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*8th July, 1970

Text of Press Conference given by Dr. Pstrick J. Hillery, T.D.
iMinister for External affairs, at the Irish Embassy, London,
on 8 July, 1970.

I am very sorry for being late for this Press Conference. I set out in
adequete time and I find that there are so many bits of business to be
done in between that I am elways late and feel that I have caused you
to be angry. However, angry or not I am here now and I am sorry for
keeping you waiting. I hope the Embessy will have compensated in some
form.

I had @ meeting today, I am sure you know about it, with

Sir Alec Douglas-Home at 4.30 after which I met Jir. Barber. The meeting
with Sir Alec Douglas-Home lasted thirty-five minutes. I didn't time it
myself but somebody did.

The content of the meeting with Mr. Barber was the same and, largely, a
repetition of what I had transmitted to Sir Alec so that there are two
members of the British Government who are now fully aware of my
opinions. We were dealing with the question of the North of Ireland.

I think perhaps you have been up-to-date with the happenings there. Last
week-end brought a critical period becsuse of a2 raid on the Falls Road
by the troops, the British Army, who went there last year to protect
the citizens from the armed mobs and the armed undisciplined B Specials
and the armed RUC. The troops carried out a raid on the Falls Road
area of Belfest which, for those who do not know Belfast, is the place
where you find Catholics, Nationalists,and cecrtain types of weapons
were found

For those of you who have any fears about the effects of the finds on
the stability of the state in the United Kingdom, they were old pathetic
weapons and one of them was a bow and arrow. However, I don't want to
condone in any way the presence of arms in the Worth of Ireland situation
which is tinder-dry snd dangerous. But the fact that these weapons were
found is a reminder of what we knew last year - that the Falls Road area
was attacked by armed mobs led by police who were crmed and antagonistic,
burned out and some pcoonle killed Since then the Falls has been

a quiet arca end nothing has heppened; not even the normal hooliganism
associsted with eny emotional events such as football matches or
anything eclse. There has been nothing in the Falls Road area since

last August until last week-end whcn there was 2 sudden swoop and these
arms were found and I say it is the pathctic expression of the attitude
of these people that they had to defend chemselves with any kind of a
weapon they could get. It is justified by some pcople that the finding
of the arms meant thet the swoop should have becn made but I would like
to say that, to my knowledge, the arms in a population of 50,000 people
would b¢ just about the seme amount of arms as thirty B Specials would
have and the only difference is that the B Specials would have modern
arms.

Part of the background to 211 this is that the reforms promisced bv the
British Government a2t Downing Street in August 1nst yeer and 2t the United
Nations, are not visibl:c to the man in the street. There are other

events in the Falls Road area which moke pcople feel thet they are living
in an area where the Government is hostile and that troops sent in by the
British public to protect them may now be used to protcct the aggressive,
insulting sectarian Orange perades which take ploce every ycar to remind
them of their subjection. These people have never expressed @ unified
view of what their finel position should be but certainly one thing they do
feel is thet they want somebody to be able to communiczte from them to
somebody in authority their need for justice and fairplay.
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I visited the Fells Road arva to show them that this communication

is possible. The fact that this caused some perturbation can be
interpreted in many ways. However, the way I interpret it is that
they nced some re-assurance that they are not alone, that they do  not
have to regard themselves as totally isolated from authority. I would
like to add that the question of authority, to my mind, has come

very seriously into consideration in the last counle of days because
the Orange Order, which scems to determine the course of events,

end the distribution of justice 2nd the number of votes and the
distribution of houses and so on in the North.of Ircland, has had not
a consultation bput a confrontationwith those elected into authority
and the Prime Minister of the North of Irelend has said that he would
be very much relieved if provocative parades did not taeke place 2nd
the silnister for Home affairs of the United Kingdom has asked them,
for the sake of preventing bloodshed, to stop these parades. They
have rcfused to do so. There is no authority left now for

that eres seemingly except the Orange Order. I have come to ask the
British Goviurnment to re-asscrt the authority they claim to hazve, to
take up the responsibility thiy have asscerted and this is the function
of my visit to London.

- -

Question Could I clear up one point, Dr. Hillery, please? .
Can you expl2zin why you didn't inform the British Government of
your intention to visit the Falls Road area beceuse wouldn't you
have expected Sir Alec Dougles-Home to have informed you in
advance of any intention he might have had to visit Dublin?

