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Council of Eu roQe Sub-Committees on Northern Ireland 

1. On 7 October 1971 a motion for a r eso l ut ion on North ern Ir el and (Doc . 3035 

App endi x "A") was ta bled by Mr . Frank Clvskey and 29 collea gues in the Consultative 

As sembl ~r . The mot i on wa s referred to the Political A.ffairs Committee and the Lega l 

A.ffairs Comrni ttee as a result of which a Political Su b- Commi ttee and a Lega l Sub-

Committee were f ormed , (dec l' te t ' t ' b ~p s r enuous OppOSl lon y British Conservat ive Party 

members) . It was decided that , while each Sub- Commi ttee shou ld preserve i ts separate 

identity, t hey s hould meet jointly. 

2 . The membership of the two Sub- Committ ees was as follows: 

Political Sub- Commit t ee: Aiken ( Irel and) 

Badini Conf al onier i (Ita ly) 

Bj ork (Sweden ) 

Blumenf el d (Fed. Rep . of Germany) 
f a ,() d J)ttAi Kf.~r.) 

Van der Stoel (Netherlands) 1L ~; -

Lega l Sub-Committee: Gr i e ye (U • K • ) 

Ma c Lellan (U. K.) 

/l.1argue (Luxembourg ) 

Pltterman (Austria) 

R.. . Ryan (Irel and) . 

Or i ginal ly it was i nt ended t hat both I r eland ~ncl Britain wou ld be repres ented on both 

Sub- Committees and thi s proc edure was followed in our case . We understand , however , 

that after Grieve (Conservative) was appointed to the Lega l Sub-Committee , the 

Bri tish Labour Party decided that they would rather be reprE'sented by Ma c Lellan 

who was a l so a member of the Assemb ly ' s Lega l Affairs Committee t han by a member of 

t he pol i tical Affairs Committee. 

3 . The ori gi na l mot i on to t he Consul t ative Assembly (set ou t in Doc . 3035 

Append ix A) beg&n with a ref erence to It the br eakdown of democrat ic i nstitutions in 

Northern Ir el and" (Para . 1) and ca l l ed 6n t he Politica l Affairs and Lega l Affairs 

Committees t o study t he situation and r ecomme nd " appropr i ate le gal and admi ni strative 

provisions" which would prov ide for the parti cipation of the minority i n t he decision 
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ma king proce s s , gua r an t ee civil rights and pr event d i s crimina t ion (Para . 4) . 

The Dra ft Order whi ch wa s unanimously accepted by t he Po li t ic a l Affa irs Committee 

( ppend ix B. Doc. 3045) and wh ich s et up the Politica l and Lega l Sub-Com.mit t ees 

provided t ha t t he Sub-Comrni t tees should study It any pr oblems r el a ting to Nor t hern 

Ireland" and report to the Consult a tive Ass emb ly if t he y thought suc h a cours e was 

i nd ic a t ed . 

, . 

The Secret a r y- Genera l of t he Council of Europe in the cou r se of a tel ep hone 

convers at ion wi th the Permanent Rep resenta t ive to the Council Mis s Tinne y descri bed 
I } 

the work of t he t wo Sub- Committe es a s l a r ge l y I'r es ea r c h wo r kll
• 

4. At a me eting of 20 March 1972 the Sub-eommitt ee s decided to visit Northern 

Ireland subj sct to the aCljreement of the Br i ti s h Autho r iti es . Mr . Grieve (Bri Ush 

Cons ervat iv e ) object ed s t~s ng ly and l eft the me eting in prot est but r etu r ned shortly 

afterwa rds . 

5. According t o r eports which r eached the Depart ment of For ei gn Affa i rs in March 

and April 1972 the Sub- Committees had come to a number of general conclusions : 

the e s ca lat i on of viol enc e in North ern Irel a nd coul d only make democratic 

solutions more di ff icult ; 

the Northern Irel a nd prob lem should be seen in a European p erspect ive 

ewp ecially in t he light of the applications of Ireland and t he U.K. for 

membership of the European Commu nities ; 

t he North ern Ir f l a nd minority should be g iven a real share in power : a body 

repres enta tive of both communit i es shou ld govern at l east tempora rily ; 

t a lks on a n op en agenda should begin at fi r st between representatives of the 

two Northe rn Irela nd communities and, at ({l ater s tage , th e U. K. and Ir ish 

Governments should become invol~ed ; 

t t " should be us ed for a ll e l ec t ed bodies in propo r tiona l r epres en a lon 

Northe r n Ire l and ; 

in r ega rd t o I r i s h unity , refer enda mi ght be hel d (in North ern Ir e l and) when 

r equest ed by a substanti a l number of MP~ and/or c iti zens ; 

socia l a nd economic p r obl ems s hould a l s o be ta c kl ed ; 

d d t "nees rni qht be emba rked on. a aha s ed o rogr amme of re l ea s e of i nt e rne es an e al -, . 
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6 . I n a report t o the Co nsul t Cl tive Ass embly dated 16 Ma rch 1973 (c opy attached, 

Append ix C) the Sub-Committees report ed on t he ir work a nd made a number of 

reco~menda tions : 

the Cha irman and Rapporteur of the Sub-Co~mi ttees had " frank " 

discuss i ons wi th Mi nis t ers in London on 4 J uly 1972 and would be going to 

Dubl in i n the near future ; 

i n the course of a h isto r ic a l disqui s ition (Paras . 8 to 10 ) it is concluded 

t ha t (a) the Bord. e r was art ifical and (b ) Stormont was never suitab le ; 

Pa rtition promot ed polarisat ion within the North and diver gence in the North­

South context ; 

-anAll- I re la nd Council ba sed on an Ang lo- Irish Treaty should be s et up tl wi thout 

de l a y"; 

The policy of the new Government in Dublin should aim I'to present positively 

a mor e modern i mage of I r e l and" ; 

"Cou l d t he Br i tish Is l es not become a unit similar to Benelux , with the he l p 

of the Common Ivla rket?" 

the new Northern Assembly (elected by proportional r epresentation) should be 

a t f irs t consu ltative and prog res s ivel y move towards government: an executive 

s hould be e lected b y proportional repres entation and dt!cisions should be by 

three- quarters majority ; 

guara ntees of huma n r i ghts should draw on the experienc e of the Council of 

Europe ; 

the exercise of emergency powers shou l d be r estrict ed wi t hin a minimum 

framework of gua rante es and the "od ium" as sociated with the Special Powers 

Act could be r emoved by int roducing emergency l eg i s l ation applica ble to t he 

ent i re United Ki ngdom. 

7. Dr . Blumenfeld (Fed . R ep . of German y) Cha i rman of t he Political Affairs CommitteE 

welcomed the v hit e Paper (cutting from I r i sh Times of 24 March 1973 , App endix D) . 

The Poli t icul Sub- Committee will vis i t Dublin on 30 Apr il 1973 . 
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