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6th Julv, 1970

Text of Press Conference given by Dr. Patrick J. Hillery T.D., Minister
for External Affairs. at the Department of External Affairs, Dublin
on 6th July, 1970,

This morning the Taoiseach asked me for the purpose of relaxing tension

in the North of Ireland, which has been added to greatly by the feeling
amongst certain people there - certain large sections of the community -
that they were isolated; to visit the North of Ireland and to visit the Falls
Road and I did thet this afternoon. I was in the Falls Road and I met
people there and saw what had happened and the consequences of what havpened
and talked to people who were not public representatives - those who had
survived the weck=end. Also because of our grave apprchension about the
proposed parades next week=-end, the Taociseach asked me to ensure that every
possible diplomatic initiative is taken to made our views known and to try
to influence those responsible to stop certain parades.

To-day's activities included requesting the Ambassadors from all the countries
which are accredited here and which are friendly to our country and to
Britain to come here te be told of our apprehensions and of the sound reasons
we feel exist for not having the provocative parades in the North of Ircland
next week=end. In my absence in the North of Ireland the Secretary of the
Department of External Affairs has been delivering the Government's message
to the Ambassadors concerned.

I would be prepared to answer questions. At the same time I work on the
basis of instructions from the Taoiseach to continue our policy of not
doing anything or saying anything which would cxacerbate the situation in
the north=eastern part of our country.
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Did you meet any official representatives of the Stormont
or British Govermments in Bclfast?

No.

Did the¢ wuthorities there know you were coming up?

No, unless they have some special intelligence; they didn't know.
flell did you have to cross military lines to cet there?

I don't know. I crossed the Border. I passed many military
(not lines) but military jeeps, military with guns at the ready,
but I hadn't any problem about movement.

wWhat was your impression of the situation in the Falls Road area?

My impressions of the pcople were that they had a sudden,
unexpccted and to them quite unwarranted visitation from the
British army and I am afraid they don't regard the British army
as any longer their friends and protectors. I am speaking now
for the number I met.

How many did you meet?
I didn't count them. Not an awful lot, the place was not crowded,

What policies or initiatives do the Eire Government propose to
take to assist in uniting the national territory?

Our policy has been based on the knowledge that reunion of the
national territory is a reunion of the people living in the
territory. We would not impose any plan on any section of the
community and we have taken every action to show that we would
not force a reunification or bring about in reverse in a unified
country the situation which exists - the abnormal situation which
exists = in the North of Irecland.

Who accompanied you during the visit?
An official from the Department of E ‘texrnal Affairs.

(by Mr. Douclas Gageby Editor, Irish Times). I!inister,
is this your first visit to Belfast?

No. I know your attitude but its not., I think that Mr. Sagebay
is quite right that we should have had much more frequent visits
to the people in the North and to Belfast. I found myself
totally in sympathy and totally in understanding with the people
I met there and as I said last yecar in August when I was
speaking to membors of the British Government obviously looking
at them they are Irish people not anything else so I take

your point that I haven't been there often enough.

Can you give any indication of who you met or the typc of people
you met ?

I think there are people living in the community who are¢ not,
if you like, public representatives and perhaps have to continue
living there and would bettcr not be named., They arb pcople who

represent a variety of views in the minority, geqk of
the minority that is as distinct from the aovurnlnq ma] rity.

Were you asked for your support?
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We were frecuently asked for this, but most of the people

I mct know that what they want from us is no gestures but
intense political diplomatic activity with an attempt te form
a long=tcrm policy for the final seclution of all the troubles
they have up there and will have until we have reunification
of the country.

Is therc any question at this time of approaching the United
Nations?

We have made no decision., We have listed the possible approaches
which could be made in various committees of the United Nations.
These have been made available at the request of the Taoiseach
but there has been no decision to take any action at this time.

Did you hcard Interference on tape_7 at the U.N.?

I was travelling at that time but I gathered he spoke of

human rights; this is open all the time you sce. In fact T
think the last speech I made at the U.N. did say that our main
intcrest was for human rights and reform at that time.

Do you have any indication at all on the attitudes towards the
parades at the weckend? Is there a likelihood that they will
be czllgd of f in view of your approach to the Ambassadors?

are as 1 said beforc
relations with both
wrono of me to assume
rommunicating with their

I am awaiting response. The smbassadors
Ambassadors from countries with friendly
us and Great Britain. It would be quite
that they would take an attitude without
Governments,

How many Ambassaders werc interviewed?

I don't know how many were interviewed in my absence but we
intend to interview and to explain to all Ambassadors accredited
here and this will tzke to-morrow as well I think. I can get
you a list.

Did you call in the British Ambassador?

