; 

signs in'creasing 'I . " Minister, Mr. 0 M6r6in, but that he had been showing 
, , I 

~s time 'II'tItt on) of illness on \'Jhich he obviously needed mepical help, 

(sudden rages ub~ut tri fles, complete forgetfulness of dir~ecti9ns '" 

which he had' (jivena day or two before, a complete ,lock of; interest 

in matters in which, earlier on, he had' been cleud keen etc,) etc. ~ 

excessive rcrspirtltion.) I should like it to be brought out 'that 

of. the fourteen Ministers for Justice whom I had served while 

continuously in the sccrettlJ'i<1t of the Department of Justice since 

20tb Janutlry 1927 (Kevin O'Higgins , was murdered on lOth July 1927), 

[;ir. 6 M6rc3:l0 r~ol~ed very high in my estimation. ·fjrom the 'time that 

I \'Jus appointed on 1st February 1936 to be private secrct~\ry to the" 

permanent Head of the Department I was close to the Gorb of policy 

making'; policy irhplcmenta tion (even during the periods 1948/51 and 

i954/57 when non':"Fianna Fail Governments VJere in ' power) down to the 

prescnt day;] 
r .. 1y relations with Mr.~hey 

I should like it to be brought out, if possible, that of Clil the 

Minis te~s for Jus tice tha t I hnd known I rogarded l"/~r. Haughey as the 

ablest .·nnd th~t it ~as n ple~sure , tome to serve under hi~ ' for 4 

years, thC1 t I fel t a very personal regurd towards him and tha tit 

v.'as a 'matterof gre;~t distress to me that on 18th /'~pril he · hnd tried 

to make me a party to his designs to illcgully import arms\-vhich it 

vtJas appnrent from his very convel~sa ti on LIIDocs the mun from l/iuyo 

know?y was not a ,matter of Government policy; that I felt ita 

I 
j. 
!'. 

· l·, 

, r· . i: 

" :' 
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Explanatory noto of eyonts leading up' to ~' attenptad" ':. ' ." .•... i 
. lnportatlon of Arms at Dub!.in. .. .. ,,' ' . . ! 

• • ~ I . ' . ; 

l \. " . , . . . ' 1' . , , . 
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,. ; . ' . . . , 

\ circulated to 'Gowmmeni 1n' July '1969 a COlq)rohonslw momo drDwlng 

I 

attonl:lon to gr~ve : devoloproonts in I.R.A. pollcy .and activity, explaining : 

;' : . the 11m1 ta tiOns on oUr lega 1 porion to de~l ..,1 til the 1.R .A. and cntain , . ' . 
. ' i 

" ~ . lines of action that might be taken. ' 
i ' 

•• ', f " 

2 • .. 1 On 14th August "follow1ng conoldoraUon of .tho grave 81 tuatlon in the . : /'.: 
'I ! 1 . " • . I • " • • " t : .. If 

. . ;. Six counties, tho ' GOVQ~nment decidod" '. lnte~ al10 (S936IN) I 4 \ . • , . ~> ':', . 
\ t · f , r ... . / " :." 

" ' .' "that a conmltteo comprising the SacrQtarl~s of the Depar·~·nt • .. / ;: .. :'; ... . ~ ' .~ .. .' 
... . , ~ . ' : .; . 

~ I 
.. I 

: ..... I . 

,," ; 
, .', I 

. : o~ J'uIUC9,' IbctGr~al Affair9~ Defence and . Local Govo~nt ·,l . . /- .. . :/ ··:- · 
" " • . ! 

should be set' up to koep the situation und8I',contlnuo~. review' 
" " 

I '. ', . , ., . 

and to advi •• tho Taoigeach on the matter". 

n", roalons why . t~ 'Conm1 tt.a~ were fo~d WaN never explained to roo ' .. ~ . . ; 

• I to , • ". ~ '" '. 

' ~"; :; but my Ministar did mention that it was set 'up on tho proposal of Mr~ ; ' .. : . . :1 ,: . 
. ,. . ' . '. . " . ' , . / , ., . 
. : i··. f ;. Haughoy. jJ ass\.lmQd that the eonmi ttoe wss .'to: . take . a role slmlJar ' to_; .. '/'::; .' !:. 

• ' J • ' . ' .' • • .' • • • ' . . " • • " . : .• ' . j ,' j:, i ." : ,: ' ~ 

that of a Conm1 ttee appointed by Government ' to deal wi th problQms of ,;: .: ';.' ;:<., . '. .. ', . 
~ .' ,; .. ': .' 

