TSCHY/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

NATIONAL ARCHIVES

IRELAND

Reference Code: 2001/6/554

Title: Submission from the Department of Finance to
the Public Accounts Committee on the
provision of money to individuals and groups in
Northern Ireland by the Irish government under
the Northern Ireland relief expenditure scheme,

with several references to Captain James

Kelly.
Creation Date(s): 9 December, 1970
Level of description: Item
Extent and medium: 24 pages
Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach
Access Conditions: Open
Copyright: National Archives, Ireland. May only be

reproduced with the written permission of the
Director of the National Archives.

© National Archives, Ireland



TSCHY/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

Yorthern Ireland Relief Expenditure

1970) by Denartment of Finance

Submission (9th December

Ty A9]
the Committee of Public Accouants

(1) In this submission, persons who live outside the State are
referred to, not by name, hut as "A", "B" etc. A separate
i

note is available of the individuals concerned.

(1i) The submission was prepared on the basis of information
available to the Department at or 2bout the end of November
1970, whether derived from its own records or from renorts
recelved from the Gardai authorities. Since a Garda report,
received on 2 December 1970, is concerned only with the
views of a handwriting exnert on some of the documents
relating to the Clones and Baggot Street accounts,. the
submission does not draw on the material in that report.

(iii) Ag is indicated in the submission, Departmental inquiries
are continuing. If they produce any relevant information,
this will be brouzht to the notice of the Committee
immediately.

(iv) Unless otherwise indicated, all payments referred to were
made from the Crant-in-4id.

(v) ©Summaries of the Clones and laggot Street Zank Accouats,
and a consolidated ban account, are contained in
Appendices I to V.

(vi) A note on the payments made by Irish Red Cross Society for
Northern Ireland relief is coatained in Appendix VI,
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1 The Government at a meeting on 16 August, 1969, decided,
inter alia, that
"a sum of money - the amount and the channel of the
disbursement of which would be determined by the
Minister for Finance - should be made available from
the Exchecuer to provide aid for the victims of the

current unrest in the Six Counties."

2 On the same date the Governmsent Information Bureau

announced that

"the Minister for Finance will make funds available
Tfor the relief of wvictims of the disturbances in the
8ix Counties and he will have early consultations

with the Chairman of the Irish Red Cross."

3 In an announcement on 21 August, 1969, the Government
Information Bureau stated that the funds which the Government
wag making available for the relief of victims of the
disturbances in the 8ix Counties would be administered mainly
by the Irish Red Cross Society and would be sufficient to

cater for any eventuality which would be likely to arise,

L A fund was sst up, tcchnically a Departmental Suspense
Account, until the Ddil voted the necessary sum. A sum of
£100,000 in the form of a Grant-in-Aild of Northern Ireland

Relief Expenditure was voted by the D4il on 18 March, 1970.

5 On 20 August, 1969, on the recommendation of the former
Minister for Agriculture and Fisheries, a payment of £1,000
was made to Mr. A. It emerged that he did neot require
these funds immediately and they were left in a Suspense
Account in a Northern Ireland bank in order to be available

when reguired. It has been established
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that the funds left in the Suspense Account were withdrawn
in full sg well as a second £1,000 pgid to Mr A in Jamiary,
1970 (please see paragraph 28). Mr A has furnished some

particulars of the purposes on which the £2,000 was spent,

and further inquiries are proceeding.

6 The Accountant's records show that a payment of £5,000
was made on 20 August, 1969, to Mr B, and an acknowledgment
dated 22 September, 1969, was received for what was described
as the "North of Ireland Relief Fund". Mr B has furnished,
on request, particulars of the purposes for which the money
was spent. These include housing, food and clothes for

refugees as well as return fares to Belfast.

7 On the recommendation of the former Minister for Agriculture
and Fisheries, payments of £500 were madec on 26 August,

1969 to Messrs C and D for the purpose of aiding victims

of disturbances in their area. The only Departmental

record, apart from the returned cashed payable orders, shows
the names of the individuals together with the names of their
banks. Both individuals have, on request, given particulars
of the purposes for which the money advanced to thecm was spent.
In the case of Mr C, these were the provision of food, clothing
and accommodation to displaced families. In the case of

Mr D, the money was spent on direct cash grants to such

families.

8 On 9 September, 1969, a payment of £100 was made to

Colonel M J Hefferon, Director of Intelligcnce of the Defence
Forces, for Northern Ircland relief. This payment was made as aresult
of representations by Colonel Hefferon to the Department that an
Officc in Monaghan Town which had been actively involved in

work relating to refugces in Northern Ircland was running out

£¥

oL =
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of funds to meet running costs such as lighting and heating.
This office was 2 valuable sourcc of the information
required in connection with the administration of the Aray's
plans for Northern Ireland rcfugces. L gpeeific part of the
work of the Intelligence Franch nt this pecriod was the toling
of statemcnts from refugces. Colongl Ecfferon hss stotad
thnt the payablc ordcr for the £100 was cashad by him and

the cash was passcd on to this Office. Further dcetnils con

be supplizsd if required.