Dr. Hillery: I think that eny British Government member is
entitled to visit Irelend for shooting end fishing - we have
wonderful amenities in that form. Indecd; we have a record
of ‘inisters visiting Ireland for purposes of taking core of
former officers, soldiers and so on without giving us any
information.

Why did I go to Belfest without informing the British Government?
I did not want to go down the Fells Road surrounded by troops
and Constabulary.

ucstion Is it true that you were, in effect, rcbuked by the Foreign
g
Secretary today for going there without informing his
Government?
Dr. Hillery: “Without, in eny way, taking away from the very

high resbect that 211 Foreign Ministers have for Sir Alec
Douglas-Home, I would remind people thet I represent a sovereign
state not to be rebuked by anybody else and Sir Alec is much

too much of 2 diplomat to do what you think., He did remind me
that it would have been preferable from his point of view and

I think he told your Parlizment yesterdsy what he thought of the
situation,

Question Are you not satisfied, Dr. Hillery, with the assurances that
the parades will avoid sensitive areas?

Dr. Hillery: I have not sought the banning of parzdes.

I have sought the banning of parades in sensitive arcas

where they could not mean @ commemoration but could only mean
an aggressive humiliation for the local population. I also
sought the re-routing of parades s» as not to go through arcas
where their prescence would be provocative and insulting so if
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50

you are suggesting that I have an assurance that they won't
do this, I would be satisfied with thet assurance but I
haven't got it.

Heve you such an assurance?

Dr. Hillery;: No, I haven't. I haven't been refused it.
Yhat I have done is communicoted my vicws to the
representative of the British Government and it is up to the
British Government now to decide and establish their suthority
end mske thelr own decision.

Have you indicrted how many of those parades you would not
find offence for and sny reason for stopping them from
going through what is celled sensitive areas?

Dr. Hillery It is not a motter of numbers - it is a matter
of arca. There are something like 1400 commemoration parades
every yeer in the North of Irecland by the Orange Order, the
Apprentice Boys or whatever and each one is commemorating
something tha2t the minority would onrefer not to know about.

Mr. dinister, I think you misunderstood me. On the 12th
July there are rether 2 lot of dimonstrations - 14 or 15,
How many of thesc will be accentoble to you this year?

Dr. Hillerys We have a cle2r indication of this for ourselves.

Can you tell us?

Dr. Hillery: No I don't think so. Ther:c is 2 particular
reason for not publicising it herec.

Docs not the line in the joint declaration ebout the
parades put perticular emphasis that thcy zre an routes
designud to avoid security problems?

Dr. Hillcry: This is 2 request. This is not » decision - it is
a request. There will heve to be the establishment of authority
ond somebady will hove tn say what parade in whot perticular
place will not take place at that particular time - somebody
other than the Orange Order.

Dr. Hillery, last August the minority in Northern Irclend
tragicelly ond naivelys, I think, interproted the fact that

the Southern Government moved units »f the Irish Army up

to the Border ss a sign thet the Southern Government would,

in fact, intervene in Northern affairs if therc were further
bloodshed. In che light of this, I wonder if you would like to
tell us whot yo>u mean when you say thot your visit to the North
was to show the people of the Falls thet they were not alone.

Dr. Hillery: There is zlways a2 risk; 2s happened in many
countries in Europe, if you feel thot the natisns of the world will
¢ome 1n and save you from oppression, there is 2lways = risk

thot you will toke pction to put your own life et risk. I know
that nobody here would want to acknowledge that this could

take plece in a2n arez clazimed by the Government of the

United Kingdom to be under their suthority but there is always

that risk thet an oppressed group, if they feecl help is coming,

end if they ere desperate, will take action which puts them at

risk end =211 »sur policy has been to try to prevent this heppening.
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Our Prime iinister, the Teooiseach, has token every steo in
eviry stetement on behelf »f the Govermment, you may hove
read something cbout that, to show that we ~rc not
aggressively disposed towards the Six Counties of uorthern
Irelend. ¢ roelise, as did Governments before us, right
from the foundatisn ~»f our State, that any aggressive action
by us 2gainst the Six Ciuntics is aggressive actian ageinst
otheor Irish peoplec end we dn not intend to attack other
Irish people.

“isuld you like to explain what you mean by showing them then that
they arce not alone?

br. Hillery: I spoke for them todey. I spoke for them about
ten days ago here in the Foreign Office.

Question Con we tagke it them thet the dinority in Northern Ireland will
in futurc send its reprosentations to the British Government
through the oublin Government?

Dr. Hillery: You would have to ask them both that. At the
moment they ere just isoloted.