. . .. : the N.f.A~ . two year~. oarllorJ also porhDps to ·.keGp the TaolsoClcll 
. .. . .. 

" , '. , . 
, .. • , ); r I .~, ~ ~ ' .: " 

I . lnformd bocau9t of the holiday soason when other Mlnisters m1ght , .... . '.": . '.~ ." 
, • ' , 1 I • ~ I " ,~ , , • ~' ~ , 

. '~. ' be on hol1day.t7 nle first meeting. of the Conrtdtteo waG held on the .. '!',;<.-;.' ,;" . 
t ' ~ , ; ~ 

. /','( ;'. follovd.ng 'day and it wa!i agreed ' that the Connd.tteet·!l work Y/ould be in ~";, :.~ :t..' 
A' ,: . , ' : , , , ' t • ' ~": :( 

., :: .. ,1 . ;. oddlUon t.o and Would' 'not super90de ' thG existing dlro~!t 'cormamlcntion .... ," . .;- . 
~ I ' " ' !', 

! : ' '.;~! beb~aGn both the bGpartments ~f External Affairs and J~9tlcQ and thE) 

:'> TaolsQach on~t~d of lnmediQta concern to h1m.IJhis direct 

. I • 

. ' I 

: I; cormunlcation Wei8 rarely oxorc190d by the Socrotary of tho Department ot ;.-,..;. :; 
! ';, " , " . " . I ' , , ~ , 

·f . ':' ~ Ju9tiCO and 'only 1n ' tho torrporary ebsQr\cosof thG Mlnlatay_ In fact, ; .. ,~~. : :: 

~ .' the CoIlInl itat held ~l y two formal mea til'l<J s but ci~~:rdinQ tad ac U. vi UOI) .~" :: : 
: .::b·,·.'j ' · .' . . .• . . . . . '/ ." ,. :' ,' 

:"\," 'Iwaro set in B')tlcHt to doal wi·th the . housing. etc. ' of roftgeol fx-om llt1'08S .' '. , , . . 

: thG Dord~t on which the Local Authority, thO ned ' cro~8 ~lotYI.the Arrrrt · ..•. · , 
, .' ' ' . ' • " . • , . " t' I . ; ~' . ' ': " ' ~ • ' . 1. " ; 

" .1 ' ~ Gnd <laida cooporatloriG ,vora synchl:~nlGGd. ", ;'. ': .:.' :, " . ~' <:,: ':' :.', '.' <. .. ... .'. : . . . :~ :'.-: . 
" , .i i ; . .' : '. ' , ' , '" \': " : ' .: ,~. ''', I •• : ~ " ~,': .: ' : --: • • : ', ' , , ' ; • '. • ,: ,, ' ~ 

3. ~. The GaMa Spacial Dl'anc~ mad • . :almolt d~!lY :repol'td ~ I .. R.A. IctS.v1t1~G '~ . : . 

:. '.' .• :,." ;,',:"(\:1: <;: " : .. ;.: ;,. ,:-:.:." '; ':', " : ( , 
. . . . . " .; ':,:::', ' 

. , ... .. '. ,:':;' .. :( . ',~: '::;<.I ; .'::~'\ .>:.' ':: '.'; ,'. ~ .. !.! . ' . . " "(1 • ': . ._ 

• .", . , ' :, ~ ,,! ' " I . ' • • " . • f' ' , ' :' :. '. ~ , .' i 
• 0 
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\'Jl ~ :ICAl't consul tation with' t'he other four Memb0~:'s of the /'.l~;ny 

CcunciJ... On 19th Auguct the T\loic0DCh fMldc a otatCj'"icnt d0clarin0 that ·~hc 

whntso0vcr. On 20th August . th~ Carda! reported t~at, fro~ ~bnfidential . sour~es 

U·'f~.t jvd~')rov0d reliable 1n the pnst, they had become' aware that \) fo,'iember of 

i • . 
l · ; 

': ,' 
t'·· r 

, i .' 
j, 
l ; 

I.' .~ . 

