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thether we like it or not, we have to scknowledge that
rouglly 2/3 of the 1} million people who make up the p pulation
of the 2ix Counties wigh to be assocliated one way or the other
with the United Kingdom. I don't believe that the great majority
of them harbour any deep llle-feeling for the rest of Irelond or
for their Catholic neighbours, IZven though they must bear some
responsibility for their silent condemmation of the
diccrininatory practices that have for =0 long opersted agninst
the minority in the £ix Counties, I have no doubt that the
great majority of these Unionists now recognise that
discriminatory practices must be ended., Ve and the free world
demand thst it De ended -~ and ended guickly. But we must
recognise that there asre elemente in the 2ix Counties, vested
interests blind ideoclogisis, religious bigote « & minority, no
doubt, but nevertheless vocal and not without influence, whose
sole aim ie to me&intsin the anti-humgnitarian practices that
have earned such wideepread condemnsilon,

Thie ainority will trust to their own purpose the smalliest
word the slighest act - no watter froz what source - thek can
poseibly help teo jJustify their vile ideology and to perpetuate
and fupther inflame the distruet and neked enmity that they
precch and prectice, ind it le on this distrust, Bigoiry and
naked enmity that the wall of partition is built,

L o those who presch foree or militsry action to sweep
sway thet wall mey appesr to some pecple to bDe advoecating a
heroie romentic and decisive naster-stroke, Bul let us be
realistic, Ve may feel with ocur bearte dut we sust think with
our heads -« and when the heart rules the head, the voice of
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wisdom goes unheard., 7The plain truth, the naked reality, is
that we dc not possess the capacity te impose a solution by
force, Even if we hed that capacity, what would be the
result? WwWould we want to adept the role of &n oceupying
congueror over the million or so of fix-~County c¢itizens who
st present support partition, Would we compel them to flee
the country sltogether or else to live under our domination
in constant opposition, feverishily nursing hetred and
secretly plotting revenge., Thus we would heve marched
ourselves into the role of overlorde, s role which would
necessgitate the imposition by us on the subjugetive new
minority of some of the hateful fyanniesl prectices which we
and the world eslled an abomination when they were imposed
on the Catholic minority in the Horth. Is this the Ireland we
want? 1Is this the kind of Irishmen we want to be¥ Is this
the kind of unity we seek to achleve?

The snewer lg surely clesr., And, because it ie clear,
the Government are determined to explore every pesceiul
meang of removing the injustice of partiticn,
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