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a9 f:r(Jm the Taolsach to the Sri t1sh 
Prime Minister 

I have receiv d your message of yesterday concerning 

your further talks with Mr. Brian Paulknet' . 

The fir t and third paragraphs of your message refer to the 

work of th . Adv1soryCommlttee on intern as and to details 

of change that the Northern Ireland Government might put 

forw rd 1n relation to the operation of Parliam nt . the 

electoral system and so on. 

W have discu sed these matters and you know my views. 

In reg rd to the latter subject it would be misleading 

if I wer to refrain from commenting on the futility 

of counting on tho Northern Ireland Government to find 

the ba e for establishing peace , justice- and progress 

in the North. To t~y to do things in this way. while 

cU.scussion with th .lect d rep:rasentatives of the non­

unionist community is barred by the existence of selective 

and politically motivated internment. i • as I have said 

to you . a futile exercise and I am disappointed that you 

should continue to think otherwise. 

Ev n since we spoke togethe;(" Mr. Faulkner has seen fit to 

repeat more than once that thG only kind or government he 

can envisage in the North is one in which partictpation 

will never be granted except to unionists. This is the 

plain moaning of what he has recently been saying. Apart 

from the issue of internment and . as I pointed out to you. 

the unsatisfactory terms of r ference of the Advisory 

Committee can it reasonably be expected that the SOU> will 

enter discu sions while Mr. Faulkner t s ~t ted terms remain 

unehallenged by you. ~ 



- - ----

1 cannot thaI' fore raga,ltd your refelr'enoes in the fiX'st 

and third paragraphs as adding to the momentum of naces -a'1:y 

political change which is now vital. 

The rest of your letter reflects th continuance of the 

policy of . aeking solutions to the problems of the NQrth 

by further military means. Violence in the North is 

a direct product of the determination of Unionism to 

govern as it pleases. The further steps envisaged tn 

relation to thG Border d1stX'act attention from the 

fundamental fact that their capacity to govern fairly 

and honestly 1s itself the ole cau~ of the breakdown 

of Northet'n soelety. No solutiQn can be found to this 

by increasing, military pressure on the dispose ssed. 

Lord Indle$ham admitted in th House of Lords rec ntly that 

ther were Ill' latively few crossings (of the Border) by 

terrorists". Violenc 1n 8·elfast and elsewhere in the North 

1s indigenous t 'G the area and receives its main support 

within the area. It i.s cUshOflest on the part of the Stormont 

Government to pretend otherwise and I re9ret that you should 

feel obllged. through the measures now proposed ., to lend your 

authority and prestige to such propaganda against a Government 

which has consistently sought to reduce tensions in the North 

and to urg.e political solutions by peaceful means. It 1s 

also dishonest on the part of Mr. John Taylor to leave 

the implication, a5 he did on Thursday, t Stormont) that · 

gellgn1tf?of southern orig1n found tn the Ho:rth necessarily 

enters the area illegally. He must know very well that 

a high proportion of commercially lmpoll'ted g&llgn!t in th~ 

North 1s supplied from here legitimately. If he were 



In'tent. as I nav9shown myself to be. Oil reducing ten&ions 

1n the North he might he expected to deal truthfully wlt.h 

such a matter~ 

! must protest against the proposal to block a large numbsit' 

Not alone aX'. 

$uch measures directed at the wrong problem., in. the Wlroog 

place , and not alone ar~ they unlikely to s.uccQed 1n thetl!' 

overt trtention but .. 1n my opinion.; they will 6ggrava·te a 

dete~.ioX'latlr\g situation. They will subvell'J the influence 

el(e.~<;lsed by. ffi$.O of nl<>,dfu:atlon~ such a$ the leade,l's 0.£ th. 

sOtP, am(mg th~ non-unionist community; they will eonvince 

even fUrther that community that there is nothing to be hoped 

for even fr·om the goodwill of the British Government ..... they 
eJ~ . 

have long ceas~d to hope for anything from Mr·. Faulkner; 
1 

public opinion her ,s will be substantially disturbed ,; people 

l i ving in the Border a~ea lJ on both sides. will resent and 

ealst the inconvenience caused t .G them; incidents. along 

the Border by way of local countering of the methods it is 

proposed to introduce will increase, proba.bly at the expense 

of innocent people as well. as Qf th. rE!'putat ion ef the 

BX'itiah Army which has had to Shoulder the unenviable burden 

of being sen to &UPpo:rt a thoroughly discredit,ed r~91me. 

This attempt now to create a physical division 1n Ireland . 

while it will please thct Unionist authorities and $.rve to 

spur furthel' demands from them for the repression of th$ 

minority behind. a ml11t,ary barrier , will also serve as 

a milestone in the already long hIstory of failures by 

British Governments to realise the nature of this isla,nd. 

Nothing could be mor~ remote from th~ present and future 

interests of thti lria,h and British pe,oples; nothing less 

ltl harmony w1th our asp1ratl0.ns to an ever closer union 

among European peoples . 



Oulri,' 'l"ec, ntm ttlftg$ . ~leh moderate opinlon iEfvarywher:G 

w~lc,omad. Qn,~ou~ ged tilGto ballev!;) tha th HstortJatl -, 

,of harmony ' Anl1:rsh re-l~tlon m1Vht 'v. ,egun to 

tak ' pr-e;ced{tne in a!' eiGll policy O¥ ,' the ~tln at 

d ', nd &f ve-;y ~U m1n,61:1ty In tbe •• , islands to 

dlctateth polities of 9rltlsb GI1'iv_nmttnt .in t!tel,!'mm 

se¢tloN! In'tc :r, sts.. the- pre:.o-e.nt :at~P$ >CQnt~mpl ~ ted: 

'eo.ntt'~dl¢t ay 9XPQe-t tloi"l$., So al&D d~5 thc.ontlnuing 

'tl'end to lee ,1 org n1 at.1on ¢:f the 't..at aot d .. thetandlfl9 

that it r-oma!ns. unde$ Wl!$tmlnst:e:r: contr~19 this Is 

a fri9hten.tng om fl to 'lb,e tsot\4\il1d.onl,Elit 4lnmunl ty with thet~ 

exp ri:ence of th S Sp~et(t.l$ . Yo:tJ:!' ~ssa9.f! f'orehado 

furthert'$ps, pH$uma.bly' 1n the me dl:r:.etlon. 

In youX' it 1 pa.~agraph you say t t , n 1m :rove nt til th. 

~ecur!ty itt-1M 1s - n@cGss(.\t'y acCe, Qnl~nt to th'e' 

pr 'r~ ~ you hope: tomak' in deve:.lcplng politIc , 1 life l 'ft 

N(1rth,Grt'A Xl:' 'latld. I ~G . no s,u:eh pJ;o9r~.fJ $1n<:0 Q'lJl!' t'e~~nt 

tlngs.. F, ulkner ' $ .attltUd • re.ffimed in 'at he 

1 Tepon €I t 've told t Dol. _ let Co~11 ~ ~ 

yest~y. ~ %\In.. d!.rCtQtly count, r to y¢'U1r G)Cp%.' $6, aIm 
1 

t& _~ovld . 1'\ actlVl • parman.nt ami· gual"l.tnteedpar\ to be 

played by ~h m1no:rlty. 

All this 1 8 gra . -<ita-a.ppolntment to: _ . I uust that 

yG wll1 ~ec n~ld~lt' yO\.Q' ~ hQl$ &ppl'o~¢h tQ th1i $ubj,fi¢t. 
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