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Ootobeyr 22nd 1570

Department of ESxtermal Affaive

1 had By, Jemee Callaghan, ¥.P., fov lunoh yesterday and
we talked for the best part of thwee hours, ¥hile our
converasation ranged over o wide lield, most of it was
naturally devoted to the Forth. I shall bs reporting
sepasrsiely on some of the cther matters whioh osme wpe

ir. Callaghan ahowed a particuler interest in tnowing how
we are gesting on with the Tory Uovermment and partionlarly
whether the discussions oa the Nerth arranged during the
period of the provious GCovernment are being continued %o
our satisfootion. 1 $old him that we are quite happy with
the eourse of events and seationed the frankness shown at
the ¥imisteyial meetings which have taken plage so fay w
well as the close and friemdly stmosphere at offieial level.
He said we would find Kr., Heath oold and 4ifiomit to know.
it the swme time, 1t should be congeded that Henth is =
fodr-uinded and decisive porson but he doubdbted if some of
his senior sollesgues would share his view on this.

iy, Hondling, with whom My, Callaghan ¢laims $o be im oloee
and rogular oonsultation, seems determimed to condinus
Labour poliey. He regards Hr. Xppon ez a @ifferent ketile
of fish from George Thomson. ie¢ deserided Ny. Zippon as
*a rough type® who ia ome of the lesst popular of the Toxy
frent benchers. 1 eald that 1 had, in my limited contacts
with ¥Fre. Rippon so fur, found him very pleaczant and anxious
to be helpful., Nr, Collaghan remarked that ke hoped that
tale would continmus t6 be cur exporiense of “r. Rippon.
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A% this stage, Nr. Callaghan enguired as $0 how we now
felt about the situation in the Horth and this gove me
the opportunity to express o him in detall our views
on the two sajor reforme yoit %0 be introduced, namely,
nousing «nd looal governmsnt, I sivessed the paramount
importonce of effective and speedy implementation of the
roformme and omphasised that the Taclseuch's acoeptumae of
fritish guarantees in relation to them mmst suvely bYe a
vevolutionary developmend. There have beon the most
firm undertekings on the British side in relation to these
reforma ond thelr proper and effective lmplementation ie
surely & msatter affecting Britein's reputation in the world.
I then de=1t in considerable detell with the Sousing
sxsoutive Bill on the lines of the case we made &t the
resent meeting st offiotal level in the Forwign and
Gommonweslth Offiee. 1 made it clear to him that the
Britigh themselves do not secm $0 be happy chout the Bill
sg it ctands at present. In our view, it fails seriously
o reapond to the undertaking oontained in the Downing
Street commmndoue. He wae not sware that the Bill was
to be given a sveeond reoding yeaterday smd smald that,
beemase of prececupotionwith Party matters, he had not
in faot yet nseen the text. Ile would, on his retwrn S0
nis office, arr:nge lmmediately to obt:in s eopy and
would certainly toke n strong line 4if his view on the
eontents of the BAll happenod t¢ coineide with ours.

Nr, Calloghan went on $0 say that our discussion was noust
opportune as he had just acoepted an invitation Lrom
*Jismmy" (Major Chichester Clark) to meet him for o
teto-aetote over lunch om the 2nd November, lr. Callagham
sadd 4% would be most weeful %o him A€ I could give him
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in sdvence of that meeting some notes setiing out our
views on the wesknosees which we saw in the Bill. I then
nended to him,for striotly confidential wese, & copy of
the dooument prepared by lr. Xierunsn of the Department
Loos) Government., Nr, Callaghen sedd he would study
the dooument elosely and that I oould feel assured that he
would trest it with the striotest cenfidence. The
refomm programmt, he sald, wes initioted by the Lobour
Government end I need have no doubts that he persomally,
and the Labour Puorty gemerally, will do everything poesible
$0 see that the programe is implemented.

