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This morning the Taoiseach asked me fo r the purpos e of relaxing tensio n 
in the North of Ireland , which has been added to greatly by the feeling 
among s t certain peop l e there - certa in large se ct io ns of the community-
t hat they were isolat ed, to visit the Nbrt h of Ireland and to visit the Falls 
Hoad and I did t ha-t this afte r noon. I was in the Falls Hoad and I me t 
people the re and saw what had happened and the conse quences of what ha ppe ned 
and talked to people who were not publ ic r epr es entatives - th ose who had 
survived t he we ek - end . Also because of our grave apprehension about tho 
propos ed parad es next week -end , t he Tao is ea ch asked me to ensur e t.hat every 
possible diplomatic i nHiativo is taken to made our view s known and to t ry 
t o influence those r esponsible to stop certain pa rades . 

To - day ' s act ivities includ ed requesting the Ambas sad ors from al l th e countries 
which are accredited hor o and which are friendly t o our country and to 
Britain to come here to bo told of o ;r apprehensions and of the sound r easons 
we f ee l exist for not having the provocative par ades in the North of Ir ela nd 
next week - end . In my absence i n the North of Ireland tho Secretary of t he 
Dep ar t me nt of Ext ern al Affairs has bee n c:lc livorin <;) t he Gov ernment I S message 
to the Ambassadors conc ern ed . 

I would be prepared to answe r questions . 
basis of instructions from the Tao is ea ch 
doing anyth i ng or saying anyt hing which 
the north- eastern part of our country . 

At the same time I work on the 
to cont i nue our po licy of not 

would exacer bate t ho situation in 



Q; 

Q; 

Q; 

Q; 

Q: 

Did you mee t a ny official rcprcsentctiv( s of tho Stormont 
or Br itish Governments in Be lf as t? 

No . 

Did tho authori ties thor e know you were coming up? 

No, unl es s t hey have somo spe c i al int e lligenc e, they d idn ' t know . 

Wel l did you have to cross military line s to cet ther e? 

I don ' t kn cw. I crossed t he Bor de r . I passed many milit ary 
(not li nes) but military j ee ps , mili ta ry with gu ns at the ready, 
but I hadn ' t any pr oblem abo ut movement . 

Wh at w&s your impression of the situation in the FoIl s Road area ? 

My impr ess i ons of t he peopl e wc)rc t h0t they had a sudden, 
unexpected and to t hem quite unwarrant ed visitation from the 
Br i t ish ar my and I am afr aid they don 't r e gard th e Bri Ush army 
as any long er their f ri ends and pr otect ors . I am speaking new 
for the nu mb0r I met . 

How ma ny did you meet? 

I didn ' t count them . Not an awful lot, the place wa s not cr owded . 

What po lici es or i nitiatives do the Eire Government pro pose to 
ta ke to ass i st in uniting t he nation a l territory? 

Our policy ha G bee n based on the knowled©e that reu ni on of t he 
nation al terr i tory is a reu nion of t he peop l e living in the 
t err itory. We would not impose any pl an on any section of the 
community and we have taken every act i on to show that we wo uld 
not forc e a reunificat i on or bring about in r ever se in a unified 
country the situatio n whi ch ex ists - t he abnor ma l sit uatio n which 
exists - i n t he North of Irela nd . 

V~lO a cc ompa nied yClu duri ng the visit? 

An offic i al f rom the Depa rtment of E t ernal hffairs. 

(by Nir. Do ugl as Gageby Editor, Irish Times) . iMni,st er, 
is t his you r first visit to Bel f ast? 

Or.!..Jti.U.Ql.Y. ~ No . I know your att itude but it s not . I th ink t hat Mr. Sagebay 
is quite right t hat we shoul d have had mu ch more fr equent visits 
to the people in the North and to Be lfast . I fou nd mys e lf 
tota lly in sympathy and tot a l ly in und ersta nding with the peop le 
I n~e t there and as I said l ast year in i1 UgUSt when I was 
speaking to memb2 r s of the British Government obvi ously looking 
at them they arc Irish people not anyth i ng e ls e so I take 
your po int that I haven ' t bee n ther e often enough . 