I spoke to Mr. Evans (Counsallor at the British Embassy) myself.
I think the whole idea of diplomacy has nothing to do with
shauting from the roof tops, but I have made it quite clecar what
our thinking is at this time and asked him to make this known

to his Government.

Why Mr. Evans?

The Ambassador is away at the moment. Hé is in London.
In practical tcrms what do you thinl your visit to Belfast
achieved?

answer that. We want to demonstrate to the
people that we are there, that they are not isolated. I had
already bcen fully informed by pceople from there and as the
Taciseach said last night he has very full information and

has no intention of acting without full information. He did
say to me this morning "make sure that you have a good look

at the place yourself so that you can gquarantee to me that
the information we arc ocetting is clecar and accurate".

It is very hard to

Do you want the parades banned?

Well it would be what we would seck, yes, in sensitive areas.



Qs
Dr. Hillery:
Q:

Dr. Hillcrys:

Qs
Dr. Hillery:
Qs
Dr. Hillery:
Qz

Dr., Hillervs

Qs

Dr. Hillerys

Qs

Dr. Hillervs

Dr., Hillery:

Qs

Dr. Hillerv:

Dr. Hillery:

Qs

Dr, Hillocrv:

What would your attitude be to counter demonstrations?
Counter to what?
Counter to Northern Ireland.

I don't undorstand what you mean - would we stop them - is that
what you mecan?

Would you takc any proventive action?
No I don't think so, The thing is to protect lives and promerty.
How long oltogether did you stay in the Falls hATea.

I didn't time it, I supposec about an hour and a2 half.

Were you surprised by anything you saw?

Well not aftcer reading the vory adecuate descriptions in the
newspapers, but it did bring to life what I had bcen told

as a child happcned; you know you saw the army in charge

whether they liked to be or not, armed nmen the soldiers

with guns ever rcady. You saw the damage donc not zlone last
week=end but last August, the relics of that damage. [ would
much prefer if it wasn't there to be scen.

Did people ask for help?

They didn't ask for any material aid, I mean in the line of

food or that kind of thing, they seemed to be fully supplied

that way.

nre the field hospitals still operating?

There are centres there still and we will help anybody that
needs help,

Is there any direct approach by either the Taoiseach or yourself
to the British Government at this stage?

Yes I expect to be in London on Wednesday.

lho are you going to meet?

I have arranged to meet Mr. Boerber and after that I presume

he will speak with all the autherity necessary for a

spokesman of the British Government in this situation but it

may be that there will be other people present.

Will you be embarrasscd?

Well it would be an awful thing if we had to regard a visit

by me to Northern Ircland as something to bc embarrassed about.,
After all they come to the Horse Show and we say nothing.

Do you sce this situation as a Protcstant/Catholic confrontation.
I'd say there is very little Christianity involved if that

is whet you mean, The division linegs may be on religious grounds
but they are not fighting about religion.

Are you meeting Mr., Paddy Kennedy M.?., this evening?

%Well he is to meet me after I meet you; would you like him
to come in aftcr?



Qz Will the President speak on this crisis?

Dr. Hillery: I wouldn't likc to have people think that we were in 2 state
of irremediable crisis. I think what we have to do now is te
establish fully that the law of reason should be accepted be
all concerncd. The President's duties are definitely laid
down in the constitution and at this time I don't think there
is @ particular role for him to play in this,

Qs Did you meet Protestants? or I.R.A. men?

Dr. Hillery: I didn't ask peoplc cbout their religion or their organisation.
I didn't mcet them by appointment; in fact nobody knew I was there
and in fact nobody knew I was back until a few minutes ago.
I didn't attempt to mcot a wide cross section of leaders of groups.,
The people I met I met by chance,

Q: Did anyone recognise you?

Dr. Hillery: I was reccognised by a few people.

Q2 Did they show any surprisc?

Dr. Hillery: No. I said I was interested in finding out what was going on.

Qs They didn't say any words, of recognition?

Dr. Hillerv: A few people who recognised me addressed me by neme.
I didn't fecl it necessary to introduce myself to the individual
pcople I spoke to in doorways, I was more interested in finding
out what they felt about what was going on rather than what
they would like to tell the Minister for External nffairs,

Qs Did you meet Paddy Devlin?

Dr., Hille

/3 Not Mr. Devlin, Mr. Kennedy, I was to meet him.
I had to postpone my appointment with' him but I will be mceting
him soon,
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Qi What was your rcaction to the Falls Road Curfew?