Govcrn:,'iont hnd hnd a meeting with Goulding, Chief of Staff of I.l:~.l' .• 'and thDt . ~ 

lIe; dcal" L"d been arrtinged by the l';iinistor that if the I.n.A. 5hOUldcecse~;'0 :·, ~.J! 
f,hysict:J force activities in the ' South in relation to the de~~'ruc~'-ion 0 ''': ·::-· '··ci.- r'c~~·t· . u \. \, . ~ J. \ .d. '.:J I .t.;>.r ;.: 
pI'vpert.y c·~G .. , in turn, thoy could haven free h()ri:~.in moving \'Jc(lpons into ' the (.: 

~~ : ~.=: COl1n~ics. They nlso said that the' Taoiseoch's stuter;1ent of 19t!1 AUiJt:.:. ' . .... ;.:.c . r.';: 

;Jc'\·;ildcr2c.1 the I.H..A. in view 'of lithe dcal ll \'Jith the l'.'iarnbcr of Govel'nr.10iY~ f'.. L\ 
~:~ ;,: 

tl',ey hDd thou9ht was ppeaking r'ol:" Gove:cnri1cn t as a \,oJhole. I modo a gonE):"~: 1 n(i I..~;' 

on 20/'0/IG9 to the .Minister, h;11"~ 6 k161'{.in, and \'Ie conjectured &s to whc:.t ;,;cmJ)Cl"' 
. i 

Later the Minister toid me th&t h~ had . . ;: 
I 

j, iOn tionoC: tho r:lattcr informally ()t,cJ. Government Lleeting and that J;,~r. Haughey i'0.d '. '."" 1 
i . I 

sc::id til(::'~ 110 hBd had a c()sunl meeting with some momber of the I.!:.l~. Ol'l;(;tl.isJtion i;;\ 

h.~~ c.! ~'; s k cd to IilG0 t hi rn • The Special Branch lOL'lrned from tl;0i:;.~ own ' s(Ju;ccos, i ii 
.. .. 2 i(lcnti l':'i of the Iviinister and they did not view the meetiri1] between ; .. :r. · !'-l~uJLey i ' \ 

. ,; : ,1 
tad Goulc..:ing uS a casual ono, to be trea-cC?d lightly. They sa~d thl~t t~' !e :.::?etins ,; ., 

beer, : roceded by a' meeting bobveer and Hyan C')e o/e., LJu~)lin 
. . 

~~i0ocie ~n~ later Quartermaster General of I.R.A.,who were ' ~o-opet~ti~0.i~ t~e 

·:,'Gh;~~)c 2[.cj importa ti on of arms. 

In Sc;:,'Cember and Oc tober the Speci al Branch were receiving inf o~~!.la ·~:;. on · Ii 
con{ic.:cntinl sources that sfi1a.ll consiglli;lcnts of arms warG ocing ir.l~~ort0d 

t·:· 
( " 
L 

.!y d")c I..!~.J\. without customs checks at DublihAirpoJ."t and at Dun LaO'jf;(li~~'2 

set~-pol"'t. Their, inform~t:t.on, VJhich w~s hiCJhly confidentiul; ' \VGS thDt ' :i.fl1ports · 

'.HJ::'C tir.~cd n;'1en par~iculnr officers VJe:r:e on d~ty \''Jho would turn the blind. eye. 

TLoy had inforli13 tion that one such eonsigl, .. ·.ont viont to the gar)t:~ :coJJbin::., ');:.',' , 0::' 

... erel \':::0, 1~' to:c on, on 3rd Apri 1 1970 \\'crG tv shoot Garda Fa lIon. TilE) :i.mpol~~0. t~ c . . 

, 
0;-:ce:ud. Dr;lncll' eire les tha t l.h'. Olt~r les J. Haughey was ,aware 6f WhC.1 L W~.· S \~, e:: , .', 
I:·~ . '~,hcGe ' ;·;-.onths, also, infol"ma'tiOl\ rJ()S received that 

~.\.,Gr,'~.ificci in photoc.;rapl's sent fron 9co:~land Ynrd ta:',en in their inver.. :'. :1. '., ',' ' _,~ ,_\:-)rl;J 

t:,:) U.I~. in ';~ c his ' activities VJ~ii10 £)0 we,::; iCinking payments for the .' ur'cli,:::.s0 01 

pounds 

it ':J\ .. '; 0.11e0'ed thJt ho . had pc:~id 0vor to the I.R.A. thou8cncis uf.·· 

on ni'Hl1Cd da tes. In forma tion r/()5 &::'SOi recai ve·cl, ngain and l:'l<juin, Oi':' 

Ii 
\. .. ;. . 

<: . 
.. l 

;,' . 