Q: Can you give a ny indication of who yo u me t or the type of peop le 
you met? 

12r...2.. .... jjillQ.r.Y~ I think ther e are peop l e living in the community Vi ho arc: not, 

Q: 

if you l ike, public represent atives and per haps have to continue 
living there a nd would better not be named . They are peop l e who 
repr e sent ,) variet ,>: of vi,c:ws .in the minority . When I s pe<;lk of 
the mi nority that 1S as ols t1 nct from th e gove rning maJor1ty . 

Were you asked for your su pport ? 



Q:r: • . tJJ.ll~.r..Y ; We vverce frc! c,uently as ked fo r this 9 but most of t he people 
I met know t hat what they want f rom us is no <Jest ur es but 
intense pol itic a l dip lomatic activity with an at t empt t o form 
a l ong - t er m po licy for the final solution of all th o t roubl es 
they have up there and will have until we have reunification 
of the count ry 0 

Q" Is ther e a ny ques tion at this time of approaching the United 
Nations? 

Qr •. .Jji.Uer,Y> We have made no decision. We have li st E?d the possible i:qJ proach es 
which could be made in vario us c ommit tees of the United Nati ons . 
Thes e have bee n made avai l ab le at the re quest of the Tao i s ea ch 
but th er e has bee n no decision to take a ny action at th is time . 

Q ; Did you hear/- Interference on t ape _I at the U. N. ? 

QL~.,,_HtJle..Iy.; I was trave lling at that time but I g ather ed he spoke of 
human ri ghts ; th i s is open al l th e time you s,c , In fact 1 
think th e l ast spee ch I mado at the U. N. did say t hat our ma in 
inter es t was for human rights and r e form at that time . 

Q; Do you have any indicati on at all on the attitudes t owards the 
parades at the we eke nd? Is there a l ike lih ood that th ey will 
be cd le·3 of f i n view of your approa ch to the Amb assadors? 

QI.LH.i..l19.I.y.; I am awa it ing respons e- . The /,mbass2;dors ar e as I said beforc 
Ambass ad ors from countries with fri endly r e lations with both 
us and Great Brit ai n. It would be quit e wrong of me to assume 
that they would take an attitude without ~ommunicat i ng with their 
Governme nt s . 

How many Amb as Seld ers wer e int (?rvi ewe d? 

i2I.!...-.JjillQIyg I don't know how many were intervievJe d in my abs ence but VIC 

intend t o i nterview and t o e xplain to all Ambas sad or s accredited 
her e a nd this will t ake to - morrow as well I think . I can get 
you a list. 

Qg Did you c311 in the British Ambassad or? 

QI...?..J::!illQ.IY." I spoke to i'vir. Eva ns (Couns c: llor at the Bri tish Embassy) myself. 
I th in \ t he whole idea of diplomacy has noth ing t o do with 
sheu b ng from the roof tops ~ but I have made it quite cle ar wh at 
our thinki ng is at this time and asked hi m to ma ke this known 
to his Government . 

Q ~ V\Jh Y Mr . E vans? 

RI.!. __ HUl9.Iy g Th e Ambassador is away at t he moment . HG is in Lond on. 

Q: In pr acti ce l t erms whi1t do you thin 'c your v is it to Be lfast 
achi eved? 

QL~illQI,y6 It is ve ry hard to cnswer th at. We want to demo nstr ate to the 
people th at we ar e there, th at they are not isolated . I had 
2lre ady been fully i nfo rmed by pcople fro rn th ere and as the 
T20ise ach said l as t ni ght he h2s very full i nfor mation a nd 
ha s no int ent io n of 2cting without full in formation. He did 
say to me th is morning "mak e sure th c\ t you havE' a good look 
at th e place yourself so t hat you can guarant ee to me that 
the i nf or mation we ar c: ge tting is ck ar cmd accurat e ". 