Dr. Hillery: You could take it my first recction on hearing of the raid in the
Falls was that here was a raid in an area easily identified
e2s nationalist in which nothing has happenédd since last August
not even a touch of what people describe as hooliganism. Last
hugust they had been attacked by armed mobs when they were
undefended and since then they haven't done anything to warrant
any attention from the forces of law and order who cver they
may be. The type of armoury found is about 105 cuns for
50,000 people, one for every 5C0; outdated guns, nothing at all
to make anybody fear for the State. Here they are now suddenly
disarmed and my feeling is if people are going to be suddenly
disarmed in a part of the city in which nothine has happened
since last hAugust and the last thinc which happened wes an attack
b’ armed mobs on themselves then . think that the British
Government will have to balance t..at. They will have to
balance that by making sure that those who attacked them
before and those who might attack them acain are disarmed too.

Q; Are you suggesting that the Shankhill Road should also have been
curfewed?

Dr, Hillery: Yes. the Folls Road action should have been balanced quickly
by a similar action in relation to other people; other arcas, and
should be followed up almost immediately by full reassurances
in so far as they can be given, of protection for the pcople and
for the reforms which were guaranteed last ycar.
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Are you hopeful that certain parades will be banned?

Expressions of hope - you know they mean nothing until

you hear from the people responsible. I would like to hope
it. I must say it is causing great apprehension to the
Taoiseach that these parades are going on.

What will you do if they are not banned?

How do you mean? Do we take some awful action?
This is a test of democracy, it is a test of the democratic
people, the faith of people in promiscs made.

Do you think Unionists will be angered by your visit to the
Falls Road?

Ch I supposc from their noint of view and from the point

of view of the Stormont Government it would be wiser if we

never said or did anything at all but from our point of view

it is much wiser to stop bloodshed decath in the North of Ireland
than it is to give peacc of mind to those who won't take
responsible action.

What was your purpose in going there?

As I started off I said the Taoiscach asked me to co to reduce
tension caused by rocent events and caused by the feeling of
people there that they are isolated.

What is your message to the people of the Falls Road?

Certainly I would like them to know that there is solidarity
here and also 1 would like them to know that there will

be an approach by me cdirect to the British Government on their
hbehalf.,

Were you recognised cuvossing the border?

I don't know whether I was noticed goint there or not but
certainly therc was no prior information from herc.

What do you think of the present status of reforms?

This is something that we have been dealing with cver since
the promise of the reforms. The man in the strcet in the
North se=s no reforms. The vote for every man is there but
he won't bc able to use it until 1972, The R.U.C., have been
disarmed but there is talk of rearming them again; the Special
Powers Acts are there and you can be arrested and afterwards
told that what you were doing was an offence even if was not
an offence before you did it you can also bec detaincd indef-
initely without trial. The Local Government rcforms have not
taken nlace and the Central Housing Executives has not been
created. So the man in the street does not sce the reforms,

I understand you were to be on Panorama programme to-night.

I was. I recorded it this morning.
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Text of interview with the Minister for Extcrnal

Affairs. Dr. Patrick J. Hillery T.D., broadcast
on.BBC TV progra e "Panorama" on 6th July, 1970

interviewer - sndrow #11ican)

minister, what is your assessment of what happened in Belfast
over these past two week-cnds?

Last woeek-end the Fills area; which had been savagelvy

attocked by armed mobs last year led by B Specials and policey
burnt out, people illed, were suddenly, stunningly unexpectedly
roided by British srmy,. There hasn't been an thing at

all even hooliganisw in the Falls since lest yrar, and this

raid toel place and we find they were ¢isarmed totally and

left noked to their oppnents agein this year. MNow when I say
disarmed, what was found was, I think 105 guns; out-dated

gunss that's - for every 500 pcople in the area. Compared
with that - 3U B Specials would have had that mnany guns

and modern onegs, so you can take it that these arms were

there because of last year's savage zttack on them, they

are to protect themsclves now that they are no longer protected .

But wasn't thet in a sense a reprisal =ocinst the shooting of
Protestants the previous week-end?

I don't know that the British army rould be entitled to take
reprisals for suooting at anybody,; certainly there wes no
action in the Falls rocad the previous week-end. The people
kelled the previous week-end were kelled in the vicinity of
St. Metthew's Catholic Churéh, and they were Protestants and
the sextons house was burned. Cne wonders what they were
doing at a Cathnlic church, or ncar it. Put I certainly
don't believe the British army would be expected to take
reprisals in a guiet area for thct.

Now your Government has said that to allow provocative
parades to talke place in the present climate is wholly
indcfensibles Now would you care to comment on that?

Well three times in 18 months we have warned the British
Government of the effect of having these provocative parades,
because they are provocetive by the dominating people - they
are - ane¢ three timeswe were right, twice there was death

and bloodshed; znd I think this time the British Government
must listen to us. We've again warned them that on the 13th
of July if the wparades are net - some of them banned, some
derouted - e have great apprehension zbout what will hapnen.