9  Departmcntal rcecords contoin a reeceipt for £1646.12.0,

"for liorthern Ircland relicf" sign-d by Mr R Murnane on soug
unspecified dete in Scptember, 1969. Mr Fagan, a Prineipnl
Officecr of the Dopartment (who wns dircetly concerned with the
Grant-in-Aid, ench payment being madc in accordance with thc
specific directions, oral or written, of the then Ministcr

for Finance) statces that this pnyment was made to

Mr Murnane following thc receipt of an Aer Lingus nccount

for return air farcs for prsscngers to London., The account
was madc out in the namc of C J Haughcy with his homce

yri

addrcss on it. Mr Fagnn undcrstood from the then Minister
that the aceount wns in respcet of air journcys madec by a
numbcr of people whom the Ministcr hnad asked to go to London
to mect Irish bodics =nd orgnnisations there with a vicw

to co-ordinating aid for Northcrn Irecl-nd. Mr Murnanc

hns been requested to state preeiscly the purposcs for which

the mongy advoneccd to him wns usede.

10  Departmental rccords contnin » rcceipt dated 3 October,
1969 for o furthcr £500 p~id to Coloncl Heffcron on 3 Oetobur,
1969, for "Forthcrn Ircland rclicf". The rclevant cashed
payable order contains thc sign~turcs "M Hceffceron" on the
front and "Jnomes J Kelly" on the back.e Coloncl Heffcron

ang -
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has stated (November 1970) that he was asked to attend at

Mr Haughey's house. Captain James Kelly was also present
on the occasion. Captain Kelly made an oral requisition

on the Minister for £500 and Mr Haughey agreed to make this
amount available. Colonel Hefferon, on receiving the
payable order, passed it on to Captain Kelly. He has

stated thot he understood that the poyment related to a meet-
ing or meetings to be held soon afterwards which would be
attended by recnresentatives from Northern Defence Committees.
A photostat copy of a receipt from Captain Kelly for the
£500 hos been forwarded by Coloncl Hefferon to this

Department.,

11 By written dircetion of the then Minister a sum of
£1,000 was paid on 7 October, 1969 to Mr E for the purposc
of providing accommodation for refugees from Northcrn
Ircland. This individual has confirmed that this money
was spent on Northern Ireland Aid mainly on the rehousing

of refucees.

12 Departmentnl records contain a mnnuscript notc showing
"£5,000" in Mr Houghey's writing and, under the hcading of
"Belfast Fund for the Relief of Distress" thc words "Bank

of Irecland, Clones" and thc names of Messrs F, G and H.

Mr Fagnn states thot about 8 October, 1969, the then
Minister told him that he hnd previously arranged, with
cither Mrs de Barra or Miss M B Murphy of the Irish Red

Cross Society to get thnat Society to tronsfer £5,000 from its
own funds to ~ fund in the Bonk of Irelond in Clonss cnllced
"The Beclfast Fund for the Relief of Distrcss" in the joint
names of Messrs F, G and H, Garda inquirics h~ve confirmed
that such an “ccounﬁ+ wns opened on 9 October, 1969, This
particul-~r payment did not comc from the Grant-in-Aid but the

mcthod -

+ The exnet title of the Bank Account is "Belf~st Committee
for the Relief of Distressed"
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\n

method then adopted of transferring funds to the North of
Ireland was used later. P~ragraphs 15 and 16 refer to
payments from the Grant-in-Aid into the Clones account and
Parasraph 17 contains information supplied by the Gardai

regarding payments out cf this account.

13 About this time a deputation from a Belfast refugee
committee met the then Minister, as a result of which he
gave a written direction (undated) to pay them £20,000 to

be lodged to a Belfast bank. The procedure used was to pay
this sum on 9 October, 1969, to the Irish Red Cross Society
who then arranged the transfer to the Committee. This
Committee, which was also assisted directly by the Irish

Red Cross Society, has sent to this Departumcnt two detailed

reports of its disbursements on 164 cases.

14 A further £500 was paid to Coloncl Hefferon on

15 October, 1969, for "Northsrn Ireland Rclicf".

Colonel Hefferon has stated (November, 1970) that this was
required to purchasc equipment which was nceded for the
Monaghan Officec referrcd to in parasraph 8; that the £500
was lodged in his own name in a2 bank other than his own bank;
ard that only #£150 was spent leaving a balance of

%350, This balance has been refunded to the Department by
Colonel Hefferon. The factors, outlined in paragraph 8,

relating to the payment of £100 also napplied to this payment.