Q; Do you want th e par ades bann ed? 

Dr . Hille ry: Well it wou ld be what wc would s eck , yes, i n sensitive areas. 



Q: Wha t would y our ott itude be to count er derr.onstr '-iti ons? 

12r..--t!ilJ.£IY: Count e r t o wh.Jt? 

Q; Counte r to Nor the r n I T! l and . 

Q!.:..J::!ill cIY ; I don' t und f) rst a nd what you mO<". n - wou I d we sto p them - i s th <:'1 t 
wh2.t you mea n? 

Q: Woul d you t2Ke 2 ny pr eventive acti on? 

QE.:.._jj.ille r.Y~ No I don ' t think so . The thi ng is to protect lives cnd pronc rty . 

Q: How long nltogether d id y ou st .Jy in the Falls Area . 

!2.E.!.J::!i1.l.£fY: I didn ' t time i t, I s uppose obout an hour and a ha lf. 

Q; We r e you surprised by a nything you s aw? 

12L_Hill c:rv ; Well not a fhr r eadinc: t he vc: ry 2.dcquotc descript i on s in t he 
newspaper s, but i t did bri n0 to life what I had bee n told 
as C\ child happe ned) you know you s ow the crmyLn charg e 
whethe r they li ke d to be or not, ar med men the so l d i ers 
wi t h 9u ns ev er r eady. You s ow the dam2ge done not olano last 
week - c nd but l as t August, the relics of th at dama ge . I would 
much pre f e r i f i t w ~ sn ' t th er e to be s c en . 

Q~ Di d peop l e ask f or he Ip? 

!2.~Hille ry g They d i dn ' t ask fo r any materi ol a i d, I mec:\O i n t he line of 
f ood or that ki nd of thin g , they s cemed to be f ully suppli ed 
t h 2t woy . 

Q: Kre the fie l d hospit a ls still ope r ating? 

12L.._Hill e£y: There ore ce ntre s the r e still and we will hel p onybody t hot 
nC0ds help . 

Is t her o any direct appr oach by eith er the Tao is ec ch or yours e lf 
to tho British Gov ernme nt at this st age ? 

12~HillQ£Y ; Yes I e xpe ct to be in Londo n on f:iedn esdoy . 

Q: Who ar e y ou go ing to meet? 

I have arra ng ed t o meet Mr . B2rbc r nnd 
he will spo ak wi th 211 th e authority 
spoke s ma n of the British Gove rnment i n 
may be th at t he r e will be other peoplL 

a ft e r that I presume 
no ces s 2ry for a 
thi s situation but it 
pre s e nt . 

Q: Will you be embarr assed? 

12I.!.._fjill££Y: We ll it wou ld be· an awful thing if we hod to regard a visit 
by me to North 0rn Ir el a nd as something t o bL emborr assed about . 
Aft er a ll they come t o th e Horse Sh ow and we s ay nothing . 

Q~ Do you s oe this situati on a s a Prot es t ant/Catholic co nfronL::ti on . 

12I.!._HillQ£Y: I ' d s ay t he r e is very littl e Christianity involved if th ot 
is wh at y ou mea n . Tho division line s may be on religiou s grounds 
but they are not fighting about r elig ion . 

Q: Ar e y ou meetin 9, Mr . Paddy Ken nedy i\!I , ;J . ? this eve nillg? 

12£.~il19 ryl. VVG ll he i s to meet me oft er I mGet y ou? would you like him 
t o comG in oft e r ? 



Q: Will tho Pre sid ent speok on this crisis? 

QI.e._Hi.U . .QIY I wouldn ' t like: to have people th i nk t h2t we were in ::; st ate 
of i r r emed i abl e crisis . I think what we have to do now is to 
establish ful ly t hat the law of reason sh ould be ac cept ed be 
a ll con cerned. The Pres i dent ' s duti es ar e definitely l a id 
down in the constitution and at this time I don ' t think t here 
is a pa rticul a r role for him to pl Ay i n this . 