.. · . 1 , 
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a .liaison between captain James Kelly of Mili tary Intelligence and .1~aders 

of the I .R.~' in the Six Counties and that on on~ occasion (7th October - Cavan t':: 
.' . • • . I.' . 

town) he had handed £7,000 in cash to a group of Northemlreland I .R.A~ leadersf.:: 
. {,'!' 

telling them that up to £50,000 would be made available to them to buy arms 

for use in the Six Counties '. . Informa tion was als'o received' that the_ (: 

1:: 
were active 1n the supply of money and .arms . · 1: 

to .theNorth. !' 

This information in detail was given from time to time to Mr. 6 M6rain 

who . said that he hesi tated ~o believe that Mr. Haughey and Mr. Blaney could 

be actively associated · with the I.R.A. I suggested to him (1 was then in 

Mount Garmel Hospital) to have a cOnference with the Commissioner and ' the top 

Special Branch officer lnorder to he~r the details direct from them. ·tie did ' 

so . and saw ~he Commissioner and Chief Super~ntendent Fleming in the ·week 

following 7th DecemPer. Ch1ef-SUp9t1ntendQnt Fleming saya that he shQ~ed the 

I . I. · !., 
I .. : 

t.. 
; ., r, 
I 

· i · .. r; ~ 
. , 

t
·:··.· .. 

!.': 
! 
i ' . 

j. 

I 

f·" 

Mini.star his notes (Appendix A) . Afterwards the Minister informed Mr. Ward, 

Assistant Secretary, who, as he knew, was ~are g~nerally of t~se ma~ters, . ~ . . . ' ' r . . . ,. [ . . , 

that ·he 'had aSked. the Conmissioner to hav~ matters relating to names arid exact . r 
· r: 

I 
, I . 

. dates of payments of moneys to the I .R.A. checked. H~ ' corrme~ted adve.rsely :m 'too . i.' . 

. ' fact that the Garda officers did not know the Occup(}tion .of 

On my re tUrn from sick leave on 5th January 1970, I w~s informed .by · . (': .' 
r . 

the Assistant Secretary . that, as far as he knew, the foregoing matter had not .. 1_ < 

been followed up. I checked wi th o the Commissioner who sai.d that the inf.ormation r ·: . . r·· 
as to persons t dates and paymen t s had been checked .and confirmed by ~he S Branch !" " · 

and thot he had been. awai ting an · indication from the Minister that he wished . ·1: 
to resume the di·scussion • . I drew the matter to the Minister's attention who 

f· " 

said that in a .serious matter of this kind involving Mr. Haughey an~ Mr •. Blaney f,'. 
I.~ \! ; 

he felt that he w~Uld like . fUrther time to think the matter over. I said that I' : 

I would bring the mat,ter to ~is notice again in a couple of week's time and 

I reminded him of the danger tha t the Special Branch might ,start" leaking'" 

information in view of the spate of armed robberies that had taken pl,~ce 

I . 

r,:;.~ . 
r ~ 
~ :. : . 

f:: 

r in which the 11 yes · of Garda! were endangered. At the end of January or early · . . , .. 

February I again reminded the Minister of the ·al1.~ged involvement 'of'. the t~o 

Mini ~ ttlrs and t~~.t I : had ' be~~ warned that wi thin . ~he Special Branch and in ' .. 
. r '. " .' . ,.", .. ; .... 

! "" . 

"" : 
, " 

·1· 

. r 
I 
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, f. ' .", r 

r 
. . . . . I 

, Garda Headquarters cri ticism of Government wae . becoming cuastic and was 

I tTb'un ti ng • 

On 3rd April, Garda Fallon was shot dead by bank, robbers ,one of 

: whom had been reported some months ,. earlier ,to have recei ved guns which were ' 

\ imported without undergoing ShY customs checks, through general arrangements 

in which was playing an active part and of which Mr. Charles 

J. Haughey was alleg~d to have a general awareness. 
" I" I 

When, on Saturday 18th April, Mr •. Haughey 'phoned me with the purpose 
, 

, f 

" 

,tha t the Garda! should not interfere wi th a cargo c~ming into Dublin Airport, • 

it being guaranteed that the cargo would go straight to the North, I viewed , 

,the matter in the light of my earlier knowle~ge of h~s rnee,ting with Goulding, 

the Chief of Staff of the I.R.A~, of I.R.A. associations , :. '.; 
~ ,. 

and 'payments to ~oulding for the purchase of arms and Captain Kelly' ~ direct " 

negotiations with the Northern Ireland I.R.A. Conmand. ' At no time did it ' 

enter into my mind that" the armi were being imported, not for the I.~.A. but 

for the purpose of giving means of self-defence to ordinary people in 

Northern Ireland and I never heard of the notio~ until after the public 

, disclosures in' relation to the ' two' Mini~ters' participation ih the attempt·ed · 

importation of . arms,. 'Ordinary men hav~ no wish to hand~e firearms. 

