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Secretary,

Depariment of Foreign Affairs, gk. 3os
Dublin.

I have the honour to report that yesterday evening’s TV newsbulletin’s
both at 7 p.m. and 7,30 p.m. reported the news of a bomb explosion in
Central Belfast yesterday morning, as a result of which one person was
killed and %3 injured. One could see the wounded being removed on

stretchers to ambulances.

This piece of news was the prelude to what the announcer described as
"an exclusive interview with the most wanted man in Ulster", Joe Cahill
of the I.R.A. which Sveriges Radio’s reporter, Lennart Widblud, had
secured., I think I gathered that the interview took place in a Dublin
hotel.

It began by showing Cahill addressing the press conference which hs«
organised in Belfast a few weeks ago. We then saw scenes of Belfast
with posters such as "Buy Irish, Boycott British". In reply to questions
he said that they have been very successful so far, the main reason
being that they have the people with them. In the 40°’s and 50°s they
enjoyed "a certain amount of support", but now they have at least 90%

of the Nationalist population behind them. "This is very helpfvl ‘indeed"

and enables him to "move around freely".

As far aé I can remember I think he said that he had been in the I.R.A.
all his life, left it in the late 50’s or early 60's, but rejoined it

again in August, 1969, He is a family man, has a wife and six children.
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He looks forward to returning to them "when we are victorious'. With

the support they have, they can have nothing else but success.

The interviewer's rext question was something like this:
"lr. Brian Faullmer has described you{ people as "sub-
human murderers". How do you regard ycurselves?!

Mr., Cahill’s reply was
"As men inspired by the highest ideals. And that is more

than Paulkner can c¢laim. He is a man without a country".

Mr. Cahill was then asked if it was easy to get recruits. His reply
was to the effect that recruits keep flocking in. He did not think
that any revolutionary movement had ever been so fortunate in the
matter of recruits. He attributed this to the fact that the people
are with them.

Answering further questions, he admitted the British Army is "one
of the best-equipped armies in the wo.ld", and have access to all
sorts of arms and armements. Nevertheless, they are prepared to
fight them. He was asked to explain how this was possible, in view
of his statement at the press conference that they were running
short of ammunition., He said that that was "true at the time", but,
now that they have gone back oo guerrilla taczids, they have enough

ammunition for their purposes.

To the best of my recollection, the interview ended on this note.
The 7 p.nm. news on TV channel 2 lasts 10 minutes and it was featured
at some lengith in this; but in the 7.30 p.m. news - the main news -
on TV channel 1, it was dealt with at length, and, I would say, was
allotted at least 5 minutes time,
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