Di d you meet Prot estants? or I . R.h . men? 

!?'h_l:Ell.f2.IY:. I didn ' t osk p(~ op l o 2.bout their rel i gio n or their orCJi::nisc:ti on. 
I d idn ' t meet them by appointme nt~ i n fa ct nobody knew I was ther e 
J, nd i n f act nobody knew I VJ2.S bo ck unt i 1 a f ew minut es ago . 
I didn ' t ottempt to mee t a wide cros s section of l eaders of groups . 
The people I me t I met by ch anc e . 

Q. Did onyone r e cognis e you? 

Qr.!._Hil1-.£rY~ I was r e cognis ed b;l a ff)w people . 

Q ~ Did they show any surpris e? 

Qh_Bi.UQ.r.Y ~ !\lo . I s a id I was int er est ed in finding out wh2t wos 90in0 on . 

Qg They didn't say any words , of r e cognition? 

Qr ., __ H.i.U ery z J~ f ew people who r ec o<] nis ed me J,ddr ossod me by name. 
I didn ' t f ee l it neces sary to introduce mys e lf to the individual 
people I sp oke to in door ways, I was more inter est ed in finding 
out wh~t they fe l t about whot was goi ng on rath er t han what 
t hey wou l d likG to tell the Mi niste r for Extern a l (,ff ai rs . 

Q: Di d you meet Padd y Devlin? 

QL~.~Hi)lQl'..Y.' Not Nir . Devlin . i'lir . K cnn edy~ I vias to [neot him . 
I hod to po stpone my ap pointment with him but I wil l be meeting 
him soo n . 

Qg What wa s your r eaction to the F.::l lls Hoad Curfew'? 

Qr.:...Jil:.il§.:£Y ; You cou ld take it my first r ea ct ion on hearing of the r a id in the 
Falls was t hat here WaS a ra i d i n an ar oo easily ident ified 
as nationalist in which nothing has happendd since l ast Au~ust 
not even a touch of what people describe as hool is anism. Last 
August they had been at tacked by armed mobs wh en they were 
undefe nded and since t hen they haven ' t done anything to warrant 
any att ention from the forc es of l aw and or der who ever they 
may be . The type of armoury fou nd is about lCS (]u ns for 
50 7 COO people , one for every 5 CO~ outdoted guns, nothing at oIl 
to moke any body fe ar fo r th e Steib? Here t hey ar e now suddenly 
disarrned a nd my feoline: i s if pe opl e ar e goinc) to be suc!den ly 
dis ar med in a pa rt of the city in whi ch noth 1ng has happened 
since l ast hugust and the last th i ng which hap pen ed was an attack 
b'.f ar lTled lTl obs on t hemse lves then I . think th at the Bri tish 
Gover nment will have to balance t.!CJt . They wi 11 have to 
ba l ance th at by mak ing sure th at th ose wh o attacked them 
befor e and those who mi ght attack th em again are disar med t oo . 

Q; Are you sugge sting that the Sha nkhill Hoad should also have been 
curfewed'? 

QL'.._H.UJ.!lrY ~ Yes . the Fa lls [{o2d acti on shou l d have been bD l anc ed quickl\1 
by a similar act i on in r elat ion to other pe or l e , other arc2S , and 
shou ld be fo llo l",f(: d up a l mo st i mmedi ately by full r e2 ssur2nces 
i n so f ar as t hey can be given, o f prot ecti on for t he people and 
for the r eforms which we r e guaranteed l ast year . 



~--------~----------------------------------~---------------------------------------------------~ 

Are you hope ful that cert a in par ades will be banned? 

QI.!._Hiligu ; Expres si ons of hope .. you know they rr.ean not hing until 

Q, , 

you hear f r om the peop l e r e sponsibl e . I wo ul d lik e to hope 
it. I must s ay it is caus i ng great apprehensio n t o the 
Taoisea ch that thes e pa r ade s are going on . 

Wh<:lt will you do if t hey are not banned? 

