
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2001/6/550 

Title:  Copy letter from Seán Ronan, Department of 

 External Affairs, to P Berry, Secretary of the 

 Department of Justice, regarding border 

 incursions and spiking of border crossings by 

 British military forces. 

Creation Date(s):  14 September, 1970 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   2 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

 

TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

. ~.~--

/ 

F.265 

Rnna! 
An Rotnn Dll ague Girt 

I til' oted by th , in! ter tOr ' ternal Attair to rafer to 
your minute of 8th 00 obert 1970 regard1ns bord$r inc1d nts and 
th eplk1Dg by 1t1sh troops of oerta.in roads in border ~r as 
and to tat that folloW:1 reo.lpt by telephone on 7th October 
from your r in! ter of particulars ot th border incul'eions into 
Ooa. Donegal and T .. ,rone. p , t1Qula-rly at Claay, oral represen­
t tiona 61' made"1 ediately to the Dri t1 h b$SSy. The 
gX"eat frequency of suoh lnc! ent and the r10ua concern felt 
about them, oonvoyed to the basay and they were requested 
to take ction to ensure that theywQuld be stopped. The 
E be. ny expl"$se4 re ret and lmdertook to ha:'Te the neoeasary 
aot100 taken. In tnt , oonneotion I am to enc1oaoopy {);f a. 
lett r d'ted 14th July 1970 addressed to the l!1n1st.er by the 
British Ambass&.dor ltloh in icatee the British po ltion in tho 
matter of bard r :l.noursioIls in general .. 

A further oPportun1t1 f r sine 13he S l;)oil10 instances described 
in your inute un • r terence ocourred on 9th Ootober when two 
offioers of thi . D partment -met r . It .. BUl"X"f.)\agha, the Foreign 
Office representative 1n eli'ast, at the r a1 enos of th British 
Amba sad~r her • 

he sub;} o't . of border incur ions d piking of rbnda wa~ 
raised ~. t aome 1e i th U" ... Burro\lghs in the preaeno of t 1e 
Ambassador d it as aain haa1zed th t a ser10ue view was 
being talten of thooe attero ~hich provoked lQoal. feeling and, 

reaa.rds spiking of rondo. cauo-ed great hardship to people on 
both ides of the border. I was alao uggested that the op1k1ng 
of roads m1eht hav been ov r-r Q(rt1on on the J)altl: of the Dri 'biah 
security foro s to t deaths of two RtJO policemen in Oross glen 
and that matt r might eTen be improved 1£ all sp1koswere 
remov d. ~ " urrough indicated that th · ma.tter was under 
review and that there wae 00 e proapeot ofsplke being removed 
l1thtna f w w kG o9P 01811r if full oooprat1on wn . rooeived 
fro theGQrda Sioohana. 'rhe probl m of the apik1ne of roads had 
also be r 1 . by th b aador t London in talk about the 
orth in the ~or ign Off10e on 5th Ootoo,er,; 

he Drit1Bh Amba B dor oalled to the Departmont today an6 e at d 
that his uthorit1 had do:tded gradually to abandon the spilt 
of road in bordar a.r as" tiOYl vert as rO"ard Oros maglen the 
ap11,=&s the bor . r oul b abondoned and on th road running 
olo th border but toad blo k would b$ erected in th area 
w 11 QW Y from th border under 24-hour watoh. It we. hoped 
that t his rond block would be w1th,b:s.wn and a J},oad spot oheck 
oub t:Ltut d in coupl ot w k time. 

The Amb aadoremph 1zd th t the 8ucoe s of th operation 
depended to a large extent on th abseno of preas and politioal 
comm t down h re. H 9. ded hat the r ,eeent blow1 ,' up of the 
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ouetome, ,O,$t$ a~ M1ll1en and Mly4ou.l.l ma<l~ the a.b~v. 
deelatoas diffieult Politically: forM:a jor Ob;1ehe.tet .... Q1Qk .• 

~he Atnbaesac10r 8.$ked it 1 t oould be eniJ\u·.d the. t add:t '1«lJn~ 
Garda patll'Qls oould be pt()v1ded at bQrde~ trouble spot;St 
partioularly at Ctto __ aal.n. 

As regard. border 1ncualQna by :8ri l1ah troops. the Ambassador 
put the,," down to laCk of' knowledge of 1 (Jo~11t1e$ by U$W units. 
He enid , however, t hat stringent lnetruQt1o-n were 'being 
l.' e1$$ued to' the 'Or~opn abou' b-o-:rd:.r. i:tlOlU'e"lo1M' ,. It \Y~S 
e1~:fi,st"4 to tll.e Amtre.eh401' "hat RUO~ ,st_'10D8 1a b.ori.X' areae 
ahotd4 be a.ble 'to' In<li(Hl t .• the 'exaot d,.lineation of the b(1)un6:ary 
to the t .roope. 

GOA 

ce .• Pl' iva;te Sect'etary to the Tao1seaQh 

Minister t Of: E¥te~naJ. Atfall::s 
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