John Kelly, the Chairman of a Defence Committee in Belfast , . 
'. , , . ('1- ''1'57) \ . 

(sentenced in Northern Ireland to 8 years imprisonment 1n 1957,,(for 

. . ' 
\ , 

.' illegal possession of arms including .. SUb-machine gu~ never came to 

I,., 

• 'to, 

, , ' 

Gard:l or Department of Justice or Government notice in connection wi th 

the Dublin Airport cargo ~ntil 9th May ;aftel;' his picture had appeared 

: on the television screen late on 8th May)and wa~ then recognised by both 

the Surveyor of Customs and the Aer Lingus Supervis~r of Ca~g~ at Dublin 

, Airp~rt as the man who had visited them on 15th and 16th April and whom 

they had thought was Captain Kelly of Military Intelligence, an assistant 

. to ~r. ,Haug)~ey' s , 'Aide t in the Department of Pinance. . I twas after the ,:, '. 
, . . ; 

Taoiseach had handed the. papers to the Attorney General for inve8ti~ation . ' : 
. ' 

~ of the criminal offenca tha~ John Kelly~s i~ontity came to the surface, : .. ",,',' 
'. \ 
! 

: ' .~ 
. . . ' 

i .:' 
", 

, " ,I" 

J • • ' ,. ': ,' .. !i 
.. • =: ::'. 1: 
", " "' 1 , ', .1 

. ... . 

! ' , : 

" I 

' 1, I 

: :. 'I 
.. ' .: ... ; 

"', :', ,' 4 

I ' 

I 

I 
j 

j 
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11, In consequence, Mr. Kevin Boland t s publtc -ai"lega tions against the , 

Taoiseach of "felon setting" and "treachery" were both untrue and irrelevant 

1. 

, i 
I, 

'II 
~ I 
II 

and were as false ' as his earlier allegations ot Gestapo methods in Go~ernment ~. I 
when he said that he had evidence that at least' ore Minister's telephone had 

been tapped.;JIiI t9t-P~q on 9th May , the Taoiseach naUed that; al~e.gationl 

and gave' a . categoric -assurance , that n~Minis·t.erot Deputyt S corr~8Ponden'c~ 
. ' . . ' . " ,' .', . 

or teiephone had ever been the subject of a ,poatalwarrant. ," 

. i , 

.' , 

' \ . 
i 
I 

\1 . , 
l· 

i 
. i 

" , r/" 

; . -; ." 
. ". ' ... t ___ ........ ... _____ -... .......... 

. !" ,', 

. . " ; , ~ , ":-
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PART III 

ROINN Dli AGUS cnrr , 
(Department of Justice) , 

BAILE' ATHA CLIATH ', ' 
(Dublin) . . 

Explanatory Note of PETER BERRY in relation to 
the events of 18th to ·22nd April 1970. 

At 6·.35 p.m. on 18th April, almost iRlriedia,tely aft!~r Mr. Haughey's · 

conversation with me, (which is recorded 'in my statement of 21st May"my 

" . 
, ; 

.~~ . signature to which was wi tnessed by Chief .... Superintendent Fleming) I had a 

1-
I • 

5 

, . 'It 

'pho.ne call from . Chie f-Superintendent Malone. We spoke on the scr;unbled line. 

Mr. Malone told me that Chief~Superintendent Fleming was then in the 

room with him listening to our conversation. He said that at 6.20p.m. ·~ • phone < 

call , had been received on IIIIIIII (which is an unlisted police number }.n_/RA 
(LNj~) 

Garda Headqua~ters which had been given earlier by Mr. Fleming to)a c~stoms 

official) from a Mr. Tony Fagan who introduced himself as a civil servant 

and Mr. Haughey's tAide' s~ying that he wished to sp~ak to Chief-Superintendent ~ : . 
' . ~. " 

Fleming fton a delicate matter". Mr. Malone knew of Mr. Fagan and told hif'!l 

that Mr. Fleming was not available: Fagan then asked if Mr. Fleming became 

available before 7.15 p'm. that he might 'phone hima~()nd, failing 

that, Mr. Fleming might .phone Mr. Haughey, the Minister fo~ · Finance, ' at 

- I told Chief-Superintendent Malone that Mr. Fleming should not 'pho~e 

ei ther Mr. Fagan or Mr. Haughey and that he should not have any contact wi tho 

them. I told Mr. Malone tha~ Mr. Haughey had already' .'phoned me about letting 

a certain cargo through Dublin Airport and that .! had said 'No'. At this 

stage I l"eally realised the enormi ty of the attempt~ that were being made 

to subvert the polica controls on the importation of ,the" cargo of arms. 

