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As on pr evious occ a sio~s the meeting commenced ~ith a briefing by 
Mr . Gallag her on the main development s connected with the North 
since the previous meeti ng of the Unit on 6th August . Mr . Gallagher 
adverted to the incr easing right - "" 'ing pressure on Major Chichester ­
Clark and his Government, adding th at the crunch waS likely to qome 
shortly when the two major reforms , housing and loc al government , 
came up fOr enactment . He saw a great need to ensure that the 
qua lity of reform d id not suffer and in this connect ion mentioned 
th at from a cursory examination of the Housing Executive Sill ther e 
were real ~rounds for concern . The Executive as proposed in the 
Bill would ;have verv little real indeoendence and power and would 
be under t he thu mb ~f Mr . Faulk ner's ~inistry of D~v e lopment. We 
might have to t ak e up the matte r with the British to ensure that 
there is no hack-pedall ing on or watering down of reforms . 

The Chairm~n referred to the growi ng pressure from right - wing 
Unionists an d Pais l eyites to re - arm the police in the Nort h and 
Mr . Gallag~e r s aid that there was a strong r~mour th at Sir Arthu~ 
Younq , the head of the ruJe , wo uld not last much lon qer. In this 
conn~ction ,he said th at if the rumour were true it ~ould be our 
hope th at he should be reQlaced by a Bri tish police chief . 

Mr . 6 SGilleabh~in enquir ed whether the spiking of certain roads 
near the border by the British army waS a direct result of the 
recent killing of two Rue men by a booby - trap explosion as a recent 
issue of :Survey of 8ritish~C ommonwealth Affairs!! seems to imply! 
The Chairman replied that the t iming seemed to su gges t th at that 
WaS so , adding th at about thirt y ro ads had been spiked immediate ly 
after the ~ncident . He informed the mee ting that the Depart ment 
of External Affairs had called in the Briti sh Charge dlAffaires ~ .i. 
and pointed ou t th at th e spiking of the roads appeared to us to be 
an over - reaction which wou ld cause grea t inconvenience and hardship 
on both sides of th e border, and pointed the finger at the south ~ 
This coupled with the publicity of IRA connections wi th bomb 
explosions in Britain at that time which turned out to be untrue . 
tended to cbnvey a misleading imnression . The British posit i on 
was tha t the s piking was necessary f or se curity reas ons . 

(a) B§...$.DOD..§.tLto £i r £:ll.i£'§': The Chairman informed the meeting that 
t h r e ere p 1 i e s (C . S . 0 ., De f t~ n c e and G a cIt a c h t ) had bee n r e c e i ve d t a 
th e Unit's circular of 24th July to all Government Departments aBou t 
the extent, na t ure and usefulness of cur rent cont acts be t ween • 
Departments here and Ministries in the North and sub-ordinate bodi es 
of bo th. It WaS de cided that the information contained in the ' 
repli es received should be summarised and placed be fore the next 
meeting of the Uni t . The Chairman re c all~d that 1st November had 
been set as the deadline for r eplies to the Unit's letter of 12th 
August to eight Gover nmen t Depa ~tments requesting comparative North/ 
South studies. Mr . Whitty stated that , as regards his Department , 
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an internal meeting Iracl been held on 18th Au <! u st to organise the 
studies ailotted to the 0e part ment of ~inan ce . At his r eq uest 
a list of , pub lic ati ons deJ ling with the North of I r e l and wciuld 
be prepared by the Deoartment of Ex t ern al Aff airs . 

( b) s.iQi!d§,~_Q.L_~Q.\lD.t..Y_ i nc Q!Dg5 __ §..i~9.y": Mr . \llh itt Y in formed the 
meetinq t Sat h is Deoar t m9nt had not s uc ceeded since the pr eviou s 
meeti n~ iri getting ~urther information from the ESR I on the st a t us 
of th e cuirent study on cou nty incomes in r espect of the Six 
CO'Jnt i e s pe ing c ond'Jc ted by Mc,? s sr s Cu thbe rt and Black of QUB . 
I t was deCi ded tha t the Chairman sh oul d have a disc'Js s i on with 
Profe s sor Fogarty of ESRI on t his o oint . It wa s fe lt th at such 
a meeting ~ iih Profes s or Fogarty would be useful in any even t as 
he mi gh t ,have i d.eas and sugges ti ons to off er th ;; t wou ld be of 
as s istanQ~ to the Uni t. 

(c ) tLe thod ~ pf_(2b.£inging_Con§.tit,1d.tiQn ~!L.othIT_Q.Qdnt£i§..§..: i'/ I. Ga ll agher 
d i stribut~d a paper ~r epared by the Lega l Ad vi se r to the Dep art~ent 
of External Affairs e xp l aining th e mothods of changing the 
c on stit'Jti ons in certa in c ountries . I t waS dec i ded th at the 
document shoul d be stud i ed f or th e next meeting . 

