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Department of the Taoiseach
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Aonad IdireRannach un an Tuaisceart
Inter-departmental Unit on the Yorth

of Treland
lreft
£ 1tia
Bresent
Mr, £,G., Ronan, Chalrmen Department of Foreign Affairs
¥Mr, D. O £041lcabhdin Department of the Taoisesch
Mr. M. Doyle Department of Finance
Mr. E. Gellagher Department of Foreign Affairs
Mr. J. Small, feecretary Department of Foreign Affairs

The Chairman drew attention to the nubliaesticn in the »nress on the
previoug day of the constitution of the Northern Trelsnd
Alternative Assambly « The Assemdbly of the Northern Irish People,
The rules of the Assembly's Executive Couneil and Membarship
Committee had also been published, He indicated that these
documents coinclded with the drafts prepared by the nit axcept

in some minor respects and clirculated texts showing the revisions,
He said that the Guildhall in Derry which was to be the meeting
plage for the launching of the Assembly on 5th Nectober had been
_refused but Strabane town hall had been chosen 235 the new venue -

on 26th October,

(a) Moy Bridge: The Chairmen said that co-operation between
Monsghan and Tyrone County Couneils for the purpose of rebullding
the cross-border bridge at Moy had reached the stage of applying
for tenders but the Northern Ireland Hinlster of cvelopment,

Mr, Pradford would not give the necessary sanction to proceed at
this time, possibly because of security considerations,

Mr. Gallagher sald that a shortage of funds might be another
reason - arising out of the massive wmalicious damages,

compensation eclaism and the eivil disobedience campaign,

© National Archives, Ireland



~ TSCHI3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

2
¢8) Propogsed Morth/South Joint Study Group
The Cheirmen cilreulated copies of 2 letter dated 4th October from
the Desartment of Industry and Commerce regarding a suggestion
that a2 Standing Jolnt Study Croup be set up to deal with areas
of possible North/South cooperation. fenior officials of the
pepartment of Industry snd Commerce 2nd the Ministry of Commerce
in Belfast hed met on two occasions, on 20th Aprll and 27th July,
as & folioweup to the Taoiseasch's repeated offers last Spring of
economic cooperstion with the North. The Horthern side had
{ndleated &t the second weeting that the ides emanating from the
first meeting, of & joint working party to explore the possibllities
of establishing industrisl joint ventuves, nerticularly in border
areas, might be of doubtful velue 2t this time because, @ue to the
uarest, there was no now foreign investwent in Worthern Ireland.
mstead, the Northern side had proposed the establishment of a
Standing Joint Study Croup comprising representatives of the two
bepartwents mentloned above and a representative of the IDA.
The Group would have the continuing role of & generzl consultative
nature snd could itsell undertske studies of subjects within the
dlreet responsibility of the two Depariments. [t could also
initiete studles of toples which would require consideration on
a wlder Lasls, and, for that purpose it was envisaged that 1%
would proceed LY settiug up Workinmg Parties which would include
offlcials of other Tepartweuts or work in consultation with other
Depariments as approprisie, ihe Lepartment of Induatry and
Sommerce had, $21d the Jhalrman, forwarded to him a draft of the

nroposals for the Slsanding Joint Study Croup for adviee,

Mr. O Sdilleabhéin said that, as vegards prineiple, the proposal
seemed %o be in line with the Tanlsesch's wishes thet North/Gouth
ecooperntion should continue at official level, Mr, loyle said
he had reservations sbout the establishment of n “tanding Joint
Study Croeup solely on 2n Industry/Commerce base, He eomld see
no objection to a Working Farty invelving the two Depariments

within their eress of competence but the proposed Htanding Joint
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“tulv Group wes a wider coacept., Mr, Gallegher szid thst hey too,
had csrtaln reservations, The nevw proposals were 2t varlance
with what v g eaviseged at the first meetlng vetween the Departments
in April; the idea of = Etanding Jolat Jtudy CGroup might be an
attempt by Kr. Brisn Fsulkner to avoid the crestion of 2n ¥conomie
Counell ef Ireland, Fr, Gallzgher 321d he would be opnosed to the
use of the term “Stending" in the title of the etudy group and
instead of heving the group report to the “Governments" they should
report Lo thelr respective “Mipnisters”, Marthermore, if it wvere
desived Lo cover asgricultural matters, ‘or instance, in the study,
then & separste Agrieultural Vorking Party should be set up,
Agrecing vith these objeestions, ¥vr, Doyle eaid we would like to see
the word “econonic” dropped bafore cooperation as thie would have
the further efieet of limiting the groups activities to matters
cowing within the terms of reference of the two lepartmeats. e
8150 felt that the reference to the implications for 2 Joint
veuture of the ressective soelal welfare codes need clarification.
Wr. Gelliagher s:id that in regard to the considerations listed for
possible joint action in the setting wp of new industries in
border arsas there wes no reference to social dasirability and he
felt that that should be added because the use of otrietly

economic criteris might disguelify border towns like ftrabsne.

It wes agreed that the reply to the letter from the NDepartment of
Industry aud commerce should list the aforementioned objections
and that the terms of the letter should be cleared in edvance
with lhe members of the Uait,

(e) Cross=Border frchivel Coogmerstion
Mr. § 801llesbhdin roferred beck to the June mesting of the Unilt

when this matter was lirst discuseed, tn thet oceasion there was
& brief discussion on the publie offer of the Worthern Trelsnd
Publie Record Office to asgsist its commterpart in ™blin in regeard
to departmentsl records. Mr, § Sd@illesbhdin ssid he wished %o

report a develovment in the mesntime which seemed to 2dd to their
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,4& peclon of excessive zesl

on the part of the Public fNesord Office in Ielfmst, He sald that
there iz in existense a husiness records committee of archivists
vhich ig doing studies on 2 county basis, The Northern side had
suggested that “snaghan be dealt with next end hed offered to
provide a full team for the studies there but sur oun Public Focord
0ffice had 2 strong preference for Meath becuase the County
Librariac there wae known to be more cooperative, The Tsoiseach's

Department had supported the Public Necord 0ffice fa Tubiin on this,

The Cheirmen Wi e circulatied ¢ further lotter from lir, Dunlop
vhose {irst letter to the !nit about the position of the minority in
the South wes brought to the Unit's attention at ils ’‘pril weeting.

¥r. Doyle informed the meeting that Mr, Clark hed been nomineted

23 the new representative of the Department of Finsnce on the Unit's
Econowic Sul-Committee, There was & brief discussion about the
comparative sectornl studies prepared for the Unit. by certein
Departments, Or. O'Doncghue had done & preliminary paper
interpreting those studies and it was agreed that he should be
aentacted to see whether he hiad fimalised his snelysis or wes In
need of additicnal iaformation from Departments, "he guestion of a
further circular might arice 1If the materlal supplled was not

sufficient or reguired clarification.

Hext meeting
The next meeting of the Unit' was arranged for Thursday, llth

November, 1971 at 10 a.m.
slreulated 1o

The Taolseach

Minister for Foreign Affeirs
and Members of the Lnit,
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