15 On 20 October, 1969 a sum of £5,000 "for Horthern
Ireland Relief" was pnid into the Irish Red Cross Socicty

No 2 Account with the Bank of Ireland, College Green.  This
payment wns made in the following circumstances. Mr Fagan
states that the then Minister asksed him to request the Irish
Red Cross Socicty to repecot the operation outlincd in
paragroph 12 i.c. to pay 2 further £5,000 from its own funds

into the Clones nccount. The then Minister in Mr Fagon's
presence -
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presciace wrote "£5,000" on the documcint and handed it to him.
Following telephone conversations between Mr Fagan and

Miss M B Murphy, Genernl Sececretary of the Irish Red Cross
Society, he reported to the Minister that the Red Cross
regretted that they could not mcet the requecst because they
were rather low in funds at the time, The then Minister
instructed Mr Fagnn to pay £5,000 from thc Gront-in-Aid to tic
Red Cross with a request to transfer it in turn to the Clones
nccount. This wns the first payment which adonted the mcthod
of transferring sums from the Grant-in-&id to the "Belfnet

Fund for the Rclicef of Distress" vis the Irish Red Cross.

16 On 29 October, 19469, Mr Fagan informcd the then Minister
in writing that
"TJim Kelly's fricnds arc looking for another £5,000
(Clones). Kelly will tn2lk to you if ncecessary,"
By written Ministerial dircetion a sum of £5,000 was paid to
the acecount of the Irish Red Cross Society in the Bank of
Ircland on 29 October, 1969, The Irish Red Cross Socicty
rceportcd that this amount had been tronsferred to the joint

account in thc¢ names of Messrs F, G, and H.

17 Garda inquiricecs hove confirmecd the thrcce lodgments to
the necount in the Bank of Ircland, Clones, as rocorded in
this Department's files. They have also cstablished that
cndorscmcnts on cheques drown on this account show that on

10 October, 1969, Mr I drew out the sum of £2,000; on

17 October, 1969, Mr F drew out the sum of £2,000; on

2% October, 1969, Mr I again drcew the sum of £2,000 and on

5 November, 1969, Mr J drew the sum of £2,000; two further
cheques drown on the secount have not been cndorsed and

thore is nothing to indicatc who drew the cash on them - onc
ig for thc sum of £2,500 and is dntud 10 November, 1969, whilc
thc sceond is for the sum of £4,450 and is dated 18 Hovember,
1969. Dctnils of thc operation of this nccount nre shown in

Appendix IT to this Report. 18 -
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18 Thec Gardni report that they hnve been uncblec so far to
cstnblish the identity of Mr I3 the Department of Finanec
understnnd that he is a rcsident of Northcrn Ircland. The
identities of Messrs F and J arc known. Gnrdn ingquirics arc
continuing.

-~

19 On 10 November 1969, » sum of £7,500 was pnid to the
Irish Red Cross Socicty with o written request that it shoul?
be tronsferrcd to the Muoster and Leinstor Bank, Baggot Street,
Dublin, the cheque to be nnade paynble to the Bank and covering
note ~ddresscd to the Deputy Managcr. The "Belfost Funl

for the Rclicf of Distr.ss" wns not mentioned in the
corresponionecc. Mr Pagnn statcs that the change from the
Clones account to the Munster ~n? Leinstor Bonk, Baggot
Struet, wns made bececause Coptain Kelly hal cxplnined that
Cloncs was too inconvegnient an? thnt he wishced to have the
bank account trnnsferred to a2 Dublin bank. Captnin Kelly
confirmed thnt it wns the same account and in thc same nnmes
ns the Cloncs account. Mr Frgan, who dil not congidcr it
ncecssary to consult the then Minister, arrange? by telcphone
with the Munster ~n? Leilnster Bonk, Baggot Strcct, an
appointment for Captnain Kelly n~s n pcrson known to the
Ministcr. The p~ttern now sct for this pryment was
followel in subscquent p-yments to the "Belfast Funl for the
Relief of Distrecss'. P-ragraphs 23 to 26 nnd 29 to 33
rcfer to these payments. Parrgraph 3% relotecs to payments
out of thc ncecount in the Munster and Leinster Bank, Baggot

Strcet.

20 Gnrda inquirics have confirmel that on 11 Novcmber,
1969, nn account wns opcned in the Munster and Leinster
Bank, Lower Bagpot Strcet, uader the title "Relief Committce
of Belfnst Fun? for the Relicf of Distress" in the names of
John White, John Loughrnn anl Roger Murphy, with an adiress

in -
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in Belfast. The CGardafl state that thar have not yet
established who opened this account. Their inquiries have
revealed, however, that the names "John White, John Loughran
and Roger Murphy" are fictitious and that no persons by
those names reside at the address in Belfast. They have
also established that the Ledger Card relating to the
account has the following instruction typed thereon: '"Do
not send out statement, no correspondence to be sent out,
all enquiries to A J Fagan". A bank official who recorded
this instruction told the Gardaf that, while he was not
certain who gave him the instruction he was positive that it
was not Mr Fagan. Mr Fagon states that he never heord of
"John White", "John Loughran" or "Roger Murphy" and that

he did not authorise Captain Kelly, the Munster and Leinster
Bank or nnybody else to have inquirics rcl~ting to the
account addressed to him. e never received nny such
inquiries, bank statements, returned cheques or inform-tion

of any kind concerning this account from the Bonk.