A short time later" '1 'phoned my own Minister t s unlisted home number . 

but was unable to corrmunicamwi th him. 

I then considered th~ position carefully. I was aw~re that my. 

Minister hild been ,showing. si9ns of illness and m~ntal abberations for some 

time past and I had actually discussed the questlon of ,a medical check-up 

. i 
" . 

" ~. 

;. ' . 

1 . . · . . 
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. ROINN Dli AGUS erRT , 
, (Department of Justice)'-... '!' 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH ' 
(Dublin) 

(2) . 

for him several times wi th' a close ' Mayo family friend of his, Dr. 

, ':'1 
. ~; ;j 

. ':' " 

'i:f 
<;/ 
, " / 

' Christy Macken ' of North Circular Road, Dublin';.(unfortun~tely the ,l,r 
" i 

. 

Doctor himself: bec~m~f;il ' and was in hospHal for a' f;.ir.IY prOI~~ged. ,' ",' ~,'.,'·,:\"I· I:I.·.· ;;::: 
,,' period wher~ he was vi~:ited by . the Minister and myself separately). ," 

r had also suggested" a mo~th or so ~ar1ier, ,to a Member of Govel'nment(I1.f~ 
whom I regarded ~s ·, the· 'Minister's fr.iend that Mr. Moran needed medic:al , , ' , '., :' .'1 . . ' . ' . . . . . .'. ~ 

• • j 

attention. 

"'·, (1 . . 
In the resultjl cbuld not reconcile the Taoiseach's ~e~eated . 

'. ,', , . I " i 
. , i 

public. sta tements as to, ~~, the-~fjovernment' s peaceful intentions towards thf 
North wi th the action 'of one ot"the Minister's, Mr. Haughey, who, it' 

appeared to me, was acting treacherously towards him. 

I "Having regard ,to my personal knowiedge, over a long , period,' of the 

characters of each man for wh6m I had p~ofound respect I was in a ftightful ~ 

dilemma.. It occurred to ,me that if the Taoiseach had been, for diptplomatio 
o 

. ' , 

" reasons, 'speaking wi th two voices, I would ' put hini qn," ~!ll0st embarrassing . - .~ . 

position if I were to go direct to him with 'the information as .to Mr'. Haughey',s 

• i 

,.,' .. -~ :adtion. However, I finally come to the conclusion that "diplomacy'i could 

not p,ossibly be the answer, and that the' Taoiseach was too honest to lie on : '. 

a matter of this kind • . Having made up my rni~d :; , to a 99.~% degre~at , that 

. stage as to my 'course 'of action I 'de~ided to consult, the one person whom I . 

,felt I could trust . ~o give me good advice as to whether I would be behaVing, .,,'.': ; 

wi th propri'e'ty in 90.in9' over my 'Minister's head direct, to the , T~oiseach. 
" '" . . ' 

8 I 'phoned ' the President and told him that information ' of a very , se'rious , 

cha~ac ter of; p~rhaps ', immedia te na tiona! signi fic'ance had come, i ,n to my 

posseSSion. and that' it ' might n~t re,ach .·the Government in' the normaltou;rse . 

of events. I asked him would he advise me as to whether my loyalty ended 

with informing ,my Minister or whether 1 would be justified in speaking 
.-

' direct to the Taoiseach • . The Pr,esidentasked if I were ' sure 'Of my facts ' • , 0 ' · 

and I said yes. ' He ,again questioned me 9liying was I absoltltely<.sure "'. of 
' , ' . 

" ,'- " . 
, . . ;".~ ,,! 

',1 ... . : " 
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ROINN DLiAGUS elR! 
(Department of Justice) ." , :',':"; 
,BAILE ATHA CLIATH 

(Dublin) 

my fae ts and I said tha t , I was absolute ly s\.Ire,' The Pre!?ident then said 

that my l?yalty was to Government , and that I should commun~cate with ' the 

Taois13sch. 

