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£FI — Acnad Idir-Rannach um an Tuaisceart
p Inter-Departmental Unit on the North
< HEIDENTIAL of Ireland

Mr. S.G. Ronan, Chalirman Department of Foreign Affairs

Mr. D. O Siilleabhain Department of the Taoiseach

Mr, J.F. MacInerney Department of Finance

Mr. E. Gallagher Department of Foreign Affairs

Mr. J. Small, Secretary Department of Foreign Affairs
Purpose of meetings

The four special meetings held on successive days were convened on
the instructions of the Government arising out of thelr deliberations
on the Northern Ireland situation on the previous day. Mr. O
suilleabhain explained at the opening meeting that arising out of the
Taclseach's public invitation to the anti~unionist Stormont MPs to
come to Dublin for discuscions on the following week the Taoiseach
had directed that a full assessment, including the extent of

possible financial implicationf.e&adﬁl proposals and suggestions
likely to he made by the Northern MPs., Such an assessment should,
inter alia, cover the propriety and feasibility of the various
measures likely to be proposed as well as their likely effects on
Anglo=-Irish relations. It would be for the Unit to anticipate and
list the various options likely to be proposed with an indication

of possible better alternatives. The Government would also want

to know whether it would be prorer or prudent for the Government

to offer financial surport for any or some of the various courses of
action likely to be provosed. In other words, the Govermment would
want to know in advance the situations where financlal support might
be given and the approximate amount of that support.

These matters were considered by the Unit at the four special meetings
and seven papers were prepared for the Taciseach and the Ministers
who were to accompany him at the meeting, fixed for 23rd August,

with the elected leaders of the Northern Ireland Opposition,
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The texts of the seven papers are annexed to these minutes and bear

the following titles:

(1) General Note for the information of the Taolseach, Minister for
Foreign Affairs and Minister for Finance only (Annex I)

(2) suggested agenda for meeting of 23rd August with the Stormont
Parliamentary Opposition Group (Annex 1T)

(3) Cbjective to be agreed at meeting (Annex III)

(4) method of achieving objective to be agreed (Annex IV)

(5) Financial provisions and other business (Annex V)

(6) General Note on financial provisions for the information
of the Taoiseach, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Minister
for Finance only (Annex VI)

(7) Draft press release for use after the meeting of 23rd August
(Annex VII)

North/South cooperation
(a) Joint Action on Fisherv Projects: The Chalrman circilated a
letter to the Unit dated 17th August from the Fisheries Division
of the Department of Agriculture and Fisheries seeking guidance on
future North/South contact and cooperation in fishery matters in
the light of the post-internment situation in Northern Ireland.
In particular the Fisheries Division was anxious to have the advice
of the Unit on the significance to be attached to the passage in
Mr. Brian Faulkner's intemperate statement of 13th August reading:
"what is arparent is that no further attempt by us to
deal constructively with the present Dublin Government
is possible”.
In view of the fact that the Foyle Fisheries Commission was
constituted by statutes gls-iﬁin Dublin and Belfffjﬁz:%j:;;:%’

the Unit had no hesitation in recommending a continuation of
normal contacts on this matter which are at official level.

(b) Northexn Ireland Road Safety Coupcil: The Chairman informed

the Unit that on 18th August he was advised by the Secretary of
the Department of Local Government of an invitation extended te an
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official of his Department to attend a meesting of the MNorthern
Ireland Road Safety Council on 17th September as an observer. O
Foras Forbartha official was to read a technical paper at the
meeting and his name, as well as the subject of his paper, had
already appeared on the printed programme. The Chairman explained
that the Northern Ireland Road “afety Council was under the ausrices
of the Ministry of Home Affairs in Belfast and the meeting was to
be addressed by Mr. John Taylor, Minister of State in that Ministry.
The last such meeting was addressed by Mr., Faulkner who made a
nolitical speech attacking the IRA. The Department of Foreign
Affairs had advised against the participation of the two officials
from the South because of the involvement of John Taylor in the
meeting and the uncertainty about the contents of his speech.
The Unit agreed with this advice.