Whut do you think of the progress of rveform in Northern Ireland?

The man-in-the-strect doesn't sce any progress. There have
been the disbanding of the B Specials and the disarming of the
pclicey buts again, Sir arthur Young says thet may rearm
the police at this stage; there will be the vete Tor everybody
= when the voting time comes around, which is 1972. But the
real discrimination - th. Special Powers aAct, which means that
you can be arrested on anyth ng which can be declared to be
an offence after you're arrested, You can be detained indefinitely
without being charced., In the question of jobs, c¢ven the
legislation for local muthority jobs or housin: - there's no
sion of action there. The man-in-tho-street sees no reform,
all he sces is ex:=ctly the opposite.

Given « worscning of the position of Northern conditions will
you be able to continue a non=intervention moderate policy?
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This is~has been-the policy of our governments thrcugh

the ynars; since the very foundation of this State, that

we do not 2ttac these peopley they arc our peoplc. Certainly
what we have done so far is regarded as intervention. From the
beginnina I thoueht that the British Government should have
obscrvers. [ think we must have them too in the case of

these hostages in.the Falls road, I think the press - the

world press should be there. e wanted British obscrvers

in Derry for the anprentice Boys' zarade, they didn't thin!

it was nccessary. e thought later we should have U.H.
oveervers. 1 went to the British Government several times.
Thuy thought I was telking about something which was within
their competence only. I took the matter to the U.N. teo the
Sccuiity Council, and again I think the British Government's
attitude was, this is intervention. So we have been inter-
veninag in the situation because we regard these as our people -
all the pcoplec of Northern Ircland as our people.

Do you fecl that the situation has in any W&Y changed 2s a
result of the Conservotive voctory?

The attitude of some of the people in the minority -

many of the peoplc in the minority - is one of apprchension
now, ihey had the Downino street quaranmtcos, they had the
guarantecs repeated by Lord Caradon at the UoM., when I

was there, they felt that even though the tempo was slow that
Lthese roforms would comc. They also feel that they would

not bo attack.d by the forces of law and order, which are now
represented by “he British sArmy.

I'm afraid their faith in the Conservatiy> Government
is not as imich as it would be in olhers, beccausc of the link
with the Ulstor Unionists.

There docs appear to have been 2 revival of I.R.A. activity
and there is a denger, I thin., lhat Northern Catholics might
turn to them in a crisis. What do you think about that?

I said yestzrday on tho radio that nobody is entitled to take
any action bascd on thc assumptin that our method has failed.
we're doing it the way it can be effecrive and certainly I
think that the British Covernment ~ the British people - will
have tn soon and adecuatelv reassure the minority in the

porth that they'r: not being « xposed to their enemies; that
they're not being attacked by the forces of law and ordey.

Now that the case against Mr. Blaney has b:icen dismissed isn't
Mr. Lynch's lecodership in groeter danger then ever - especially
in the light of the Northern problcms?

I don't think so. I think thet he is vory well established .
He is in lcadership at a terribly difficult time for this
country, brcause of the way the North has bcen handled,, If
it were being handled in a modern way by & nodern Government
then Mr. Lynch would have no problems of leadership. But at
this time any lecader would have a very rough ride in this part
of the country.

Lord O'Neill sugaested thet if British troops leave the North
they would leave civil wer behind them. Now what do you think
of that assecssment?

I think that what I said the first dayy I think it was to

Lord Chalfont, put your troops in there, disarm those who

have a police State there.

Disarm the lot, and then take away your troops and we can have

a peaczful Ircland. But what lias bcen done is to disarm those

who have broucht in these ancient weanons to protect themselves
Contd/-



Dr. Hillery:

(s

Dr. Hillery:

against thosc whose arms have not been scarched for at all.,

Mr. Chichester-Clark excludes the possibility of tri-partite
talks. &~nd he said that he had no truck with any talks on the
changing of Ulster's rclationship with the U.K, What do

you feel about that?

You'll zlways find trouble in Ircland until we have our final
reunification - whatever form it takes. We're quitc prepared
to exemine any type of reunificationgy we do not want to
impose any one culture on another. Certainly he's totally
wrong to think that in the modern world you can with force

of arms and force of British money kcep a State which is
quite unnestural., and depends on tyranny at times.

Do you have a final word to say?

I would hope the British public would help in this case o
make sure that the behaviourin the North of Ircland is not
that of 1960, Remember that this is 1970, and the form of
becing British thet they boast about in the North is not the
type of being British tha the normal.man in the street in
England would want, nor in Scotland or Wales.
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