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The T4'01 •••• h has lR$t~UQte4 that tb. Gw.wnll,,!nt -. g-rGw!nge0ftCer a 

about hord." ,1hfr.tng,aroents by 8~ttl$h lQmy personnel b. conveye4 to 

t.he bttt"" 4u:thorltlet. 

1ft tbe two-y.al'pe:rl04 up to August. 1,911 about '30 lne~.:lonl, into 

the 26-countle,. had bee-a ma" byalrt,"." t,oop'. The.e. 'tAU:. 

brought to the ,attention ,of the '8.1,:lp, ,allttro:tl tie... tb.y otoUJ1l"tld 

and .repeated a .• suranc, •• 'WfJre r •• et.ecl ttla,t atringen.t , !nst~'u'etioa. 

had been issued t ,. BJI'I. tl,sh tr:oopi to avoid $'ueh iftf~in9sment$. 

OIl 29th A.U9\llt . 1,97,1 .b_ct •• In." •• liQf1 ,e$-.lted io a fatal thoo,tlng, 

within the, SI.x (:oun,t1$' aft.).!. Br'ltiah NI1t!y -p.t~ol had r.c~o$$e<I 

the bOJfder Int. ttl.' No!''th. ,It. trt.'0ft9 eompl.in-t wat: oonVl!yea, to t he 

Srltl,b atltho.litl,e, •• n thateeeasloAabout t:h.l.f,llure to eon'bol 

mov.ent __ .f thel.'" tJ'oop, in borchJr a!"eat,whlch could be p"ejuqicl~ 

to th. peace. 

'00. 20th ~tQb .... tb. TaolM.ch 1ftfOS'lD •• D'.11tl:1eiUu1 t ,bat OR th. 

plrevlou$ day' British fOl'ces WCd'. ob •• ...," 1" afll'lagpo$ltl Oft: 

insidw 'he: 26<suftti •• nea'!, CS$t1eblan,., and 'that ;1 'J)J'ote$,t had 

b •• nmade to, the B~ltl~ . fha't Infrlng'ement IPpe-ared t. be 

~onn_ted' with., i"Oa<l·e.atetit\f Op.~.a"lQn. ,~ the NOl'the;r,R s.ide 

of tit. b.r4.,. S,w.~.loth •• !nculs.1MI have alto ,Q¢¢urr_ in 

,ee.nt week. aAd th.,l, fr.q'u.ncy appear.$ to b.growtA9 ~athft thart 

racedlft,_ The raol .... ch 1 Jlfoaed· tI\. Dill Oft 27th Octob.r ,tbat 

the rtf.lmber of confin_ lneurllont ha:4 'belt 1'.lc1\_4: f01tty' and that 

.1 t hough many •• em-e<I to be .cet(t.~n'al ethel!$ appeared to be 

<htlibeJ."ate. 

Tbe tlP;pal".t co"tr.la.t 'lon between . ,oad-craterin9 operations a,ftd 

currel'lt border lneu~$l(1)n8 draws ,attention "flee 4:g&1n to the 

daft,,ei"& irw'ol'l.xi 1n t,h1, kind of opeeattonand 1ft tbe hI owing, up 

of e:ro.$ ... bol"d.1' b:rldge. whlc'h .'1'8' jointly ma.lntaln.d and 'le~lc.d 

}}y c ,ont:1guou • . county coutlc.l1:t. ~ 28tb QctobEtr a statement tS'~H •• d 

on be'half of' th. r.ol.each ' s o.patmen.t dealt with ill-. very' serio..JJf 

. ,1 tt.tattonthat ,arose wh.eA the Ilrttlt" .Army wa. p~.pa,t'in9 to 
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r e-demQl1sb one' such bridge., - at~nnllly near Clones. It was 

pointed. out in that statement that 1 t was a breach of norrnal good 

rela,tions f ,orthe ritish authoriti es to engage in t 'h<i t k1nd of 

activity; that. the whole matter of cl"stering border roads had 

shown itself to be futIle and dang.erous and might yet result in 

bodily injury 1naddlt!on to t he affron·t it causes to people on 

both sides of the border. 

I nfringements like thos Et at unnl11y and at DGoard also on 28th 

Ck:tober.cculdeasily eseal.ate lnto serious inc.ldents; they could 

also be sparked off by a third party. It Is es&entlal . th~ref.ore t 

that immediate action be taken t ,Q pr'ev$nt any further In.euir'Si.o·n$ 

andtc, avo.1daetivitle s whieh increase th~ posslbili tyof sueh 

incursions. 

The ! a oi:se ach s aId in Oail Eireann on 20th Oct,ober t hat i f t here 

we-re further ' and mar's seri,ous border ineursl,OOli by the British 

Army itm1.ght become n9'cessary to s43'1%0 the Uhi.ted Nation,s of 

the i s sue as it threat to international pe'aee. 

Department of Pgreign Af 'fairs· 

2Ub ~SQbt" .97, 
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