H alA day au me an? 
This is a tes t of 
people~ th e f a ith 

Do we t ake some awful acti on? 
democracy, i t i s a test of the 
of people in pr omises made . 

democratic 

Q~ Do you think Uni onists will be ange r ed by your visit to the 
Falls Road? 

QL!.._Hillerv ; Oh I suppose from the ir noint of vi ew () nd f r om the po int 
of vi ew of the Stormont Government it wo ul d be wiser if we 
never s a id or d id iJnything at all but from our point of view 
it is much wiser to stop bloodshed death in th e Nor t h of Ire l and 
than it is to give peace of mi nd to thos e who won ' t take 
r esponsibl e action . 

Q: What was your purpos e in go ing there? 

QL!._Hill.~I.Yg As I sta r ted off I s () i d the Tao is each as ked me: to go to r ed uce 
t ensi on caused by r c:cent events and cC:lU sed by t he f eel inc:; of 
peopl e th er e that they are isolat ed. 

Q: What is you r me ss age to the peo pl e of the Falls Road ? 

Q.f.!._Hil.lQf.:L~ Certdnly I wo uld lik e th e: m to know t hat cl- er e is so l id ()rity 
here and also I wou l d like th em to know th()t t here wil l 

be an approach by me di r uct to the British Governme nt on th e ir 
behalf • 

Q : Were you r ecognis ed c:.:ossing th e bord er? 

P:r.:.!.-.!:!ill~I.:L : I don ' t kn ow whether I was noticed gOint t her e or not but 
cer ta inly ther e was no pri or information f r om here . 

Q: What do you th i nk of t ho pr ese nt st atus of r eforms? 

QJ:..:.._Hil.leI .:L : Th 1S is somet hing t hut we hove been dealing with e ver si nce 
the promise of tho r e forms . The man in t he streot in tho 
Nor th s o'; s no r efor ms . The vo te; for every ma n i s th ere but 
he won ' t be obl e t o usc it until 1 972, The R. U,C, have bee n 
dis armed but ther e is talk of rearming them aga in ; the Special 
Powe;rs Acts arc ther e a nd you can be arrested and a fterwo rds 
tol d th at what you wore dOi ng was an offence even if was not 
an offence before you did it you can also be detained indpf­
initely without tri a l . The Local Government r e for ms have not 
t ak en place and the Centr a l Housing Executive s has not been 
created . So the ma n in the street does not see the reforms . 

Q ~ I undo r st ond you were to be on Panorama progr amme to- night . 

Q~_Hill~.:L g I was . I recor ded it th is mo rning . 



Q. 

Dr . Hi] l r' ry ; 

Dr, Hill : ry 

Dr . Hillny 

Q; 

Dr . Hillery ~ 

I..Q.0J._.R..f ,."int£r.v.tQ!!y, yyj..t.l'LttH2..1L.i n l?J.f:.I .. ...fg.:r:.'" E.X.t.~:.In.Q1 
A .. :tf.iir .. s .. :, . . QX .. ,·., P~jxt<;;JS . .J . , Itj .. llr;::]Y . .. L12.~ . .2..J;:~r.oa.c! ~.:J st. 
9..o .... 13.l3.C ... JXproW::J. ..... ~ t2,_ " .P.:'.J)9.~9..:'-:l? ',' .on. ,6,t h JUl.y." , 1.9.7.9 

i j ntUvi9_WC:t .... :._t;..~~r.,':v'I .. !,j" U)ccnJ 

Ministor, wh ~t i s y our Qss essment of wh Dt happe ned in Belfast 
ov r r th c! s c' ra s t t \ ' 0 wce k-c r,ds? 

L:st wc.,c k "·cnd the 
Dt t ~ c k cd by a r~ed 

bur nt out) pe opl e? 