Question Would the Jublin Government be willing?
Dr. Hillery. Oh, certeinly. The North of Ireland feel

thot they must cxpress themselves. I am avail~ble when
there is nothing else availeble to them.

Quecstion Do you not accept the assursnces of Sir Alec Dougles-Home in
the Foreign Officc statement that there will be equal
citizenship, equal protection for both religious communities?

Jr. Hillery: I 2accept it. There is no quick proof that this
is goinc to be a fact. There is considerable doubt in the
minds of people in the North of Ireland. I have no rezson to
doubt snything Sir Alec Douglas-Home said.

Questian Dr. Hillery, cre ynu suggesting thot the representation of
the Catholic minority in the iorth in’both Stormont and in
Westminster is totally ineffective?

Dr, Hillery: They have been so trcated by the Orange Order,
and the Gevernment in the North »f Irelend is so incapzble

of handling the Orange Order thst the Government here must now
deal with the Orange Order, @hB¥ they cannot hope unless there
is some definite act, some definite act »f authority by somebody
on the Orange Order, they cannot hope to be treeted a2s equal
citizens no matter what is said for them.

Dr. Hillery, 2s Foreign J4inister ond dinister for External Affairs
of the Irish Republic, d~ you now regrrd yourself 2s the represent-
ative of the minority of Northern Irclend?

Dr. Hillery I 2lweys regerded myself as & representative of any man living in
Irclend. As fer as we are concerned we have had to accept that
Six Counties of our country have buen separated ond ruled by
another State but I beliceve that I represent any man living in
Ircland 2nd I =m entitled to visit =ny town or homlet
in that Island.
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Looking =zt what was said abiut the Orange Order, which I will not
disoute, is it a fact thet in the present circumstances

2 pueriod »f direct rule would be beneficicl -nd if not immediately
under whet circumstonces would = peried of direct rule be
beneficiel?

or. Hillery. I think thot 2 period of rule based an
orinciples of justice would solve the probloem. #y reading of it

now ¢t this time is thrt somcbody muit desl with the Orange

Order. Now direct rule from anywhere thet is incop-ble o2 unwilling
to hendle this matier »f the Orange Order will make no

diffcrence.

In your visit to London will you c:ll an members of the
Opposition?

or. Hillery: This is 2 Strte visit This is quite unlike

my visit to Belfast. This is 2 State visit to the Governmunt
here, This is 2 dircct visit Gov.rnmint to Government. I have
made no attempt on this visit to contact members of the Oppositinn.
I am sure they themselves will not wait to be asked what to do.

I have grest feith in the princinles for which this country

has for so long contributed ond faught.

#ould you inform the British Government »f 2 further visit
to Belfast agoin or do you not think thet is nccessory?

Dr. Hillery: If I wanted to travel ersund with troope and

police ond tell the people you had 2 great time here I would
probably go officizlly but the problem there is thet there are
peaple isol~ted with nobody to mect them. I =m nat saying they
would pick me if they werc given 2 froe vote. I em just saying
that it would have been marvellous if somebody from here, without
seeking authority from anybody, went over and talked to them,

Did you not regard it @s meaning ony discourtisy as Sir Alec
said in the House of Commons., Do you not regard it as 2 severe
diplomatic discourtesy?  You think thet Foreign udinisters
should go to other countries without informing the Government

of these countrics?

Dr. Hillery: I would not ask the Foreign dinisters of »ther
countries to basc their bchavisur on me at all. I am somewhat
inexperienced. But I will say this: I am an Irishman. If Ireland
is completely free I will obey the rules of the games thet other
nations laid down but while diplomatic niceties are so used as

to prevent a lerge scction of Irish people from getting fair play
then I won't play the rules - I will play the main rules but not

the nicetics.

that comments do you care to maeke on the suggestion thet your visit
to the Falls Road on sonday was loergely explained here as @ political
dodge thought up by the Taoiscech to placate public opinion

in the South?

Dr. Hillery: Anything I do is to plocete myself. You know

we did not get a free independent sovereign Government in Dublin
from placating people or from practising diplometic niceties.

No: the purpose was what I said. There are politicel pressures
in every country but the re2l melignant discese in the present
situetion between our two countries is the placating of the Orange
Order cnd I don't know if there is anybady here who wants to
support thsat,
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Will you ask the U.N. to send cobservers?