I did not inform the President of the nature of my ~~formationand 
. , 

he did not ask me any question in relation to its nature. ' 

I I p , "I 
•. ," i , i 

. .:: ' ! ~ , . 

. " : i 
, : 

r 

"> :,:l'! 
. .~. ,I .. j 

, ': ! 
. . i . .. ~ 

.' ·f 
" l 

'I 

, ': ,! 
; i 

10 ', In eonsequepce, ' I . saw, the Taoiseach e~rly on Monday morning. ' Meanwhi,le, '" " 'J 
" -(;, , ~ , {I/ " ,<":" 

on the evening ,of Sundayf:;;'i9th April, I had received from Chief";'Superintendent o:> 
, • , I , . " ,' " ,, ' , 

,: .,., : " . '/ ' 

Flenung a report ,of that "'date and I brought it to the Taoiseachls notice on :': 1 
," f 

;, i: 

the , following morning when I ,' recapi tulated my conversation 'wi th Mr. ' Hau~,hey. " , '::1' ~ 
, . . . . , " . .' ,. ~ : 

, , , ; " , . ',: 
. I saw the Taoiseach again' on 'Tue'sday morning and showed him a further report ,; :, ';' j 

dated 20th April which I had received late ,on Monday evening from 
r ' 

Chief-Superintendent Fleming. 
, , . 

f 
I' "': ', ' I 

" " ; 
• • .' .' ~ I ~ 

, 

P. Berry · 

', ' 

. ·f · 

, '. , 

. ,·,f.: 

'" i 
-, I 

, "' \' 
'" I 

\ 

,I " 

I ' 

I ·.' 

" , 

: i .J ' 

" 

,I , " , :. ' ,. ' 

. ~ . , ; . 

• •• • ' ; ••• : t . 

" " , 

. , I ' 

",' t , " 

, . 

' 1 " ' 

. \ 
. ,J' 

...... . ", ~ .. . ,. - ~ .... . . ' . ; 
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ALBERT ANTOINE L~ 

Born in LOMMEL, Belgium on '22/8/1917. 

• 
This man sought poli tical asylum 1n Ireland in October 1948 B'nd it was granted 

. i 
by the then Minister for Justice, General MacEoin, in continuation of the 

policy established post-war by his preqecessor, Mr. Gerald Boland. As·the 

civil servant at that time in charge of that type of work I had an inter~ew . 

with Luykx. Dalso m~~ quite a nuinber of other Flemings and Bretons who 

were given asyl~. In 1954 Luykx ,applied for and was giveh a certificate 

of naturalisation as an Irish citizen. His association in 1952 with a 

promi~ent member of the I.R.A. was not regarded as having any sinister 

connotations. 

In February 1969, my Minister, Mr. 6 M6rain, told me that he had 

received representations f~om Mr. Blaney that Luykx required acertificate~ 

from the Department of Justice for production to the Belgian Ministry- of 

Justice v/hich would show that he was of good character. I looked up the files 

and had an .interview with Luykx on 7th February as to what was involved: he 

produced a letter from a friend in. Belgium dated 13/12/168 which v.Jen -: l. •• . show 

that he was suspect in the Belgian Ministry' of Justice of engaginu in 5uDve:-sive 

.activitie·s propagating ItNeo-nazisme" a1 though he had ~een in Ireland fL:': ' OVf:.'L" 

20 ye.ars. I made enquiries of the Garda! and then discussed the case wi th .. ~:>le 

Minister and, in consequence, devised a form of certificate which I felt might ' 

.~ \ properly issue. 'The Minister approved and wrote to Mr. Blaney on 7th February 
!J../v,,,,,l,~. / ~','; 

-' sending him a copy of the certificate which w~s to issue on that day to Luykx. 

: •. r. Blaney acknowledged the letter ,on 7th March and said a lot of nice things 
c 

about Luykx. 

When Luykx's activities in relation to the importation of arms in April 

1970 came to rrry notice, 1 asked External Affai~~ on 4th May to inforn- ~he 

BelgiJn Ministry of. Justice that the certificate issued by me on' 7th February 

1969 fer production to ' them should be regarded as withdrawn. 

L,l- I also made a note, to consider in due course, whether Luykx had 

obtained his Irish certificate of naturalisation by false 'pretences a~d .whatever 

steps could be taken wi th a view to revocation of ._the certificate. I had 

.. .. rnisgi vings as tb dbin~ anything about this, and do hot tidvlse it. 