F ~l ls ~, r 0C) whi,ch h ,~(1 been s ;:;vcl t;:;E: 1:: 
f'JO bs L :st ye c!r 1 ed by 3 Spec La ls 2nd pol i e e ~ 

H l od, WE'r e suddGnl ',' , s tunninCJ l y unexpC' cte:dly 
r 2i ( ('(\ by Br .i.t is h "rrc,;: . Th or o hG sn ' t 'x 'en 2n,th.i.n~ at 
a11 eve n h 'Yl ligCJ.n is' :1 in th t',' Fc;l ls since Lest Y" ar, c,nd this 
L ', i d t oo ' r 12c ,,' ;m c1 wc f ind th ey VJ ers ,~ i s ~1rr!J(:: d totedl\' and 
lc ft n c; jq?c1 t o t he ir o:')pnc nts C::,,:i.' in th is ye c r . Now when I s ay 
dis dr med; vJhat V'i:. S f ound wos~ I t h :cnk lOS Quns5 out -dated 
Suns, t hat ' s r I\. for every 50 0 pe opl e in t he ,:creC' . Comp3red 
wit h th c"t ~ 30 , B 'p ec iuls would h ,:v ~" hd ! th ~ t .·Ia ny guns 
2nd Go de rn one s , s o y ou can take it that th e s e ar lS we r e 
th er e be ca us e of l ast ye e r ' s s avage ~ tt 3 ck on t hem, they 
arc t o pr ot ect theMso lves now ~h at th oy a re n0 longer pr ote ct ed • 

But wa sn ' t thc, t i.n;} SE'cnso c:: r c: pr i s()l '.,o '. inst the shooti.ng of 
Protesta nts the previ ous w00k - end? 

I d on ' t kn ow t h tl t the British l~r rr1y ' o uld be entitled t o take 
repris a ls f or SIl O()t i ng at anyb ody , ce r t i.1 inly ther e VJ 2S no 
action in t he FoIls r oa d the pr e v ious weck - end . Th e peop le 
ke llod t he previ ous w cek - e n~ w~r E kelled in th e vicinity of 
St. T'i,-' tthew ' s C&tholi c Church, a nd they wor e Protest ants a nd 
the se xt ons hous e wns burn ed . Cne wo nd e rs ~ h at th ey we re 
doi ng at a Catholic churc h, or nca r it . Put I c er ta inly 
don ' t be lieve the: Brit ish hrmy would be expected to t 0ke 
repr i sa l s in <.l Gu i et ar co fo r th , t . 

Now y ,)ur C~ovr; rnrn r:nt h2s s a id t hat t o a ll cw pr ovo cative 
p ar ades to t 2Le r l a cc i n the pr esent cl i ~1 a te is wh oll y 
i nekfe nsi bl e . Now v,!Ou l d you C ~\ TC to cO'llment on that? 

l'Jell thre e t i !'!1C s i n 1?-3 months "ve f) (~VC' warned tlw Br itish 
Governmen t of th o eff ect o f having these pr ov oc ative paredes, 
bec a use t hey 2rc 0r ovoc ~tive by the domi nat i ng peopl e - they 
a r e .- i.lnC: th r c'c t i r;!cs we we r e right ~ V'.: i ce there was death 
an d bl oodshecl , ':. n(] I think t hi s tin~ e t he Br it i sh Gov 0' r nme nt 
mus t listen to us . ~C ' V0 aga in war ne d t hem that on t he 13t h 
of Ju l y if th 0 ~~ r adc s ar e not - some of them banned, some 
r e r outed - ~ ' e have gre:' t c.1 n prehens i on 2bou t what wil l hap,'en . 

\fvh dt do y ou think o f t he progr ess of re fo r m in Northern I r e land ? 