Cixculated to

The Taolseach

Minister for Foreign Affairs
and Members of the Unit.
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of retaliatory measures by the British Government in response to the
decisions that might be taken at the discussion. It is their present
view that the likelihood of retali:tion is reasonably remete so far as
London is concerned. There are international factors in Anglo-Irigh
relations which did not exist in t“e 1930s e.qg. common wor%n“sx_c of
GATT, CECD, the "W as well as the cormon applications for member Siip
of the European Communities all of which Britain would not easily wish
to disturb, The only important area in which retaliation might occur
according to the preliminary study made, is in that of uppCLL vayment
and other bilateral agreements or understandings which need to he
renewed at freguent regular intervals. 50 as to obviagte aven this
possibility the 'nit ccnsider that any official exrressions, by way
of press release or otherwise, LoleW¢ng the discussion shculd be very
carpfuJJf worded so as to give the least excuse for offence while
crnuulnq the maximum interest in the rIOPOsals that might emexge;
for example, words encouraging "civil discbedience” should be avcided.
The 'Init consider that the most likely arza of retaliation will be
in matters concerning Morth/Scuth cooperation exclisively, Such
retaliations are likely to be nothing more than pinpricks as the
question of balance of advantage would arise and this would not
necessarily be in favour of the NMorth,
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Method of achieving objective to be agreed.

Financial previsions and other business.

ITtem IV

Press Release to be agreed.
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Item - obiective to be aarend
L T e v

The following wording is suggested: o
to obtain sguality of treatment for eveyone
in Northern Ireland irrespective of political
views or religien and without prejudice to

s L] i A 2 o 3 Foe L Taad o
the aspiratlon of the great majority o Irish
- . - - oo -
pecple to the reunification of Ireland.
The abeve follows the wording of the Downing Street
Declaration. This wording was also followed in

Mr. Heath's telegram to the Taoiseach on 19ih August.
It is not possible, therefore, for the British -
Government to chject to our adopting their cwn poilcy.

The wording of the second part of the objective is
comething for which we do not have to apolegise to

anyone.,

Various other expressions cculd be used instead but

the view agreed by the Inter-Departmental Unit is that
we should avoid any phraseology such as, for example,
nsupport of a policy of passive resigtance" (even though
that is the obviocus intention) as such phraseology could

ol £

be found objecticnable not only by the British Government
but by other Governments as well. The Unit consider
that there is no need to risk any difficulty on this score.
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The following

Il
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formula is recommended:

This objective is to be pursued by
non~violent political means.

" The Unit agreed to re omaend this formula. Tt is not
objectionable in principle and is completely in line with
the Government's ceneral policy It is also COﬂpJei@ly
in line with the general pclicy of the Stormont Parliamentary
Opposition Group. 1t Jﬁocific 11y eliminates violence #
and, by doing so indicates that groups committed to viclent
ac01v1ty w:ll not form any part of the organisation of the
Stormont Parliamentary Opposition Group.
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Mr. Maclnerney informed the Unit as follows:
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sent tc the Comptroll;r and Auditor General;
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his epiricn the concurrence of the Cpposition
parties should be sought. (This view is shared
by the other members of the Unit);
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rants~in-aid are not payeble to persons cutsid
e jurisdiction and, therefore, outside the
ntrol of the State. For this reason he

< the appointment of trustees to recelve
PaYﬂOnLa from the Excheguer and make transfers
to the Noxrthern group on cause shown and for
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purposes indi cated. This is necessary also to
ensure that the State is able to demonstrate that,
so far as can be provided, the fund will not he

used for any purpose other than that clearly

intended;
(iv) auditors shculd be appointed.

Mr. C JllleabHaJn, generally supported by Mr. Ronan and

Mr, Gallagher,siggested that the precedure be kept as simple

as possible. It was pointed out that the lik cely trvd arers

for the fund, M». John Hume M.P. and Mr. Rederick C'Connox M.P,
both Irish citizens and that the regiirement about trusteeship

within the jurisdiction could well be waived in these particular

circumstances. Furthermore it could be insisted that the fund

be estzhlished in Dublin and, no doubt, the treasurers would

agree to this. It was also suggested that the fund should be

open to public subscription and that the Taciseach should

| consider publicly supporting an’ appeal for subscrirtions to

the fund from the rublic, Conseqguently insistence on auditing

the entire fund, in which the Governmert s possible contributions

would ke unic ent*hJah1ﬁ, would impose an unnecessary burden,

In any case it would be assumed that the treasurers would arrange

for audit and that an auditor's certificate would be available.

Mr. MacInerney included a strong res tion about the formula
set out above in relaticn tc the ﬂdtJr cf the fund. He

considered that the items listed among the possible financial
demands by the Group - particularly Items A, B and D - would
not clearly fall within the terms of “%e above definiticn of
the purposes of the suggested fund. He sald ibdt the
description of the nero e of the fund should include words
such as "to assist the promoticn of the agreed objective'.

