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"7 Days" Interview with ilre Lynch, Tuesday,
30 Novemb:r, 1971.

7 N
Tooiseach, you have now referred complaints of the ill=

treatment of inteornecs .in the HNorth to the Commission of Human .
Rightss . what is the purpose of the exercise at this stane?

Is it to embsrrass the British Government?

By no meanse. On the contrary. You will remember when intcrnment
was introduced or rather detention as they called it then,it '
became internment much later, allegetions of illetreatment of
detenees were made frequently and we sought at that time vith the
British Government.first of all to havd the causes of these ' .
allegutions investigated and to have them eliminated to the fullest
possibl’e extents First of 211 it was denied that there wis eny
grounds for these allzgetions and subsequently the Compton Cnmmiftee
was szt up and even then we made protests, ropresentations and
suggestions about the zotting up of that Comnmittee, about the
composition of the Committee, its terms of reference, we fclt the
terms of refereice were too narrow, we felt also that the foct

that the method of cxamination of complaints was far too restricted
and would give the internee and the complainant no possible chrﬂgq;
of having his case pronerly investigated. I think that in foct
has proved to be the case, The Compton Committce limited LhuW]htL_
it wes has now established ill=-treatment, I am not golng to r. fer
to the suggestion that it was not brutality bul ill-treatmont, I
that is a matter that the Compton Committee tried to establish

but they successfully I think, I think it is well knowti sees Lot
the allcgations have boen very well founded but they haven't 4
been fully investigsated, nor could- Lhey be, 2
Now the Court of Human Rights may, I understond,take cighteen nonths
to two years and what use is that to the prese,t internces

suffering Lhere as Lhey are suffering?

Jell if they continue to suffler ca:taiily the fact that thoce

cases have now beon brought bhefore the Court of Human «l h' vill

I hope b2 a deterr»1t against any continued ill=trestment of that o
nature and insofar as these allegetions will have been estollished”
then I think it is only correct in the interests of not only these
internees but sny other parson who will be dateined in simiicr
circumstances will have at least the assurance that saomebod; i1l

look after their interests, I would .like to say too that 1t i3

obvious that the fritish Fress gonerally and the Dritish Lolou:
Party by the terms of their amendment to the motion that wus debated
lost weak and this wezk in the Housc of Commons were obsolu ely
dissatlsfied with as well as ‘I can remembar the words”the «:ilid of
extraction of inféLmttign that should not be tolereted in sny
civilised sociuty:
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Interviower:

Taoiseach:

u2—

On the timing of your complaint were you in fact expecting sone

major development fr o the debate in the House of Comnons lasth night?
Well the timing of the debate has dependad on a number of factors,
noturally we had to got the information, we.had to gel.the i
stotenents and we wantod - 'to be absolutely sure that the stateuments
suhstantizted the charqes that had been made. lie have examined these
ste tements in conjun . tion with the Compton Report, &ss well as Lhat we
wore honing all the tiie that som~thing more would be ﬁone, that some
other form of inquiry, we would have been satisfied with o widor form
of inquiry end simply that juctice should be seen to be done, w0
Unfortunstely the limited scope and personnel of the Compton Inguiry
didn't in our opinion enable justice to be seen to be done. All

the

w“

e factors and of course as you said,we were hoping that there would

be some worthwhile political initictive from the British Government,
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