w.mmuu:zmbmetmmmm
ond agein I ceaveyed the position in dotail on the lines
of the gase we made at the recent meoting in the Poreign
asnd Commonweslth Office. He took goplous motes of all
my comments, whigh I had fully rehearsed before seeing hinm,
Curiously enocugh, he did not seem to think that the

comsd tment on local government refowm wae as fimm as thet
in other fields. "hen I recalled sources to suppowt ny
view $hat o firm oommitment had been entersd into, he said
he wes prepaved to sccept what I had sudd dut would, on
hias xeturn to the office, refresh his mind from the
relevant doouments, Fe menticned that the legislation
on logal government reform is likely to strip the loeal
suathorities of most of thelr mowe importunt exioting
functions, IM&M}mwmmnmme,
it was olearly essentlel that full equality of treatment,
a8 already guarunteed, should apply. He said I could tuke
it that he was fully with me on thde. He will, on the
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basis of what I told Mim and after further study, go over
the matber in devall with dajor Ohichester Claxk on the
Znd dovember and will slso teke an early opportunity of
divouseing the matter with his collengues.

I brought ap the question of Proportional Represemtation
end agadn followed the line in the official brief, I
regalled to ¥Mr. Calloghan the interceting comment om P.R.
made in the Maorory Report. He listened attentively bdut
left me with the imprescion thet he 1s not s enthusiset
for a change in this direotion.

Kr, Callaghan paid wamm teibute to ¥ajor Chichester Clwk
who he vexy mueh hopes osn contirue im office. It is,
he ssld, dnportant to the situation thet we should aveld
doing or saying enything which would weoken Major
Chiohester Uleark's position. He desoribed the lime whieh
the Taolsesoh has been taking as "admirpsdle”,

Hr, Collaghen went om to say thet, at the time of his
leaving office, he personally still had stromg reservations
abeut the advissbility of a teke-over by Londom in
almoet any oircuastences. le has, however, changed hise
mind semewhat in the meantime dut still feels that, if
Chighester Clark were $o fall, the administration in the
FHorth should be given a last chance under a new leader.
This 19 a matier which he has disoussed many times in
recent months with "Reggle“. lis latest advice %o

Hr, Badling was that, 1if Chichester Ulark should fall,
the cdaindstration should got one other chance even if
the leader were to be Uralges He told Mr, Maudling that,
in the "adnittedly uniikely event” of Craig ooming o
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the top he (Crudg) should be susmensd to Londom within
forty=eight hours of his mppeintment and given the most
precicve instructions to carry en the poliey of his
predocessor. I said that his readinees to give oven
Uradg o chonee groatly surprised me, Did he think thot
Crulg, or indeod most of the others for thut netier,
would toe the lineY Vould he be prepared to countensnce
en almost certain bloodbath in the initial forty-eight
hours not to mention what would follew later? He admitted
that bhig advice surprised Mr, Nouwdling too but he did,
however, think that Paulkner would be worth a trial,

i told him that we would not regord Feulkner as scceptadle
nor would he be acoeptable to the Minority in the Hovth.
He was no doubt aware, I seid, that Paulkner is now in
the unhappy position of not being trusted sither by the
Vodernte or the Right Wing Unioniste, He wondered whether
this wus not 2 rather harsh judgenent on Mr. Faulkner
whon he deseridbed as a most able politioien,

Senerch

Ky, Cullaghan then went on $¢ say thet L% may come as news
to me to leuwrn that he is at henrt strongly in favour of
the unificution of Ireland. The present divieion is une
netural snd the eonstitutional problem will certainly have
to be reselved but the spprosch mmet be a gradusl one,

1 intervened to stress thut the s.prliest possible
implenmentation of geouine reforme must be a sins gue non
of pesce in the North and of sny worthwhile approach to
the solving of the oomstitutional isous. He seid he gould
not agree more. I went on to say that given the purt
played by the Lobour Government in foreing a rofomm
programme on the North, there ia considerable cxpectation
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in Irelomd and, %o my cortain knowledge anong the Irish
in this gountry also, that the Labour Psrty in opposition
will throw 4ts full welght behind reform. Mo sald thet
he 1s ehofzman of o commlttee oonserned with the
formulation of Lobour poligy for the next four yours,
The Furty's attitude on the FHerth will figure prominently
in that polioy. If a suitable overall poliey can be
developad, he saw no resscn why the Luboury Farty should
not get bagk into Government in the next eleotion.

