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TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

Questions Nos. 1 to 3.

DAIL QUESTIOLS addressed to the Taciseach for
answer on Tuesday, 9th November, 1971.

QUISTION NO. 1:

To ask the Taoiseach if hehas seen newspaper accounts and
received (a) a documented repcrt from a barrister and
(b) a statement from Catholic clergy, regarding alleged torture
of prisoners in lalace Street Barracks, Belfast, and elsewhere
. in the six counties carried out under the direction of a
X fgedic Sbsm British Army officer (name suprlied) against whom similar allega-
: tions were made when he was serving in Kenya; and what action
at internaticnal level he proposes tc take in the matter.
- J. C'Connell.

QUESTION NO. 2:

To ask the Taoiseach if he is aware that British soldiers in
Northern Ireland are using violence against innocent people

when searching their houses; and what acticn he intends tc take
in the matter, - Gerry L'#strange.

QUESTION NC. 3:

rup-int To ask the Taciseach 1f his attention has been drawn to news-
im/77t paper photographs?(details supnrlied) of a man©®(name supplied)
o MJMthJM whose wife was shot dead by British troops recently; if he is
: aware that this man was brutally assaulted by British soldiers;
and what action, if any, he intends taking in the matter.
- Gerry L'Estrange.

+ Lt

REXLY:
“ith your permission, 2 Cheann Comhairle, I propcse to take
Questions Nos. 1, 2 and 3 together.

I have seen newspaper accounts and received reports
privately about allegations of torture and of inhuman and degrad-
ing treatment in Northern Ireland. ns indicated by the
Minister for Fecreign Affairs in Dail Fireann on the 21st October,
we were collecting evidence on this subject even before the
introduction cf internment. Infermation continues tc come in
and is being closely examined with a view tc considering whether
recourse may be had to the European Commissicn on Human Rights.

Note for information.

In the event of supplementaries on individual cases, James lMeehan
ebe., U/Poreign Affairs sugrest reply on the lines of "ihis 1s one more
] ' 3 (=] LT T o : :

to the general picture thngt 1ls belng createc by the
to date.’
= o Y £ ] P Aarimo F3 M~ P i T s =] « 2/ 1./ [oh s b of i T
Attgchea for information are minutes of 2/11/71 and 4/11/71 from
U/Foreign Affairs and other relevant documents,
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