Mr., O Shilleahhain felt that such expenses would bhe legitimate

in a"v fund of that kind. He said thst, for example, if Stermont

M.P.s gave up their Stormont salaries and allowances aﬁd worked

to rowotf the purposes of the fund, they ! :culd ke entitled tec
*t :ble remuneraticn. He instanced as a suitable precedent

C?CFA-” vhich has paid crganisers, carries out “vnpdﬂtha work ,

including advertising, and ocbvicusly had coensiderable genersl

eXpenses,
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Mv, Gallasgher argued stroengly fer a description of the £ {.‘\.‘to
which the Pritish Government cculd not quCQszully’ng?ct in
an intern duifﬂal forurm or otherwise. The descrintion is roughly
in line with the aims of the United Nations Trust Fund for South
Africa (”otp 46 C?) The deccrip%ion of that fund runs "the
fund crovid relief and assistance for the victims of the policy

of. a“dsu%eL‘" ot ﬁailaghcr argued that iﬁ 1s Onen LO any
Government to provide relief and assistance for the victims of

deprivation of civil and human rights anywhere and the Br)tlwh
Government could not, therefore, easily protest about our doing
so in relation to Norchrn reland. He observed that, in such
mdttord, debate usually ends up on the subject of the actual

wording used raﬁher than on the real intent that might lie behind
the Government's contributions, He regerded it as necessary

tc maintain the strcongest obtainakle positicn in relation to the
fund against ﬂobentlnl future cony olaints or PIESSUTeS. For these
reasons Mr. Gallacher considered that the insert suggested by

Mr. Maclnerney - 1o assist the promotion of the agreed objective" -
would be inappropriate.

Mr. Gallagher also referred to the possible reactions of the
British Labour Party. They are being weaned away from the
bipartisan policy but might be forced back to it if anything
done here.even in terms of the descrlptlon of the fund,could
readily be made to appear to be an improper intervention.

The Unit decided that all the aboeve views should be placed betore
Ministers., The majority of the Unit are in favcur of the
description of the fund set ocut at the head of this note.

Mr. Macinerney reserved his position on that description.
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QUANTIFICATION CF POSSIPLE EINAMGIAL DEMANDS BY THE CROUP
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A alecven Henlesanuicil )

11 M.P.s @ £2,500 per annum = i,e. total &£2,3C0 per

o

Senators @ £6C0 per annum - i.e. total 600 "

B. Members of Public Rodies

1 fulltime Chairman © £5,000 p.a. - i.e. total 420

60 part-time members @ £600 p.a. « i.e, total 3,000 "

. 3 ' < ~ a4 " = f .
C. sid for internees! devendants: approx. B, 000 M

D. General Exnenses

Travelling, office expenses, hall hire etc, approx._ 3,680
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Item IV -~ Press Release 23rd August, 1971,
- ¥ -2
The following draft press release is submitted.
The following statement has be nn issued today ky the
Government Information Bureau on behalf of the Taoiseach:

The Taolseach received this afternoon the representatives
of the Stormont Parliamentary Opposition Group whom he had
invited to meet him to discuss the present situation in

Northern Ireland. The deputation consisted of

The Taoiseach was accompanied at the meeting by

It was agreed that all should work towards the cbjective

of obtaining equality of treatment for everyone in Northern
Ireland irrespective of political views or religion and
without prejudice to the aspiration of the great majority

of Irish peosle to the unification of Ireland.

It was also agreed that this objective should be pursued

by non-violent political means

The Northern Group informed the Taociseach and the Ministers
present of their intenticn to establish in Dublin, in the
light of the objective and means set out above, a fund to
the community deprived
provide relief and assistance for(the victims of deprivation)
of civil and human rights in Northern Ireland. The
treasurers of the fund will ke Mr. John Hume M.P. and
Mr. Roderick C'Connor M.P, The fund will be open to

public subscription and further details of this will be

announced as scon as possible.
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The Taoiseach and the Ministers present join with the
Stormont Parliamentary Coposition Group in their appeal
to the public to contribute generously to this fund now

and on a continuing Basis until its purpcses have been

achieved.

The Taoiseach informed the Storment Parliamentary Coposition
Group that, subject to the approval of the Government and
in anticipation of early approval by Dail Eireann, a regular

contribution would be made from the Exchequer to the fund.

The Taciseach also indicated that the Govermment acknowledge
he role of the Stormont Parliamentary Cpposition Croup
as the principal representative body of the non~unionist

community.
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