Dr. Hillery: Last yeer I asked for the British Government
to send observers. e have been quite feir 2bout this. Leost

year on the lst of August I 2sked that the British Government
send observers to Derry for the Apprentice Boys Parade; end if
you think Apprentice Boys sre boys have 2 look at their
photographs, but the British Government felt at that time that
there was no nced for observers from here as Apprentice Boys
behaved very well - now you know what hapoened. #hen we thought
of the United Netions having observers there we didn't say
to the United Wations send obsesrvers - we esked the British
Government to invite sbservers there. 1In fact we have been
much too close to protocol 2nd diplomatic niceties. This time
the totel responsibility for law 2nd order in its decent

sense 2nd for the 2pplicztisn of justice rests squesrely »n the
shoulders of the British Government and what will happen this
time must be answered for by the British Government. We always
know what is happening. e have no plans to send observers.
You know we had no plen to have me up there to sce what is
hapnening. Ye sre not happy to come on zfter and say - this
hzppened, thet happened. hat we 1ant to d» now is say this
must not happen and we arc a2sking the British Government to
stop this happening. All they have t» do is to say to the
Orange Order - there is 2 Government.

Dr. Hillery, are you representing exclusively Catholics
or do you defund also the Shankill Road?

Dr. Hillery. Well these are people who have no couse for
insecurity whrotever. As I said in the beginning 30

B Speci~ls would hove s much rrms as was found in the total
toll in the Falls Road.

Arc there any B Specicls?

Dr. Hillery: Thore ore people like them. You don't stop
existing beceusc your name is taken away from you and I am

not saying - I don't want to ceuse trouble but thers are people
in thaet segment of the community who are totally committed

to their own protectiosn znd of the type »f state they want ta
exist up there. Now you might not call them B Specials.

I acknowledge the B Speciels were sbolished.

Dr. Hillery Jdo you think that things are more difficult now than
under 2 Lebour Government?

Dr. Hillerys My deelings with the present Government have
given m&¢ no rezson to believe thet matters will be any worse
under the present Gov roament. It is o factar in the situetion
that people in the North of Irelend feel that the link

of the Unionist party with the Conservetive Guvernment

will cause less sympathy with the minority view. It is a very big
factor and I think thest anything that happens will be coloured
by that thinking. But I porsonally; as 2 representative of
the Irish Gavernment, have no recason to beliceve thot the
prescent Government in Britsin intend to renege in ony way

from the promises made for reforming the North of Ireland.

Dr. Hillery can I ask have you made sny represcntotions sbout

the Speciel Powers nct to the British Government and what
response you got about that?
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Dr. Hillery: I decided I wouldn't tolk cbout responscs and
indeed responses daon't always come the doy you moke the
representetions. It would be notural for the British
Govermaent t©o meke thoir own decisi-ns. all I can say is
what I want done, what I think shiyuld be done, and it's up
ta the British Government €2 make their own decisions.

Dr Hillery whot ebout the Special Powers set?

Dr. Hillerys 1 think thore shouldn't be 2 Specisl Powers
nct. I don't think & man shhuld be detained - or a woman -
withwut trial. I don't think an affence should be declared
after the act hes token plece if it wasn't previsusly
described zs an affence.

Dr. Hillery you have just told us thet you do not consider
yourself bound by normel diplomatic rules. Does this
apply »nly t» Britain or to anywhcre?

Dr. Hillery: I >m not 2 diplomat. I 2m 2 politician.

I have some of the best diplomets in the world working

in the Deportment of External nffoirs in Dublin and they
obey all the rules. Now as far as diplomacy is concerned
we have no worry about the behaviour of Irish diplomats but
the hehaviour of Irish politicians is something relsted

to the actuel reality of sur needs ot home and I don't
intend by what 1 said to give an idea thot Irelond will not
obey the rules - in fact one of the outstending characteristics
of Ireclond, of the Irish Government, has becn its
contributisn tn law, order, peace and to internstisnal
organisations. e have never undermined the rules »f
procedure in international affairs.

Vr. Hillery how mzny people did you meet in the Falls Road?

Dr. Hillcry: I didn't count them. I met peoplc in doorways
and women whose¢ houses had been roaided, nld men, young
children as I went through the arcas. All the pubs were
beaten up - I don't know why they don't like pubs in Belfast.

Did you make appointments to meet anyone?

Dr. Hillery: Ny I made n3 appointments to meet anyone.

I met some people there who knew me but I couldn't honestly
tell ysu what their names are. ‘hey recagnised me and
took me round.

Did you toke your >fficisl car?
Dr. Hillery: I went in a private car.
How were you intraduced in the Falls Ro2d?