21 Garda inquiries hnve algso estnblishcd the existence of
two other accounts nt the Munster nnd Leinster Banlk, Bagrot
Street, in the names of "George Dixon" and "Ann O'Brien".

Both these accounts were opencd on 1k November, 1969. in
annlysis of 2ll the hank accounts would suggest thnt funds
lodged to these two nccounts came from the Whitc/Loughran/
Murphy Lccount and from the Clones nccount. This aspeet

is commented on later in this submission in paragraphs 34

to 36.

22 A confliet of evidence nrises at this point. Ln
official of the Munster ond Leinster Bonk, formerly in the

Bnggot Streect Branch but now serving elsewherc, hns stated

that -
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that some days aftor the opening of the White/Loughian/Murphy
Account he received a second telephone call from lMr. Fagan
who said that, for casier withdrawal or disbursement of monies
in the joint account which required two signaturcs at all times,
it was intended to open separate accounts in individual ncmes
and that a Mr. Kelly would call and introducc himself and make
the necessary arrangements. Later on the samc date, Captain
James Kelly called at the Bank and made arrangcments for
opening two separate accounts which were in the names of
"George Dixon” and "Ann O!'Brien'. ¥r., Fagan, on the other
hand, denies emphatically that he raiscd this matter in any
way with any Munster and Leinster Bank official, He 1is
positive that the only telephonc call he made regarding the
opening of an account was that referred to in paragraph 19.

He states that it was only about April 1970 that he gathered
from a conversation with the Manaoger of the Munster and
Leinster Bank, Baggot Strecet, and that he inferrcd from a
conversation with Captain Kelly, that the latter operated an
account other than the main account in the bank. Mr. Fagan
also states that, until June 1970, he never heard of either
"George Dixon" or "Ann O'Brien" or of bank accounts in those
two names at the Baggot Strecct Branch of the Munster and
Leinster Bank and that he never received any enquirics, bank
statements, recturned cheques or information of 2ny kind

concerning those two accounts.

23 On 19 November, 1969 o minute from Mr. Fagan to the then
Minister stated that =-

"Kelly's pcople would like £2,000 more.

Is this 0.K. through Red Cross plcasc?"

Following on the then Minister's written approval, a payment of
£2,000 -
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£2,000 was made on 20 November, 1969 to the Irish Red Cross
Society for transfer to the Munster and Leinster Bank, Baggot

Strcet and the Manager of the Bank was notified accordingly.

24  On 27 November, 1969 a minute from Mr. Fagan to the then
Minister stated that -

"Kelly wants anothor £3,500 for the Bank account in

the usual way. Is this 0.K. plcase?"
Following a written Ministerial dircction, a sum of £3,500
was paid to the Irish Red Cross Socicty for transfer to the
"Belfast Aid Account", Munster and Leinster Bank, Baggot
Strcet. On 23 December, 1969, the Society acknowledged
rceeipt of £3,500 which they had re-transferred to the Baggot

Strect account.,

25 The Irish Red Cross Socicty acknowledgement of 23
December, 1969 also covered a sum of £5,000 which they rcported
they had transferred on 18 December to the "Belfast Aid
Account", Munster and Leinster Bank, Baggot Strect.

26 On 31 December, 1969 the Irish Red Cross Society acknowl-
edged recceipt of £10,000 which they reported they had
re-transferrcd to the "Bellast Aid fLccount", Munster and

Leinster Bank, Baggot Street.

27 On 7 January, 170 a letter of acknowledgemcnt was issued
by the then Minister in respect of a cheque for 212,000
received from the Irish Institute, New York for Northern
Ircland relief. The Department's rccords also contain a

bank lodgment counterfoil for 12,000 U.S. dollars shown as
credited to the account of the "Committec of Belfast Fund

for Relief of Distress" with the Munstcr and Leinster Bank,

Baggot Street -
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Baggot Stroct, Dublin. Mr. Fagan states that he had lodged
the 312,000 to the "Belfnast Fund for the Relief of Distress"

in the Baggot Strcet account on the Minister's dircection.

28  On 30 Jaonuary, 1970 a letter from the Manager of the
Munster and Leinster Bank, Damc Strcet, to Mr. Fagan comfirmod
that instructions given orally had now becn carried out and
the sum of £1,000 had been lodged to the acccount of Mr 4 at a
branch of the Bank in Northern Ircland (sce also paragraph 5).
This paymcent was made on the recommendation of the then
Ministcr for Agriculturc and Fisheries. »8 indicated in
paragraph 5, further cnquirics arc procceding rogarding the

purposcs for which the moncy was spent.