( d ) GQD..$.. t ~.luti o n.s1La n (l...lQ.g.2.L~,£f.fguQr g§._f. .Q£..JDlo.or j:..:.t i.Q.§,-.irLQth§..:( 
countries: The Chairman announced t h at arisi nq ou t of a 

decision'taken at t he pr ev ious meeti ng , the Embac; sy i n Brus sels was 
r eouested to furnish documenta tion r el at ing to c onstituti ona l an d 
lega l safeg ua r ds in Re lgium ca tering fo r the mai n cultural 
commu nities . Some ma t eria l ~a d alre ady been recei ved and more was 
to fol low . He had also vJritten t o th e Emba ssy in Ottawa beca 'Jse 
of bicultur al i sm in Canada . It \"J as decide d t o discuss the matter 
fur t her ~hen all th e ma t erial reque sted had be en r ece i ved . 

(e) Circul ar t o all De oa r tme nt s to nromot e cre at er C0nsc i ousness 
2f _ ~ioT"the:;r; n_". f.fLQJ"Io.~ : '"1;:)·-;;:;·c ord-~·nce·-wIth a decIsTo~- t ake n at 

th e Unit ' s previ ous mee ting , a dr aft circular pre pared by the 
De partme nt of Ext erna l Af fa ir s WaS circulat0d at the mee t i nc 
de~ling with the des irability of promoting i n the public se~vice 
here a gre at er consc iousness of th e North and of t he fears of 
lJnionists whe n policies were be i ng formula t ed and i mplemented 
by G overnm~nt Departme nts . It wa s ag r eEd th at t he members of 
th e Un i t should study the dr aft and convey in wr iting to the 
Secret ar y pf the ;Jnit a ny amendments the y might wi s h to sugges t . 

( a) Ee£.enL DeyglQPrneo.t s: [)r . O' Riordan briefed the ml? eting on 
re cent a~tivitie s . It had been deci ded t o invite a numbe r of too 
journ al is t s t o Ire l and, in some cas es with th e ir f am ilies , as the · 
su mme r vac~ti on presented a fa v ou r ab l e oppor tu ni ty . Such 
invit at i o n~ were nor mal practice from ot he r countries . The Uls ter 
Off ice in London was also very active in thi.s way . One of our 
diff ic 'Jltie s was the lac k of knowl edge of I reland among journalis ts 
deal ing vv i t h the Nor t h . The i dea Was to let tf-'om see things for 
themselv~s . Brief ing wa s g i ve n in D~bl in at off icial and 
ministeria l level ; in t he ca se of tire mos t i mp ort ant one s a r equ es t 
Wa s mad e to t he T a ois e ac ~ fo r an intervi ew . T~e Ta oiseach ha d . 
agre ed to see a n~mber of top peopl e , wh0 ha d heen very impres sed . 
These jour nalists were on fri e ndly terms with British and Northern 
politic al personalities . The r esu lts had sh own much greate r 
un ders ta nding of our positi on . ~pe c ia l att ention had been paid 
to c onserv at i ve j ourna l s , who had been r at~j er neg l e ct c:d i n the past . 
Arra ngeme nts were be ing made V'li th the 'Sp ectat or· ; f or a s pe cial 
is sue based on an interv iew with the TJoise ach as centre s tory . 
The Chairman me nti oned th at he bec ame aware some da ys pr evi ou sly 
th at the editors of th e Sc: lfas t 'rJ ews Le t te r :' and "Be lfast Tel E)c r aph ll 

we re being c ')nduct ed around the CTE hot els as g'Jes t s of CIE . It" 
Wa S not po s s ib 1 eta a r ran ':J (9 i n t e r vi e V! s fo r t:-l e m wi t h the T " 0 is each 
as re quested by the Pub l i c Se la t i ons Offi cer of CI E. 
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(b) Fxtension of RTE receoti onto the North: The Chairman referred 
to the dec is ion-t~"ken- ·;;tt"i-~e · i.,;reviol~J~· ·m~e tTng to enqu ire of the 
Department of Posts and Telegraphs whether they had, or contemplated, 
any feasibility s tudy on t he extension of RTE re ception to the North. 
He said he wrote to that De nartment on 25th Au gust in that conn~ction 
and had r~ceived a very fine feasibil i ty study th at had been 
comoleted some weeks pr e vi o~sly and which would r equ ire careful 
exa~ination by the unit . Mr. Gal lagher gave a bri e f summary of 
its contents and exoress ed t he vi ew th at the Unit should, at that 
stage, supp ort the ~rincipl e of t he extensi on of RTE rad i o and 
television rece ption to the North . Go cause of int ernationa l 
agreements there were certain politic al pr obl ems involve d which 
would have to be rffiloved in discussi on I .. vith the P,r itish but it 
was anticipate d that by taking the matt er un at the high ost level 
these could be overcome . 

In view of the importance of getting t hrough by r adio and televisi on 
to the Unionists there Was ~gree ment on the or i nci ple of ext ension 
of RTE rece oti ·:-m . i,'1r . 6 Suille ab!-" a in sai d he wO'Jld lik e to study 
the feasibiiity report . The Ch a irman mention ed that the Department 
of Posts and Telegra phs woul d have to submit a me mor andum t o t he 
Governme nt on the subject in due cours e . It waS agreed that the 
Chairman sh ould avail hims elf of an offer by t he Se cret ar y of the 
De partment of Posts and Telegr ap hs t o d iscuss the c ontents of the 
feasibility re port . 