Dr. Hillery:s 1In speaking to the inhabitents »f the Fells Road
arca the people who accompanied me said "therc is a fellow
here from the South who wants to know abaut you'". Nog this
is not a formel thing. The people were told that there

were up from the South a couple of people who wanted to know
what happened on Fridey night. What happened you? What did
the troops ds?  How did you feel sbout it? But therc¢ was

no questi-n of saying therc was a member of the Irish
Government up here. No, I didn't meke ony attempt to do

that kind of thing.

Did you tell those people who you were?
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Dr. Hillcry: Those wha recagnised me indiccted it by 2 glance
ot 2therwise and the others didn't care wh> I was.

Wha were the couple »f fellows from the South?
Jr. Hillery: The sther mon was the driver - a vory goad driver.

Would you think it legitimate to go ta Cyprus 2nd t2lk
to the Cypriot minority without invelving the pr.sent Gov.rnment
thura?

Dr. Hillery, tlell at the moment with the Irish traions penco-
kéeping there I think enything csuld hepzen. I don't think

you have eny prablem there ot the moment. The Irish trocos

arc peace-keuping there but we have made more _han sur
contributi n - w2 heve made » morvellous contributisn
little islznd.

A ad

for 2 small

Dr, Hillery, do y~u think 2 Ainister culd arrive -n the isl-nd
unannaunced, to visit 2 minority community, without sfficislly
informing the Cypriot government?

Dr. Hillery: I csuld tell you thet dinisters »f your
Goveérnment - I presume you are from Britain - have turned up

at places like Puck Fair and the Dublin Horsc Shew. It doesn't
WOTTY US.

Do y>u really think ysu con comperc 2 visit t» the Falls Rnad
in those circumstances to somebidy going sn holidays?

Dr. Hillery: No: in fact the visit t» the Falls Ro2d hed

2 v.ry specific purpose. It was calculated to prevent a most
extracrdinary issleti:n of a big number »f the populatian

and 25 my Prime sdinister said, it was done to orevent en
outbreck which would interfere with pe-ce. I will tell you
one thing. W don't always expect pessle to agree with us in
Ir<landi

Do y2u not accept that the previ-us Friday's risting (26 June)

in which five were killed, do y»u not accept thot there wos

some Cetholic provacatisn there?

or. Hillery No. There was 2 graup ~f Protestants fund

in the vicinity »f 2 Catholic church in which the sextan's

house was burned. I dsn't know whether they were proying or not
but they were there and I wouldn't say yru would ¢all that Catholic
provacotion,. I don't think there is much rcligi-n in this act.

dinister, can I for a moment turn off the past and look to the
future. "™ill you losk for U.N, osbservers?

Dr. Hillery: Last year I asked for theme I think what I would
like to see is if it is a fact, which I haope it is not,; thet the
Orange Order has ns higher authority in the North of Ireland

or here. If they cennot be told what to do I think it would be
very important that os many observers whether from Government, from
the press, from televisisn should be there to see what is going

SN,

Your Government promised 2 yeor agn th:st if there was any trouble
in Londonde¢rry »r Belfast the Irish troops would be sent «o0..

Dr. Hillery: Your question is loadeds; 1ike "did you stop
beating your wife?" "hat we sent were hosoital units to the
border 2nd there were military hospital units end the troops
thet went with them were those which would msrmally go in a
military onerotion with @ hospital unit. “le have some cmps up
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there ond the peaple cre coming from the North to them.

Question Dr. Hillery, you must be awerc that thore hos been some
criticism in the British press on the lines thet this is an
internz1l Southern Irel-nd political problem for y-u and
your Cabinet .2nd theref-re your visit across the border
was 2 politiczl one in terms »f domestic politics in vublin
and had nothing tn do with people in the Falls Ruad. T wonder
would you comment on that?

or. Hillery: d4ell you knaow you can't stop penple writing
these things. I thwught ysu were going to say thet the North
of Irclznd waos zn internzl problem for aur Government - I wish
it were. This is the whole basis 3f my Party - my
Governmunt's activities - t» meke Ireland sne unit. If ywu
think we czn't take internsl punishment I'11 tell you 2 strry.
Two winisturs were fired, tw: iinisters resigned -nid ane
junior .inister resigned absut o month ago, I don't

know of any sther Government in the world that could take thot
in ¢arrying ~ut 2 snlicy which needed 1ong sight ond much
patience end if you think we 2re suddenly going t~ start
stunting we needn't have done that. Wy Prime sinister

need not have removed from the Government some 5f the best breins
thet could prssibly be in o Government. It's unreal

to think that you will remwve - I am not soying everybody

was of the some calibre - but there were brains in that
Government thot you would not want to do with-ut and t» think
that you could remove them 2nd then do samething else for
political purposes - it's unre2l - it's just nat believable.