In this context, apurt altogether from gemuine feelings,
the significance of the lxrdsh vote onn certainly not be

At that stage, Mr. Callaghen sadd he wanted to tell me
of the eiforts he io making to sot uwp in the North a
regional brangh of the Labewr Party. He has boen working
voxy hord on this mabter in reeent months and ie hopeful
of getting approval for the idea fulyly soon. Under the
arrongevent he aas in mind, the headouartere of the
regional broangh would be in Bellust end agente would be
appeinked in all the constituengies. e streseed that
e 18 not ot all soblivited by sy consideration of
getting more lLebour seuts in Vestndinster. !ls plen would,
in fuot, be geured essentiamlly to the building-up of &
gemine Loboux opposition in Ctorment. | vecalled that
he had alresdy mentioned thic matiter to me when I eulled
on hia in the Home Offige in Moveh last. Ny understanding
then was that hie plem was related $o Yeotminster sests
and he told me that he has ohanged his wind on thdse

in the meantimes I recalled the wlegivings 1 expyeused
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to him off the ouff =t our surlier mecting and sadd I
eould now give him a more offielal view sa %o what our
attitude would bo. Ye would, in faet, view such a
development with diafovour. It would mean 2 move
posltive recognition by the Lobour Porty of the
contimaing division of my countyy. lHo 2244 he would
groafly regret 1t 4L we were to take this stand offliedally.
He, and many of his ocolleagnes in the Farty, are convinoed
thet only though a sustained and aystematie operntion
aimed at wortters and small farmers in the North will it
be ponesible %o dulld up an effeative opposition $o the
Unioniet Party. He would envisage having Lasbour candidates
in all constiturnoies in the next general elsution in the
Horth and he hoped that we would see our way to fall in
with the plan he has in wind which would be imtreduced
as an experiment gonfined to a tem yeor period., With the
type of orgaxisution whieh the Lubour Party would set up
in the Horth there would be ne danger of infiltration by
andesirodle elomsnts, The polley of the Horthern bruneh
wonld eortainly have to be that unifiocstion of Irelend
could omme only whem the majority ¢f the populstien in
the Nerth fuwourced thie change. 1 vemorked that the
development he has in mind could do sevious domage to
the new opposition pordy in Storment :nd we would regesd
thie as uvafortunate., e bHrushed this comment aside by
saying that the new party has no futwre. It will
dieintegrate qulokly becsmse 1t has no gemuine bdasis of
gohootion. I osdd that, «ith a eiveng reaction at home
to sugh a development, the standing of the Labour Party
in this countyy with the lrish voter might be sericusly
damnged, Ho oald he doubted if this was likely even
though people like Mouwiee Foley wonld ghave my view,
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ur, Callaghen hed mentioned to we when I phonsd inviting
him to lungh thadt he is anxious to go to Irelund shortly
vieiting Bellast and Dubiin in that erder., Immediately
following that telephone conversation, I consulted
w.zmwwuwmwuwmauxwm
6 visit. Mr. Gallagher told me that 1t would be
vreferable from our point of view if ¥r, Callaghon were
not to take the two capitale in the order suggosted.
Beenuse of this, I took the lime that, while he oould be
sure of o woet warm weloome in Dublin, 4t might be a
1ittle esbarrvessing for us 4if he were to take Dublin in
after n visdt o Belfest. He said he would be prepared
for appearances sske %0 go to Belfuet snud then spend some
days on & short holidey in the Veet of Irelend afber
ummmamunmnnmmngfm.

e 1 failed to show enthusiesm for this ldea, he asked
=0 bluntly if there would be any poscibility of am early
offioiel invitetion $¢ him to go to Dublim. If such

an invitation were forthooming, he gould elesr it with
Hajor Chishester Clark en the 2nd Novembasr =and would them
have no difiioulty shout going te Tublin firet. He
salid he is most anxious %o heve a detalled telk with the
Tacisouch and with other Hinletere ns well, 1 asked
nim what timing he had in mind for such n visit and he
sadd Lo ouuld go over in late Novembor or eurly lecembar.
Ag ho is sugh s smooth operator, 1% could be that a
pain purpose of the suggested visit would be to try and
kill any possible objection by us t¢ the propesal to
establish & regional brangh of the Labour Party in the

© National Archives, Ireland



TSCHY/3: Central registry records — Department of the Taoiseach

Horth. ALl I oould do was to promise to put his
suggestion to my authorities and to get in touch with
him again before the 2nd Novenmber,

Ambaseidor
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