:) 
tuyk)( ho1t1o dN itish passport issUed itt bUb1itt itl 1965. It is in tha '. 

~o9~~s~io~ ~t ~h~ t~t ~~~htH. 
. i , . : ..... ~ ~ ,' . 
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ROINN DLI AGUS CIRT , 

Deur ,Sir, 

(Department of Justict3) 

BAILE ATHA CLIATH ' 
(Dublin) 

7th Februari ' 1969. 

I refer to our interview this morning and confirm 

my statement that durin9 your period of residence in Ire,1and 

which has been continuous since 1948 you have not offentled 

against the criminal law in any way and yO\; have not come under : 

unfavourable police notice. 

Addition~lly,I confirm, at your request, ,that the 

Departm~nt of Justice have no reason to think that you have 

been in €lny way enga,ging in 5ubversi ve poli tical activi ties of 

either an internal or international character. 

Albert Luykx, Esq., 
Sutton House, 
Sutton, , ~ 
CO. DUBLIN. 

Yours faithfully 

)) . 
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Translation' of lQtte~ L •. KieboOD1& Jj,sq. 1l. L. 
St.Bavo StX'eot 
'lJilrijl< 

I " • 

; •. :.: • . \lb~l."t "'uykx 
:-'ut'\:on llouse 

Antwerp 13.12.1968 • . 
. ' 

: l .... '~on 

'~ll",llu.- lr\:llJ.tlu~ 

As ,prm~ised to you last wack I have written a letter to 
. ' ': ~ . V:r.anckx, ~tinit;ter ~I!or Justice. a.bout J,our case. He replies to ' 
f .;~ , 'l.~; 1:01 -; v/ws : 

t ' ":n rt!pl:1 to your let'tar o:f the 3 December ,1963 t;,egarding 
If \ r. i,tlykx, I have to ativi se you that at this Z1101-nent I cannot 
n a1 tc.!:L the decision tal~cn hy rol' predecessor on the 4 Juli 1968. 

" I notice that 1. uyloc has eGct~ped dUl:ing his interncI:!ent. , ;·:~·.icl1 

t • • •. 

" is his ~:ood righ1:j it i~ normal that the COlltiequenccs due to his ' 
:I ~st:i~i)~ can Cally e:,e attribut~d to him s~lves ... In case he had 
.. rc;r.nined her~. his 'terzu would have been served and he Vloul,", ~Q 

a [r ~e DIan now • 

./ 'J,n t-:.r) c)f that he! hAS dQcir~ed to leave the uelqian <';OulJnuni t.v' 
'. :''E:[i ~'1~\. t.~ly, uecaUSQ ho &lnd hi S chilorun have acqYir~d ';,h~ l:ci sh 

q '\'ati'.>nali ty on the 26 Augl\~t 1954.- He ' norl will l)e tre6\tafl as 
: f ~-" .l7 01-e ian € r. • 

fl ' ;"om t',e ini.oJ:N;),tions in t:1Y pOGscBsion it appearo that he .i.-s , 
IW ~ t~ll ~Qutti~9 nalipsymp~~hyt$J ' ~8 it ~$ know in int~rnational 
" (.irc~o~ that 114 . £u::>plioa ht21p 1.0 organi&&.tionl \fIh:1.ch endftAVout 
" '\.0 re-viv'=t that theory. 

l'l:om the above ,i t appear 's that certain notes are attC'4ct.f;4 . 
to your .filet on which the ;'iinister is r~x't1rring to when he is sus­
: h\'!C1..'~U ~ ,'OU of , t~azi-sympathyt s by suplying ass~stancg and help to 
~~ ':'Jdil, (.n:ganisations of intornational character, trying to propa-
'., ,. ' : .~ NE:o-'uazisme. ' ' 

It would bu very advisable t~ collect all possiblo nrguments ' 
";\) rcpu(~iatc thin accusation. 

i Youxs .faithfully, 

Occi£.ion of 4 Ju1X 1968. 
"Dave '~he pleasure to 'advise you that the verdict of Albert LUyloc ' , ~ 

has expired ' I;inc~ 26 August 1968; but the }Jerson in question has 
,I.)ccn FHbject to an administrative decision by which hiB entry l.nto 
the ~ountry has been . forbidden. Tak~n 4 July 1968 •• t " 


	0001.tif
	0002.tif
	0003.tif
	0004.tif
	0005.tif
	0006.tif
	0007.tif
	0008.tif
	0009.tif
	0010.tif
	0011.tif
	0012.tif
	0013.tif