Question dinister, would you personally like to see sr. Charles Heughey
come back into the Government et a later stage - at @ later
time?

Lr. Hillery: Well, to start-off with, he is 2 peérsznal

friend »f minc. I would like to sece him there becouse of that,
I think thzt he is ane of the best broins thzt we have ever
had in an Irish Government ~nd h¢ hes made 2n cnarmsus
contributisn t» -ur econsmic develnment. I cen't comment

sn what is sub judice in the Courts but certainly I would very
much hope for Ireland's scke thot it would be poassible to see
Ch=arlic Haughey in Government agein.

Question dinister, you said a lat about the Orange Order. «re you
aw-re, for your infarmatin, thet the Orange Order is
opposed utterly to having any contdct with Southern Irishmen
and is British, aggressively British, as indeed they are
entitled to bhe? g

Dr. Hillery: I think that the Orange Order position

in the North »f Irelend, with that pert of »ur cHuntry
partitisned <ff - just ennugh of it thzt thay c2n hald - is
in o false situati»on. sAnybody in 2 false situeti n must foel
constantly insecurc 2nd anybsdy who is constontly insccure
will be eggressive znd I think you have some evidence

of this in the Parlioment hexe at the moment.

Question Vere your tolks on tho Common Jderket full of sweetness?
Dr. Hillery, MWe had arrangements cbsut consultatisn beczuse

7f the close relati-nshis between the tws ecconimies and
Mr. Barber and I agreced thet these methods »f consultation
shhuld continue in the negotiatisne which cre coming.

Question Dr. Hillery is this crisis 2byut civil rights or is it cbout
partition?

Dr. Hillery: Taday's crisis is cbout the Orange Order. 1I'll do
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the British Government 2 favour now just before I finish.
There is e crisis of authority here. Do the Orange Order say
t~ the Prime sinister of the six northern costern counties of
Irelend for which Britain cloims responsibility and <o they
say to the Home Secretary of the British Government and do
they s2y t» the British Govermment and t the whole »f Briti h
oublic opininn, dn they say - well whot do they say?

Do they say "we won't listen to y-u?".

whet do you think the Government should 1 about it?

Dr. Hillery: They have alruady said they won't listen. It's
a crisis of authority in what we like to regerd as very near the
cradle »f demacracy.

hre you npposed to -1l Orange perades?

Dr. Hillery: I concede thot some sarades will cruse n2 harm.
I am quite discriminating about parades. I think thet some
parades will do no harm; they will have a jolly good day outs
they will probzbly beat the drums and have a good time. But there
are some parades that will go out there to humiliate pesple =ond
humilisted pesple will sometimes turn ond we ore gning to have
trouble thet we don't want.

Did you discuss with Sir alec specific demonstratisns and which ones
you would cope with?

Dr. Hillerys I mentinned a few where it was obvious that nobody
living in the particular town would want to celebrote the perticuler
event.

Is the chennel still open between you :nd Downing Street - you
and the Foreign Office?

Dr. Hillerys Yes: there are very very gond relationships between
the Government here and »ur Government.

Will there be after this Press Conference?

Dr. Hillery: Oh yes. I hrtve given my own opinicn only. If I
have said anything that would demage reclationships betwecn the two
countries I would expect that my Prime sinister would remove

me. The rclationships between the two countries are gnod and
importent and valuable and if I have said anything here that

would damage that I would quite accept that I would be removed from
Office.

Did 2nyone in the Falls say to you quite plainly "if there is
shooting this August will you come in to help us", and if so
what did you say to them.

Dr. Hillery: No, not in my visit to the Falls. Nobody was
thinking of shooting. It's quite wrong to think that I went

up there to meet @ crowd of gunmen - I met women who were
frightened, old men who were frightened - there wes no question of
guns.

And none of them said whet will the Southern Government do if
there are any attacks this summer.

Dr. Hillery: No - they were in a stunned state - they just -had

this sudden visitations they didn't know what happened. I don't
know whether you ever had troops suddenly invode your home without
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explenation. They might be the best, decentest brys in

the world but these people suddenly had trosps coming in to
their houses. But thore was no questisn of their soying to me,
will ysu come up ~nd do something.

Question “het would yru have s2id tz them if thoy had?
DOr. Hillery: That is 2 hypothetical questi-n.
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