Un i:t.~.?._r elilt i 0D..2._Y{ith_t~§LE:db l i~, 

(a) c.orl.~12QD.g_~llg..f~. : The Ch ai r ma n informc·d th e meeting ab out a 
letter add~ e ss e d to t he Uni t by the Dubl in Ch amber of Commerce _ 
advising ' that the Chambers of comme rce in T)ubl in , D'Jnd alk, Newry 
and Belfast have a joint comm ittee wo rk ing f or the past f ive years 
on the question of outlets for possible North /S outh co oper ation , 
That l ette.r had been acknovd e d, qed with an intimati on that the 
information it cont ain ed would-be pl aced be f or e the Unit at its ' 
next meetihg, A disc us s i on t hen f oll owed as t o wh e th er the Dublin 
Chamber of Commerce should be re oues ted f or furthe r Darticul ars 
abou t the activiti es and f ind i na ~ of th e jo int comm i~t ee . The 
Chairman f 61t t hat cauti on was ~all ed f or -because of the involvement 
of certain politic ally motiv at ed ner sonaliti es with th e Dublin 
Chamber of . Comme rce . Mr . Ga l lagh er me nti oned t hat one d a n g (~ r in 
pursuing the ma tter furt he r was the emhar ~ assing oossibility of 
members of t he Un it b e:: ing inv it eci to at tend a me-je t 1.ng of the joint 
committ ee , the Unit havi09 al r ea~y je c ided not to acc ept such 
invitations. On Mr. LJ Suillnabhain's sug '.l ostion it was decid ed 
that a draft letter shoul d be pr ep ar ed and circulated t o members 
of the Unit for consider at ion requesting f urt her particul ars fr om 
the Dublin Ch amber of Commerce . 

(b) IrwiiaiiQns _t.9 __ !1D .. it .. :h.Q.... .. a.t .:LQD.£LJD.D.::J.i.D.9.§. : The Chai r man informed 
the me e tin~ that th re e invit ations had been re ceived to-date by 
the Unit for memb ers to at t end meetings th at had a bearin g on 
N or t h/S outh rel at ions . The s e inv i t at i on s had been extende d by 
Mr. T.C~G . . O' Mahony ( .s olici t or) , Rev . .i ch ael H'Jrley S . J. and 
Sen ator Ruairi Prugha . Vr . Gall ag he r e xpr e s sed t he vi ew t hat 
voluntary organisati on s of t en like to get involved with official 
agencies and in do i ng so risk losin g their identity and pur pos e. 
He said that the Mini s ter f or Extern a l Affairs agre ed with the 
decision of the Unit not to get involv ed in outside meetings or 
discussi ons. 

A - -~onstiiutioD..i1L2.:tu d. ie.?.: Mr . u Suill eabhain st ated t ~l a t at the 
previous meeting he undert ook to seek the informal guid ance of the 
Ta oiseach on the questi on of the Unit's attitude to the Constitution 
and the 1967 report of the Commit t ee the r e on . The Tao i s each had 
certain res erv at i ons bllt s aid th at th e Un it c Quld or oc eed c au ti ousl y 
with its stud ies in that area . ' 
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Cultural Re l ations : Mr . Whitty suggested th at some work might 
pOssiblY be croneon the question of cultural relations between the 
two commuhiti es and between ~orth and South . It WaS for 
c onsideraiion whet her th e genera l area of the two Irish traditi ons 
might not , be investigated ~nd rese arched . At the practical level 
North/S outh excha nges could p os~)ibly take nlace behveen the Arts 
Councils , the atr es , etc . 

Loc al Government Franchise: There was also a br i ef discussiJn on 
the \)rODo~'d;bolition of- ol ura l vot i nq in local eloctj.ons arising 
out of the ownership of property in mo ro t:l ,::\ n one loc al government 
electoral 'area .. r·t:r . C;aJ.J.agher menti onc'cl th :: t Unionist propa ganda 
had al re,ady fast e ned. on to the existr:?nce of plural voting ri ght~ in 
c ertain tircumstancGs in the South and was exaggerating its incidence . 
The soon er we got away from it and adopt ed th e one - man - one - vote 
principle the better . I n any event this wa s c onsis tent with 
modern thinking and we should not shrink from the idea . 

I.ar.if[s.: l·Hth regard t o thE) qu est iclll of th e loweri.ng of tariffs 
aga i nst the ~T ort h at an accelerated rate , it was agreed that this 
should not be contemplated until full , genuine reforms had bee n 
l egis l ated and implemented . 

tJ.£.~LMeet i.!l9.:' The next mec:ti n(j of tt'18 Unit waS arranged for 
T h ur s day , . I s t Oc t 0 be r, 1970 , at lOa . m. 

The Taoiseach 
The Mini.st er for Exte r nal Affairs 
and Member s of the Uni t. 
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