29 On 4 February, 1970 a sum of £3,000 was paid to the Irish
Red Cross Socicty for re-transfer to the lMunster and Leinster
Bank, Baggot Strecct, The Red Cross confirmed that the

transfer had been made - "for Six County relief",

30 On 13 February, 1970 a sum of £12,000 was paid to the
Irish Red Cross Soeicty to be transferred to the "usual Belfast

«1d Lccount" in the Munster and Leinstcer Bank, Baggot Street.

31 On % March, 1970 a sum of £4,000 was paid to the Irish
Red Cross Socicty for re-transfer to the "usual Belfast Lid

account" in the Munster and Leinster Bank, Baggot Street.
32 On 25 March, 1970 a sum of £12,732.17,0, was paid to the
Irish Red Cross Society. This ndd amount was a balancing

item so as to exhaust the total of £100,000 in the Grant-in-~.id

which -
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which had been approved by the Dail on 18 March. The Irish
Red Cross Society were asked on 25 March to transfer £7,000
out of the latest payment of £12,?32.17a0 to the "usual Belfast

Aid Account" in the Munster and Leihster Bank, Baggot Street.

33 On 9 April, 1970, the Irish Red Cross Society were
requested to transfer £5,000, out of the £5,732.17.0 remaining,
to the "usual Belfast Aid Account" in the Munster and Leinster
Bank, Baggot Strect. The Irish Red Cross Society confirmed
on 15 April that this had becn done.

3% Garda enquiries have cstablished that all withdrawals
from the joint account in the Munster and Leinster Bank,
Baggot Strect, were recorded as cash transactions with the
exception of five. The exceptions were as followss-
On 5 December, 1969, the sum of £2,000 was paid to
Jed s Kellys

On 6 January, 1970, the sum of £13,000 was paid to
the "George Dixon" Account.

On 20 February, 1970, the sum of £12,000 was paid
to the "George Dixon" lccount.

On 13 March, 1970, the sum of £4,000 was paid to the
"George Dixon" Account.

On 25 March, 1970, the sum of £4%,000 was paid to the
"George Dixon" Lccount. (4in analysis of this payment
shows that the amount was paid to Mr. F who lodged
£1,000 to each of the "George Dixon" and "inn O'Brien'
accounts) .

Details of the operation of this account are shown in

Appendix III to this Report.

35 With regard to the "George Dixon'" account, Garda enquiries
have established that lodgments totalled £41,450 and with-
drawals £41,250, including cash withdrawals of £38,249.13.9.
Garda enquiries have shown that lodgments to the "inn O'Brien'

account totalled £6,500 and withdrawals £6,450.6.3., including
cash =
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cash withdrawals of £%,55C. Details of the operation of
these two accounts arc shown in Appendix IV and Appendix V

to this Report.

36 The "inn O'Bricn" Account shows three cheques to o total
value of £1,900 issued to S. Brady on 11 December 1969,

2 January 1970 and 16 January 1970. Mr. Seamus J. Brady of
3t. JAnthony, Nashville Road, Howth, Co. Dublin, in reply to =
recent letter from the Department,confirmed that he is the
person involved in these cheque payments. He states "I am
not aware, however, that public funds are involved in these
payments", He states further that he was informed at the
time that these payments were made by Northern Defence
Committecs as subsidy towards the cost of producing the news-
paper "The Voice of the Nerth" and were fully cxpended for
that purpose. This information was given to him, he says,
by members of the Committec and has since been confirmed

by them to him. Further enquiries are continuing.

37 It will be seccn that a variety of terms was used to refcr
to the accounts 1n the Bank of Ireland, Clones and the

lunster and Leinster Bank, Baggot Strect, and the holders
therecofs It is necessary, first of all, to cmphasise that

the holders of thesc accounts were quite distinet from the
Belfast refugec committee (referred to in paragraph 13) which
reeeived £20,000 via the Irish Red Cross Society. The
following Table lists the various rcfercnces in this submission
to the accounts in the Bank cf Ireland, Clones and the Munstcr

and Leinster Bank, Baggot Strect or thoir he' iers:-
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Paragraph Payment Date Term used
12 - - Belfast Fund for the Relief
of Distress
15 £5 4003 2. /13/69 Northern Ireland Relief
16 £540uv 29/10/69 Jim Kelly's friends
19 £7 4500 1:/11/69 -
29 - - Relief Committce of Belfast
Fund for the Relief of
Distress
23 £2;00¢ 2./11/69 Kelly's people
2k £3,502 27/11/69 Kelly
- - Belfast 4id lAccount
25 £54 I 23/12/69 Belfast Aid Account
26 £12,030 31/12/69 Belfast Aid Account
27 - - Committee of Belfast Fund for
Relief of Distress
29 £3, 220 Y4/2/73 Six County Relief
30 £12,900 13/2/7¢ Usual Belfast Aid Account
31 £l 000 %/3/70 Usual Belfast Aid Account
32/33 £12,732.17s4| 25/3/70 Usual Belfast Aid Account

See also footnote on Page Yo
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38 To summarise the position with regard to the Grant-in-
Aid generally, 22 payments in all were made from it. These

can be grouped together as follows:-

Mr A 2 payments

totalling £ 2,000
Mr B 1 payment of £ 5,000
Mr C 1 payment of £ 500
Mr D 1 payment of £ 500
Colonel Hefferon 3 payments ;

totalling £ 1,100
Mr R Murnane 1 payment of £. 166, 12, 0
Mr E 1 payment of £ 1,000
Irish Red Cross 12 payments : _ K
Society totalling £89,7324 .17. 0.