The ma n- in- th e -s t r oe t ~ oesn ' t S ~G any pr ogre s s . The r e have 
been t h e disb2nding of t he B Spec ials and t h e d is a rming of t he 
pol ic c: ; but, C1c;a in, S.i. r nrtbur young says thet may r earm 
the pOlice ct this st oge ; there will be th e vote for ev er ybody 

- when th G vot ing t ime come s 2r ou nd, which is 1972. But th e 
r ea l d i s c r i mi nat i on - t h , Special Powers Act, which means th2t 
y ou ca n be arre st pd on 2nyth ng WhiCh C2n be declared to be 
an o f Fen ce ~ ft o r you ' re arrest ed , You cnn be de t a ined indefinite l y 
v.J ithout be i ng ch c: r C'; ed . In the c!uestion of j obs , even the 
l egis l at i on for l oca l auth ori ty j obs or housin~ - there ' s no 
siQn of a cti on th er e . The m2n - in -t ~c - ~ t re et s ('cs no reform, 
a ll h e SGes is oxct ly t ho oppos it e . 

Given c. vv or s 2n i w , o f tJw posit ion of j\lo rth or n cond iti ons will 
you be cblc to conti nue i) non-intrrv0nt ion modera te ~ o licy? 
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Th is is - has boo n- the policy o f our gov e r nme nts th r oug h 
t h e y ~ars , s i nce t he ve r y f o u nd a~ i on of t h is St at e , t hat 
we do not 2 t t a c th os e p00p l c , th ey a r c our peop l c . Ce r ta in l y 
what we have do ne s o f a r i s reg ard c ~ as int e r vEnt i on. Fr om th e 
bcginn i n0 I thou r ht that th e Bri t i sh Gove rnme nt s hou l d hav e 
obs erve r s . I think we mus t hav e them to o in the c ns e of 
thece h ostage s in .th e Falls road , I t hink th e pr e ss - th e 
wor l d press s!-'ou l d be.' t her e . i,''1e v·Ii;, nt e c.' Brit i s h obsc r v lTs 
in Derry fo r the l\i:'pr c nt ic C' Boys ' :':o r ad c~ th ey d id n ' t t h in l 
it w-::. s nece ssa r y. , 'e t h oug ht l a t er we s houl d have U. I"I . 
OV8 C' rv r~ r s . 1 hl ent to t he Br i t i s h Gov E:' rnm ent s ev er a l time s . 
Thl y t houg ht I Wd S t a l k ing about s omet h i ng whi ch wa s wi t hin 
the i r compet e nce only . I t ook th e mat t r r t o t he U. N. t o t he 
Se cuii t y Council , a nd aga i n I t hi nk the Bri t i sh Gove r nme nt ' s 
att itude wa s, t his i s inter v ent i on . So we hav e bee n int er­
vonin0 in the s ituat i on be caus e we r e gard th e s e uS our peop le -
o.J 1 Lhe peop l e o f Nort he r n I r : L,nci a s o,' r peop l e . 

Do y ou f ee l th ~~ t t he si t u at i on hus i n any way chan ge d ".s a 
r e sult o f the Cons e r v0tive v oct or y ? 

The att i t ude of some of t he peop l e i n the minority -
~a ny of t he pe op l e i n t h0 mi nority - is on e of appr ahc ns i on 
noVJ . l hc y had the Dow ning st r e et gua r a nt eQ s ~ the y hGd th e 
guar o. nt oc s r ~ p2a t c d by Lor d Co. r adon at th e U . ~ . , whe n I 
wa s th er e , t he y f dt t h Qt e ve n t hough t he t c.'mpo was s l ow t hat 
t he s e r e f or ms woul d comc . The y a l so fco l t hut th ey VJou l d 
not b," att a ck '. d by t he f or c es of l aw and or d e r , wh i ch ar c n ow 
r 0pr c s c nt cd by ':he Br i t i s h hrmy . 

I ' n a f r a i d th e i r fa i th in t h8 Cons orvc t iv : Gov~rnmc nt 
is n ot a s lauch as it wou l d be in o l he r s, becaus e of th e link 
wit h the Ulst or Uni onist s . 

Th or o doc s ap pear t o have be e n a r eviv a l of l, 2 . A. a ct i vi t y 
;:md the r e i s a d c' ngc r ~ I t h i n " ~ h a t 01 0rthc r n Ca t h ol ics migh t 
t urn t o t hem in 2 crisis . dhat do y ou think a bout t hat ? 

