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CORPILENTIAL
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I Mr. Merlyn Rees, M.P., Secretary of State for Pome nffai;r,

pet Dr. J. Zelly, T.5.. Parlisrentary Secxetory (¢ tho Minlsteyr Tor
Porcicen Lffaira at the liouse of Comwone on 7 March 1977, Also prosent
wore Antassador P.J.C. ¥eating and Mr, Donlon and from the love OT0ice
Mossre. A.J. Langdon (Agslstant Secretery, Frison Lepartient)

D.0. Grant (Pirector of Information Services, Puklic Relations Branch),

R.M. Morris (Princip al Private Secretary) and C. Farringter (Privete

Sacretary).

2 The Parliamentary Secretary explained that he was aotine on
behalf of the Ministey foxr Feoreicon Affalrs who was 111 et the moront,
He had come to London for the wemorial service for the late Forelsgn
Secratary and wished to avall of the vislt to discuss the ﬁrohlcm of
eome Ixdsh prizonexs in Dritish jails, lle did not propoge o
rublicice the reeting unless he had to do so in response to cuestions

in the DALL.

3. In raigsing the guestion of the treatrent of sone Irish
prisosers in British 4ails, we wvere not agssoclating curselves in any
way with Provisional and cther propagandists but aspocts of sorme of
the cases had been causing us concern fox sore tire and there had

recontly been a cengyuence of reports, such as those by the lLaw

b:.

Guardian Gazstte and the LOCL/Annesty/liovward Leacue Rerorxrt, whicn

...... il o i

tended to core to the conclusions vhich were warranted by the

-

1nforration avaeilable to vws. We could not, of courss, he czrtain of

]

the accuracy of our information in 21l cases but the general picture
was worrying and the reference, during the trial of wincon CGreen
priscn staff, to a “wall of silence” gsuggested that the Zritist
suthorities Qight not heva the corplete picture eithear. The
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allegations of 1ll-treatment were disturbing in therselves but they
were also politically erbarrxagsing to the Yrish Covernment and
therefore, at 8 rernove, to the Byltish Governnent., In an election
vear, this srberrassment was naturally all the greatex ~ not loast
hecause it woae being and would continue to Le expleited by Mre Dlaney
who was likely to run candidates in a nurber of ceonstituenciss and
whoee electoral appeel nmlolit, bearing last yvear'e by-election in nird,
ke greatexr than was genesrally thought. Toving carefully considexed
all aspects of the problem, it gecred that a satisfactory outcore to
the situstion would ke to trancsfer sorge Irish prisoners te Korthern
Ircland and the Parliermentary Secretary urged the Home Secretary to
cive this serious thouoht, particularly at this time when there was

ne hunger strike or similer pressure in the face of which no
Covernment c¢ould ke expacted to concede. The princirle of transferyine
Irish prisoners to Rorthern Ireland had already been conceded, a.q. in
the cage of the Price pisters. In addition to uvrging the transfer to
Noxthern Irxeland of prisoners with links in eithexr part of Ireland,
the Parliaventaxy Secretary referred to the particular prol:lem arising
out ¢f the way solitary or cellulax confirement was being used. 7The
lenoth of the pericds involved and the condition of sore of those in
gsolitary confinement gave rige to doubts about the humenceness of the

applicaticn of rule 43.

4. The Secretary of State replied that he was cenexally aware of
the Gifficuledes which had erizen and was ept allive to the probklers,
not least through his reading of the Irxish Tires. VWhen he first

W s, e e St

becare aware of the Law Cuardian Cszette article, ke had asked his

officiels to prepzre a detailed, peint by point rebuttal and this thay
had done. Fe would let us have a copy ¢f this znalysis =20 that we
could ses the other side of the plicture. 7The Provisional priscnasxg in
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Byritish priscnsg werxe claining speclal steotus and thelr campaio o
thig end had to be sacn in the broader context of their oversll

carpalon. What they were trying €o do in Pyritish dalls waz no

-

different to their activities &n Portlscise. The 2llany incident
for ingtance, was deliberately set up con orders from Provosr. cutaside
thae prisons and the tirming of such incildents wes usually detormined

by the situstion cutside rather than within the prisons.

- 7 The Parliznmentory Sccrotary saild that he wae consclous of the
Provisionals' hichly orcanisged campalgn end the difficulties which it
createt for all of uve. e was very wuch aware of the running sore
gituation which was of the Prowvisionals' own making but we could not
ianore even Lhalf-substantiated allevastions of ill-troastment such as
hod beon made. Putting 1t at its lowest, their political iwmpact in
Ireland wos gerlous and an obkviocus way to relieve tencslon was to
censidex trxansferring at least some of the prisoners to Northarn
Irelond pricons, particulerly 2z this would not invelve a sacrifice
of principle. There weye obvious mriority casss, such as that of
Sefin Campbell which, if they wore not Gealt with now, could ha used

to spearhezd & renewed Provisional propaganda effort.

6. The fecretary of &tate cutlired some obstacles to transferring
priscnars to tiorthern Ireland., Firstly thore was a shortage of space
in YNorthern Irxeland priescne. Eeceondly to concede the transfer of
Provisicnals would receszarily involve trarsferring loyalist prisoners
as wall., 7Thirdly, the concession world éo mneothing to diascourass cther
Provisionals £rorm continuing thely cacpaign on the meinland. Fourthly,
there would he political cdifficulties in rersuading a Creat Britain
sudienca of the correctness of the rmove and lastly the Yorthern Ireland
unionists weuld cbwvicurly okioct to tha tranzfsx to xﬁrthern Ireland of
prisoners whoze Irish links were with the Republic.
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; Thae Parliarventary Secretary sald that a start could be Jdo in
cages wvhere not all of the obstacles referrad to ware relevant. oAny

cooling of the situaticn would he helpful and we were not sucuestipa

an ippediate, dramatic tronsfer of all ¢3.

8. The Secretery of State concluded by saying that he would have
tha rebuttal of the Law Cuardiesn Cagette article sent shortly. In

ragard to the questicn of transfer to Kerthern Ireland, he would locok
at the situvation but in the meanvhile he would appreciate it 17 there

was no public reference to the fact that the matter lad been discussed.

EAREANEHEY
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