£99,999. 9. O
The balance of the Grant-in-Aid (11/-) was accounted for by
bank charges.
39 As regards the payments listed in Paragraph 38 acknowl-
edgments were received in all cases with the exception of the
payments to Messrs C and D. In all cases the returned payabl.ec
crders are available and have been seen by the Comptroller ang

Auditor General.

40 In only seven cases is a written Ministerial direction
recorded in Departmental papers. Four of these relate to
payments to the Irish Red Cross Society including the payment
of £20,000 for the Belfast refugee committee. Mr. Fagan

has stated that in all cases therc was a specific direction,

either oral or written from the then Minister for Finance.

b1 -
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41  So far as payments to the Red Cross (£89,732.17.0) are
concerned the first payment of £20,000, as already indicated,
went to a Belfast refugee committee. Of the rcmaining
eleven payments totalling £69,732.17.0), two, of £5,000 each,
went to the Clones account, and the other nine went (in full,
as to eight payments, and in part, as to the ninth) to the
account at the Munster and Leinster Bank, Baggot Street,
Dublin. A total of £69,000 went to the Clones and Baggot
Street accounts via the Grant-in-Aid. In addition, £5,000
(Paragraph 12) went to the Clones account from the Irish Red
Cross Society's own resources, and $12,000 or £4,993.10.0
(paragraph 27) from the Irish Institute, New York, went to

the Munster and Leinster Bank, Baggot Street, account. The
total amount paid into the two accounts was, therefore,
£78,993.10.0. The consolidated statement of these accounts
and of the two "subsidiary" accounts, in Baggot Street, show
a net expenditure of £75,851.7.1. and a balance of
£3,142.2.11. Enquiries are continuing regarding the recovery

of this balance,

42 The balance of £732, 17. 0. (from the final payment from
the Grant-in-Aid of £12,732. 17. 0) which was left in the
Red Cross No, 2 Account with the Bank of Ireland, College
Green, has been refunded following a request to the Irish

Red Cross Society.

43 As stated at the outset, enquiries are continuing.

In particular, all identifiable individuals who received
payments dircctly or indirectly from the Grant-in-Aid are
being asked to state the purposes for which the payments were

used,

The -
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&7

The three individuals in whose name the Clones account was
held (Paragraph 12) have volunteecred information (towards
the end of Novcmber 1970) about the payments received by
then, They have stated thats

(i)  All the moncys they received were used for relief
purposes in Northern Ireland, and none was uscd

for other purposcs;

(ii) Two of them (in conjunction with other N.I.
residents) also operated the Baggot Street Account;

the third had no connexion with that account;

(iiij Although their records were destroyed for security
purposes, their recollection is that, from the
beginning of October 1969 to about the end of
March 1970 the Relief Committee for which they
acted received in all about £74,000, from the

Cloncs and Baggot Strcet accounts.

(iv) They will provide a statcrient of how approximatcly
the £74,000 was spent on Northern Ireland Relief.

This statcment has not yet becn reccived.

It will be noted that the £74%,000 referred to at (iii) above
corresponds approximately to the net expenditure of
£75,851.7.1., from the bank accounts (Paragraph 41). On the
other hand it was stated during the recent Arms Trial, that
payments for arms were made from the Baggot Street accounts.
Further enquiries are continuing with particular referecnce

to this discrepancy.

Department of Finance
9 December 1970
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APPEIDIX T
Bank Accounts. in Bank of Ireland,Clones, and Munster
and Leinster Bank, Lovwer Baggot Street, Dublin
Consolidated Accounts
= n— B o . i e e e e T e
Receipts Fayments
x s d - s d
Irish Red Cross Mfunds ; 5,000, 0,0| Withdrawn in Cash -
(Clones Account) o
via - Clones Account 8,000, 0. O
U S Donation 4,993‘10.0
| " Dixon Account 38,249.13. 9
Vote for Relief of )
Distress Y O'Brien Account{ 4,550. 0. O
(Via Red Cross) -
L Relief Account 23,150, 0, O
Clones Account 10,000, 0,0 l
Dublin Account 59,000, 0.0 Cheque Payments %
! (O'Brien Lccount) |
i
| 8 Brady 1,900, 0i O
Cheque 3ooks 1,13, &
Balances 3,142, 2,11
\ 78,993.10,0] 7%9,993,10, O
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APPEIDIX II
Account in Bank of Ireland, Clones

