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Tcoiseach:

Department of the Taoiseach

T caiyp do S.165T/

st fom 7 e’

/,//,977

er: Teoiseach, one of the things that lir. i{ilseon duld, Wt. Peisley said,

people In the North have sald aud people in the South are saying
I think is what action does this Government propose to take in

respect of the I.d.hs It is not even clear whother the I.ReA.

in this part of the country is an illegal Jrg,xi sation.
well of course I am not golng to debate the legality this hut

we regerd them as an illeyal oiganisation, cortainly as far cs the
Government is concerned we treat thom as suche. ow first let me say
since we have bezn tolitins—about re un;fxcptlﬁn and the

(R J
constitutional terms and ¥n lir. wiilson's proposal§terns the I+Reae o

the present time as you lnow causing what I think is havoc tofb:ds
our reunification aspirations in this country. First of 2all I
rule out violence for the sttainment of any cause, violerce will
not only make that couce pere difficult to achieve but coertainly
will lengthen the period in which it can be achieveds st the
momeint the I.R.A. are ofara f’ﬁg in the Six Cou ties al]chdIy
for the purpose of uniting the country. I don't heve to repeit
again what national policy is,that reunification should come zbout
by peaceful means and by agreement. I believe myself that the
I.R.Ae by thelr campaign are postponing that day, every bomb that
is exploded, every innocent life that is taken postpones the day
when we can achieve reunification. I am not suggesting that
all bombs and all lives taken are & the actions of the I.i.A. but
I will admit,I will ecc:pt‘that they genuinely seek the
reunification of the country,$o do we but I would suggest to them
now at this stage and espscially in the period coming up to
Christmas that they might impose on themselves a truce, I tullzve
they could do that, in fact I believe it would be to their
credit to estalilish that they could impose a truce and will Icie

At the same time I would suggest that the British eray might
wilthdraw from the strects of Delfast and Dexry and lel the people
live a reasonably normal life and above all to let the political

neans of finding a s.lution have a chance

o+

Interviawers liell llr. Lynch you say that the I.R.A. are pushing back the

]

C;

’..u

{;\

each:

possibility of reunification, would you now/at this st ;e}hﬂ.ﬁhe

-

cacer of the Opposition in the British House of Comnons say ¥n
talking, demanding that reunification should be considercd o5 Lhe
long torm ultimate s-lution if oll were poacefui in the North over
the past yeax?

Well now again one must not be confused about this. The atiitude

of Mr. lleath and liz. lieudling obviously sttitude of #mo2 Goverpnment

and appareitly of iir. Wilson even though I must say that I welcomed
his priposals sesm to he that violence must fixs be eliaminated but
violence is not tha reot COUSEe Violence is one of the side issues
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Intarviewer

Taciseach:
|

{5 |

all this and irrespective of v

—

o

=

ence, irresomctlvn of what is
happening now in the stirests of Belfast and Der Iy and in some places
along the Dorder, there must be a worthwhile political initiatives

I know that is difficult st the present time particularly because ..
of the attitude of the S.D.Le.P. and I can understend their attitude

in this respect,but the question of putting violence as the first and

nk i

=
(&)

