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AI~2/5/~D NA hEIREANN . LOKDAI!" 

IRISH EM6A5SY. LONDON. 

August 2:3rd 1971 

Dear Secreta:,-,y 

----,--. --.:,,--r-. --

"I '7 
.J..I GrOf:nrenor Place 

SWIX. 7HR 

r>';y w':Lfe and I spent part of 'the w'eek-end at ·tr:e (:olUltry 

home in Kent of IJady Kelly.. Her €:,'I1J.ests at dinner on 

Saturday night inclu.ded Mr. vlilliam Deedes t Gonserv8:i:;ive 

lVI.P. for the area o I-1r .. Deedes 1!.rns a junior llirinister in 

the previous Conservative admin:Lstration" He iB reputed 

to be an influential m0Ulber of the Ft'trty and is being 

i ncreasingly men-'Gion.ed as a likely choice for office in the 

even"!; of '3arly Ministerial changes <> Mr. Deedes takes a 

close interest in ·the North .::nd t8 a regular visitor to 

Belfast. He is an ad.rr.irer of I>1ro Faulkner and ~laims to 

have many friends in the Stormont Gov-e::elillleliii ~ in the Orange 

Order and even among the rninorityc During a long private 

conversation after dinner I ,.;ras able to talk in considerable 

detail to Mr .. Deedes about the Northern situation.. The 

first point he stressed to me is that IVlrG Heath, whom he 

regards as the makings of a:, great Pri:!:1€l Hj_n:Lst8r~ tends to 

look on "the Northern problem '1i th a lot of impatience '> 

It a..'U.::;unts tCJ Ita serious local irJ;itationt' ! i-Thieh must; be 

put down ,vi th C'~ heavy hand so tha·t the GOv6:!"nID.ent l'1E.n:'e can 

addr€.3s i tsel:f to more important current problems and the 

Common Market is Mr. Heath v s main prt~Occ'llpat:;"on at the 

moment. In that context, there is growit'.g worx-y in 

Government circles here a~)out the unfavourable publicity 

which Britain is receiving on the Continent as a re:s-v.l t of 

the Northern troubles .. 

Even at Cabinet meetings Heath ma i:c.t8.ins "a cold""indeed 

almost dicta-iJo::r.ia.t' a:ttl tude ll and he c.oes not easily Cl(; Cept 

advice :from his coll:eagu.es 0 ItJX ~ Deee es s a id it ffiay 
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surprise rne '&0 hear that Mr., r'laudl1ng is O11.e of the YC~c:{ 

:few l'4inisters who is able to exert influence over the Primo 

1-1inister. f-iaudling is na !-Uan of peace and compromise H 

and he genu_inely feels about -the IrifJh Question aIld the need 

for some progre~s towards an eventual solui.ion of it., 

Sir Alec Douglas-·Ho~e I s influence 1:.:1 tht.-. Gover:mueni; is no\'[ 

s omm.rha t minimal ~ Besically~ he nas a certain sy·mpc1.thy 

vIi th the attitude of Du.blin but he no longer COWi.ts for nm01, .. 

The expectation is that he will retire towards the end of 

the yea.:r- if a settlemen,Je on PJ.1.odesia. call l)e reached b:y- tl1.en ~ 

I'Ir. Dee6.es r assessment is chat l1e cannot COUIi1; 011 'Very much 

un.derstandi11e.: or sympathy from the other members of '~he 

Governmen.t and his overall conolusion ts that not much is 

likely in the circumstances to emerge from the Taoiseach's 

meeti:!1g in October with the Prime MiniBtero 

I broEght up the question of participatlon by the minority 

and pointed out that the Parliamentary Opposition. in the 

Ncrth will certainly not retu.rn to stormo::t on the basj.s of 

the status quoe Because of this situation and also in view 

of the :Jepar'a"tion i'Thieh now exists betw'cen thc t ilO 

communities and the likely continuanoG of violence, I said 

that my Government is convi.l'l.Ced that an immediate move i'orvia:rd 

on the political front is the only way of preventing further 

disaster . VIT'. Deedes did no"c dissen'b but showed no 

en-t;h.usi&Srl for a political step v-lh:,_ch lIiould re~rGsent an 

reUl1ification could ovma but felt: that th:Ls must be regarded. 

as a very lOllg T;la~\l off indeed Q He told IDe that I-'Ir. Heath. 

is personally convinced that vle3tmin~3ter must at ull costs 

avoid the responsibility of direct rule and. 1-lIl110 this 

reme.ins his view, he I·d.ll. 1rTant to continue maximum support 

for l\1r. Faulk.tler e 

\vithout some yersati.lity as a ))oliticic:tn~ he suffsrs froT. 
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the cOl1oiderable defect of having been at no time trust ed 
.. ~~<""'-i.. ~':'/J", ~i l:~' 

by -the minority and , in.deed, he is l1o'fl/mistru.sted by the 
rL 

majorii;yo I q~estioned ivhether r in the circu..D1st2.Tlces:r he 

"Could hav-e much hope of sf:l'scting a reconciliation betiveen 

the "tiw-o communi ties .. Mr. Deedes readily accepted that 

this is a real 'i'leakness in Mr. FauJJmer' s position but Ivent 

on to say that the backlafJh to vlhl.c;h direct rul.e could give 

rise w'ouJ.d be "too dreao.ful to cont emplate ll
• I said this 

need no""!; necessarily be so if a d~t e:t"'lTJ.ned effort iv8~-e 

made in a<.ivance to call in even the licensed arms in the 

hands of the ruaj ori ty and Lf there ;<Tere a depa.rture y for 

whioh good grou .. nds exiE:rti, from the prese'lli; one-sided policy 

on internment .. 

These are the more important points we covered in a long 

lvrr .. Deedes told Lady Kelly be:for·:. leaYill[~ 

tha-t he was glad to have had a ta.lj~ 'id th me a11d. th8,t he 

vTould repor-t fully on it to the Prime lftinister when he will 

be seeing him this week. 

Yours sincerely 
. \ 

c<J. - l--'~] v..X-Lt- ;<..-vt 

Ambassador 

H J lVIcCann Esq 
Secretary 
Department of Foreign Affairs 
Dublin 2 
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