lelfast Fund for the Relief of Distressed

i —— R — L S ————— —.-I- e ne v — - —
Receipts Payments
1969 £ s al 1969 £ s d
l
0 i | B
et 9 Irish Red Cross 54000.0,0: | Oet 16 Chegue Book 8.4
" 17 do (vote moneys)| 5,000,0.0 " 10 Cash - Mr I} 2,000,0.0
Yov 4 do do 5,000,0,0 } " 17 L g,ooo.o.o'(l)
L ?H’ 1 [ MI‘ I 2’000-000
| ov 6 "o Me J 2,000.0,0
| " 10 Cash 2,500.0,0
t " 18 Cash 4, %450,0,0
é
, . Palance 49.1L.8
i
EpTse— | el e S
15,000,0.0 l15,000,0,0
[ — -t i g oo e e, R i
l |
'
?
s G IS S S T ) N—

There is nothing to identify who drew the cash on ¥ov 10 and 18.
It has been assumed that these withdrawals were made for the
purnose of openingz the Dixon and O'Brien accounts at Munster and
Leinster Bans even thouzh the withdrawal of L4 450 was made on

18 Hovember 1969 and the Dixon account was O“eﬂﬂd on 14 ¥ovember.

(1) This cheque seems to have been signed by Mr H and Mr F. All
other cheques were signed by Mr G and Mr F.

© National Archives, Ireland



TSCH/3: Central registry records

Account in Munster and Leinster B

APPENDIX III

Iz, _Lower DPag

Department of the Taoiseach

Belfost Tund for Relief of Distress

Receipts
1969 ]— dal 1949
I
Tov 12 Bank of Ireland| it idov 11
(Red Cross) | 7,500,0. O
! n ‘L'L
4 21 do i 2,000.0, O
i 1 1}+
Dec 2 do | 3,500.0, O
‘ 1 21
no 23 do 5,000.0. O
" 27
1 3 do 10,000.0. O
t Dec 5
: i
.1_9‘.29 ! : n 11
Jan 6 Proceeds of 4,993.10. (3; "o19
U.S5. Dollars
noool
Feb © Bank of Ireland |
(Red Cross) | 3,000.0. 0} 1970

13 do :
Mar 5 do

H 25 do
Anr O do

T o < ma c  ————— =

0
12,000,0, O
4,000,0, O

0
0

7,000:0. 9; " 15
5,000.0. 0] " 23
Feb 5
Feh 13

Mar 13

il 25' C

Apr 6

n 17

"ol

n 28

Ralance
i
|
63,993.1.0.0)

Al S e PE

Payments

account opened
Cheque Fook
Cosh

n

n
J J Kelly
Cash
Cash

Cash

Jan 6 a/c George Dixon

- o Cash

" 20 a/c George Dixon

ot Street,

e e S ——

-
|
i
|
A
i
|

Dublin
- A s d
12f6

-
O o =)

3
(&)

12,000. 0.0
4,000, 0.0
4,000, 0.0(2)
1,000, 0.0
1,000, 0.0
2,000. 0.0
1,200. 0.0

(1) It ie assumed that this amount wes used to open the Dixon Lccount.

(2) £2,000 of this wa2s used to make deposgits of

O'Erien Accounts.

(3) Wrere the accounts show oaly cheque numbers,

has been assumed that

in resnect of

the amouwt Wwas d““wn in e=sh.

© National Archives, Ireland
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APPTDIX IV
Account in Munster and Lelaster Bank, Lower Fagcoi Street, Dublin
George Dixon
Receipts Payments
2969 £ s d 1969 £ s d
Tov 1% Lodgment 11,450.0. O Nov 14 Cheque Fook 6« 3
ov 17 Cash 1,500.0, O
1970
ov 26 " 100,0, ©
Jan 6 i
(Mr K) 13,000.0, 0 Dec 11 " 849 3. 9
¢
Feb 2 " 12,000.0, 0 | Dec 11 Transfer to
i A O'Brien 1,000,0. O
Mar 25 i !
(J J Kelly) 4,000,0, O Dec 22 Cash 3,500,0. 0
Mar 25 B i Dec 22 Trf.to & O'Brien 1,000,0, O
(Mr F) 1,000.0, 0
1970
Jan 2 Cash 200.0, O
! Jan 9 Cash 6,000,0, O
i
: Jan 22 Cash 00.0. O
i |
|  Jan 29 Cash | 1,500.0. 0
i
i
| Feb 12 Cash | 15,000.0, ©
i W 12 A O0'Brien a/c 1,000.0. ©
| " 23 Cash 1,000.0, 0
Har 4 M 600,0, 0
E L ! 4,000.0. O
g: [
L L i 200.0. 0
| i
1 il 25 n | 290. O. O
1 i
| | hpr 17 E 600.0. 0
i i {
:  Balance | 200.0. O
TN ST IR TR, | s s
41, 450 0. 0 ! !ul,uso 0. 0
— - aha ik —_.‘L !'" REI T T il
: 5
| |
! {
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APPEIDIX ¥

e Tt et i i e e

ccount in Munster and Lelnster Banl;, Lower Baggot Street, Dublin

-t
L —
e ecorssros o em e e e i S N e i oSN P S
Receipts _ Payments
- —— e - - T a—— - - ;-...... - - - . 1 - -

