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26th November 1911 

The followlngstatement. bas been lssued by the, Government 
infonnatton DUJ'ea~ ,on behalf of tne Tcu.,lseacn. 

Asked 't ,. cOIIDent on Mr. Wil&o'I;l'& statement 1n 

the debate "n Northern Ireland 'which opened at W •• tmlnsteJ' 

ye,'terday. ttele l'aolseacn sald that Mr. WllseR"s contrlbut1$l\ 

had been .)ftramaly InteJ> •• tln, andsigJ\ltlcant . HS.. 

recognition that tneproper 90a1 of Britten ,p&llcyshou3.cl 

be to seek the unity of Ireland is the ftrstc)'cc asion Oft 

which the Leader of one of the two majo'Jr political parties 

in a.-ltain has publicly as •• rted this . 

fhe Tao!soach Gould n,ot .. however" endorse that part 

of Mr. Wils'on·s l :p •• C,h, where he suggests Irishmembe:rsnip 

of tn. COllllllc!)Dwealth. Tn1$ step' wouldberuRnlng against 

the c.ur&'e of his,tory. Britain herself has begun to 

turn away f:roll the Commo,nwe.a,lth t owal'els BWl'ope and lx-elan' 

is al$omo,v'lng toward. <:10 •• " un.ion of the Iiul"opean 

l ,n this ,¢()nt.xt J'atner tlul'n t. reveJt; to .a c"oncept from 

which both Brit.ain and l%'~tland nay. m.ved In varytR~ aegre •• 

lfJheA ,lrlsb \laity haa be'en achlev,ed the futlU'e :relat i 'onshtp 

of Ireland wlth other; eowntries is a mattet' to be d.clded 

by the I r i&h , 'eople 0.$ a whole .. 

It Is cCJmmon gJ,'ound that the unity of Ireland mus' 

take a form which is satl&factoJ'Y to, the le'Bltl'lnate 

demands of theI:.rlsh people as a whole. There are many 

ways in which this tan be dcme,the laolseacn has commented 

Oft $\lcnmatters on a number ()f 'oce,asiof\s . rhey can be 

d!s¢ussed and r-esolved 1n c.onference a.ong the interested 

parties . They can and should be resolved within a fram ... 

work whioh do'el not include a. fOX1'ftallzatlCl>R of the Anglo-

I r ieh relationship. Much. of the un.happy history between 

11'~laAd and Britain ha s ... sU'lted precisely f,om li'n atteQ.lpt 

to formalize a rel ationship whlchthe experience of the 
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PiUit '5& yee.-Ias between tbl$countl'Y and$J;'it"lr. ha.­

shown to be \llUI&e .•••. ary. 

the .. e at., many othe;r f • . atu.:r.sQfMr. Wlls'on', 'p •• oh 

which a •• prQtr".s!". and: us .• ful and whIch ~eq\dr. and 

wl11l'eeelve serlous e.aminatlon her.e . 
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