I s iJ i d y e s te rd ay on th :. r ud i o t h 2t no body is entitl ed to ta ke 
any 2c t i on bc s ed on th e 2ss um~t i o t ha t our neth od ha s fa il ed. 
we ' r e d o i ng i t t he way it can be e ff e c ~ iv c a nd c er t a in l y I 
t hi nk t h at t he Br it-L sh GOlf e rnme nt - the Br i tish peop l e .. wi ll 
h:w e t o s oon '-mel ,_, dec;u at c l v r ~- ass ure the min or ity i n the 
Por th th zit t h cy ' r , not be i ng , xpos uJ t o t he i r c: nemi cs ; t hat 
th e y ' re not bei ng 2tt ~ ck a d by t he fo rc es of l aw a nd or d er. 

Now t h ot i:hc c ~; s c Clg2 i ns t I' ir . Bl a ne y ha s b : on d ismis sed i sn ' t 
['j!r. Ly nch ' s lc:c ~d e r s h i p i n gr (. c;tc r d ang er th 2n eve r - especially 
in t he l i Qht of t h0 No r t hc r r pr ob l e ms? 

I do n ' t think so . I th i nk t ha t he i s ve ry we ll e s tablished. 
He is i n 1 ~2d0r s h ip 2t a terr i b l y d if f ic ul t time fo r thi s 
count ry, be caus e of t h e way t he Nor t h ha s bee n hand l ed , . If 
it we r e bc inlJ ho nd l ed i n a mode r n way by a ;-,lOdc rn Gov ernme nt 
t he n f,lr . Lync h would hav c' no pr ob l ems 0 f 1e c:dc r sh ip . But at 
th i s t i lle cl ny l eode r wou l e: hav e a ve ry r ough ride in t hi s pa r t 
o f th e cou nt r y . 

Lor d O' Neill s U9 C,c s te d thc::t. if Br it i sh t r oop s l eave t he Nor t h 
t h,: y wou l d l e ave c i vil Wi:,r beh i nd t h em. now wh at do y ou think 
of th at as s e ssme nt ? 

I think t hat what I sa i d t h e f irst d ~y , I th i nk it wa s t o 
Lo r d Cha lfont , put y Oll r t r oop s in thc'r c , d is a r m t h o ~ e wh o 
hav e a po l i ce St at e t h( r e . 

Di s cr m t h e l ot , and t hen t ake uVV2Y your t r oop s and we ca n ha v e 
a pea c e f ul In l a nd . But what li as been do ne is to d is ar m t hos e 
wh o have br ounht in the s e a nc ient weapo ns to pr ot ect th em s e l ves 
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agains t those whos e ar ms have not bee n scarched for at a ll. 

Mr . Chiches t er-Cl ar k exclud es the pos s ibility of tri-partito 
t a l ks . hnd he sa i d that he had no truck with any t alks on th e 
cha ngi ng of Ulstor ' s r e l ationship with th o U. K. What do 
you f ee l about that ? 

You ' ll el ways find troubl e in Irel and until we hav e our fin al 
r euni fic ot i rm - whatever fo r m it t akes . h'e ' re quite prepar ed 
t o e xamine any type of reunification; we do not want t o 
impo se? a nyone culture on anoth er. CGrta inJ y he ' s t ot21ly 
wr ong t o think th at in t he modern world you can with force 
of arms and force of Brit ish money keep 0 State which is 
quit e unn aturol. and depends on tyr anny at times . 

Do you have a f inal wo r d t o say? 

I would hope the Brit ish public woul d hel p in this casc"w 
moke sur E: that t he behav iour i n t he North of Irolond is not 
that 0 f 1960 . Remember t hat th i s is 1970, and t he form "C 
be ino Brit i s h that they boast about in the North is not t he 
type of be ing British th~the normal .ma n in the st r eet in 
Engl and would wa nt , nor in Scotl and or Wales . 
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