1969 I £ sd {199 £ s ¢
Nov 1k a/c opened 2,500.0.0 | fov 17 Cheque Book 6. 3
Dec 11 by Dixon a/c 1,000,0.0 | HWov 19 Cash 1,000.0, O
Dec 22 do 1,000.0.0 | ¥ov 28  Cnsh 600.0, ©
Dec 11 S Brady 800.0. 0
e = Dec 15 Cash | 300,0. 0
Feb 12 do | 1,000,0,0 !
Mar 25 Mr F 1,000,0.0 | 1970
| Jan 2 S Brady ; 500,0. O
Jan 2 Cash ' 250.0, 0
Jan 16 S Brady 4£00.0, O
i Feb 16 Cash 500,0, O
Mar 9 Cash 50,0,
mar 31 Cash 500.0, O
| Lpr 17 Cosh E 900,.0. 0O
Ralance L9,13.9
R ——— ISR
6,500,0.0 6,5C0. 0,0
|
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APPENDIX VI

Irish Red Cross Society and Relief for Victims of Unrest in
the Six Counties,

1 Section 2 of the Red Cross Act, 1938 ,provides as follows:-

"The Minister for Finance may, out of monies provided
by the Oireachtas, afford assistance to the Society by
way of grant or loan on such terms and conditions as

he shall think proper".

In practice the Department of Defence administers an.annual
grant-in-aid to the Society, provision for which is made in
the Vote for Defence each year. The grant-in-aid is

designed to assist in meeting the cost of normal activities
of the Society and of activities undertaken at% the request of
the Government, e.g. emergency relief for victims or disasters

such as earthquakes.

2 The Tenth International Red Cross Conference, Geneve,

1921, prescribed by Resolution that no Red Cross Society

should operate in an area outside its own area of responsibility
without the consent of the Central Committee of the Society
responsible for the second area. Because of this Resolution,
the Chairman and Secretary of the Irish Society met officers

of the British Society on 20 August, 1969, and suggested that
combined teams of Irish and British personnel should operate

in Belfast and Derry. The reply (received a week later) was
that the British Society had sufficient supplies and personnel

to meet the situation.

% EBarly in October, 1969,the then Minister for Finance arranged
with the Secretary of the Scciety to transfer £5,000 from the
Society's own funds to open an account in the Bank of Ireland
Branch at Clones called "The Belfast Fund for the Reliel of
Distress" in the joint names cf Messrs. E.G., and H.

The Society has intimated that the £5,000 in question came from

the Society's Emergency Relief Fund (see Note after paragraph 6).

/4
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L The public subscriptions received by the Society for such
relief in the period August 1969 to 31 March 1970 totalled
£85,469. In the same period the Society spent £26,395 on relief.
(Details are: (1) Cash Payments £15,750; (ii) Pockset Money
£2,8513; '(iii) Travel Warrants £1,682; (iv) Hospital Expenses
£1,029 and (v) Clothing, Footwear, etec., £5,083). TFurther public
subscriptions totalling £402 were received in the period 1 April,
1970 to 30 November, 1970. Payments made in this period
totalled £5,025. On 30 November 1970, the Society had an
unspent balance of £54%,469,

5  The Society also received £47,847.18.10 from the Trusteces of
"Cunamh" (G.A.A. Conradh na Gaeilge and Comhaltas Ceolteoiri
na héireann). Payments for relizf purposes were made on ths

instructions of the Trustees.

6 The Soclety received sums totalling £89,732.17.0 from the
lNorthern Ireland Relief Expenditure (Grant-in-Aid). Payments made
by the Society from this source are detailed in the main
memorandum. The balance of £732.17.0 was refunded by the Socisty

on 11 November, 1270, to the Department of Finance,

Note

The Society's Emergency Relief Fund, which was established several
years ago, is fed from the Department of Defence's Grant-in-Aid,
puklic subscriptions, donations, bequests, funds raised by the
Society itself (e.g. Branch functions), ete. Payments are made
from the Fund towards relief in various countries, as the need
arises.

The last payment into the Emergency Relief Fund 'from the Department
of Dafence'g Grant~in-Aid prior to October, 1969, was £6,300 on

28 March 1969. The only Grant~in-Aid payments from the Department
of Defence for Emergency Relief in the financial year 1969-70

ware £7,000 on 22, January, 1970 and £20,000 on 26, March, 1970 -
both for Nigeria/Biafra relief.
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