main issue in the ultimate s.lution of our probleas I th

completely wrong, it is short sighted on the part of the British
Government. _ .
Taolseach, Isn't there nevertheless & responsibility on your
Government in respect of violence and in respect of the I.it.a. .
If you say this is an illsgal body how come that there are meatings
held, there are collections taken up, thore are arms carrlod, '
they are in public funcrals, with obvious I.i.As activity and
apnarertly no action taken by the Government?
ilell apparently no zction, that is too facile a statoment..
Prosecutions are brought averywhere en.s are fuund whother in the
nossession of a person on his person or under his control.
uUnfortunctely we cen't always direct the course of law. once -
gets into the couits., Our courts are ebsolutely lndependent
our judiciary is independent and if théy hadn't teken effective
action it is not the Government's fault. e have put the
logis!ction there, When people come across the Border if they
had been cctive op the other side of the Border thoare
is no charue that we can bring against him, if he is not
possassion of arms at that particular time end I can assu.e you
that insofar as we can enforce the law against these people e
do it on every possible dccasion, these are our instructions Lo the
Gordal to enforce the law to the fullest possible extont aud tney ’
carry out their instructionss oy Isay in one raspzct there
was an orticle in one of to-day's newspapers eboub activiti=i neur
the Border, I think it was Ki ‘ty closner, Co. Leitrim, and the
suggastion avpeared to be thet the Guards knew what cas hanseniiig.
The Guards had a good idea what was happening but all the sclivity
took place on the other side of the Border, cars thal approsch2c the
Bordar were searched, minutely searxched, when they ca e baclk ucioss
the Dordsr again they mere minutely scarched but nathing wis fouad,
Obviously whatever happened, thox :re spikes blowa up, the
amaunition was aveilable oo the other side of the Border, ucs
probably dumped on the other side of the Border, but as far as our
\
forces are concernad we took every precaution to ensuie that "
ammunition was neither broughi acruss the borxder or br-ught hack
after the opergtion. ‘;\
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1"pf?;i:.:r: And now Lire Lynch to get bick to & point we were dealing witn
earlier. Consiste:ntly on many many occasions you have condemned
vislence as you have done so to=night and you say the I.R.a. are
creating havoc but is it njf a fact that we have come nearer
now to reunification thon we hade  Everyone is talking chout 1t, it 1is
acceted as a question for serious political discussion. e Wilson
savs it is essential, n>w that hes happened for some reassn. Is it
noll becau f the bombing and the shooting that we:nt on in the Horth?

Teoiseach: Qe I think, well one would not say that it has not hzd soime effect
but when we talk about reunification we are not just talking c.out
reunification of tersitorsias we sre telking acbout reunification of the'
ceosle and I am suggesting-that the ectivities of the I.R.h.are

P

driving the people further and further aperte Thepborder wes imposed,
as you know &égainst the will of the majority of the people. 4s long
as it is thare the Irish people will not be satisfied with it and we
know now cnd I think this has been borne in on the British Gnver.'ent-
that 40¢ of the populstion in the lbrth of Ireland refuse to accept .
tiie adninistrstion as it now stanus and if violence ceasad to=day
and if nothing wds done, nothing more was done, abput the present
situation almost 1nu.su\b1f it would start, meybe not in ten years
probsbly nuch less than fen years, five or three years time ubuin,: \
I think the British people rezlise this now, realise that this '
scttlement, so-called sottlement of 50 years ego was not & valid 4
settlement it was an unjust settlemznt and they realize that .
reunification is the goal, reunification by peaceful means anu that f'
I think more than any violent sctivities has brought this re:lisation

-

ome to the British peoples
1, - . 3
atic politics you are now leader

minority Governmeats, Do yRu think that that is e satisfaclozy vAﬁﬂ;Z;&

onaeration? \

Interviewers To get down to purely deor

Taoiscechs dell I em leader of o pm=ty\'hat has still more members than e d
combined strenjth of the two \Opposition prrties. There 7re sume _.
' e
independents who continuz to gupport us and a minority Govirnnioat
j isn't unknown in this CJuntry,\we have had many toras of Govarmaant
in the country and these Governpent®s have opszreted satlslcct G R
I naturzlly would profir to havy & resscnably secure majorl.y. five
or 3ix seats, but I still think h have a safe enough majoricy In cifect. |
Interviewer: Dut are you not to a certsin extdnt curtailed in your cectivi. .5, are

there not cartain things you might possibly lilke to do you ciiot do
= . o Iy

because of ihe possibility that support would not be fortucual:z? | |
. " | N . " .-r:.;hk
{colseech: I want to assure you that there is Wothling that our Governiw.l otz
ank to do Emat it u_L‘l.[CL,__. it 1;",' racison 0 ) . J of

insccurity in the D&il, on the contryry, I would ke ealy willii o

bring forvard proposals if they or the couatry ui: i tuay

epresentation in the ucil at the

1

¥

! I

might be jeopardised by recson of |
B

quickly for that reis . [

present time I would do it all the

A

© National Archives, ireland ~ -




	1.jpg
	2.jpg
	3.jpg

