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The meeting started in the Prime Ninister's Office in the House of
Commone around 3,30 p.m. and lasted approximately twenty-five minutes,
The Prime Minieter had with him his Prineipal Private Secretary,

Hr. Robert Armstrong, snd the Teoisench wes accompanied by the

Apbassador,

At the outset, the Taciseach said he wee anxious that the Prime
Hinister and he should continue to iaep talking sbout the Horthem
situation, Because of the effecte of internment, Dublin is losing
influence over the situation and some of the developments in the
Horth such as the cratering of roads have proved to be counter-
productive.

By, Heath said he realised that the cratering of roads must have
cauged inconvenlence to residente slong the Border and went on to

- epay that, given the cirecumstances of the situstion, Westminster and
ftormont will have to see to it that security along the Border is
made more effective still, The Taoiseach observed that he could
understand the British Forces coming as far as the indeterminate
Border but it was regretteble and dangerous thet there should be
gome inecidents of firing into the territory of the Republic. He
wag sorry to hear the Prime Hinister say that it will be necessary
to intensify security asction on the Horthern side.

Mp, leath then said that some of those engaged in violence in the
Horth are finding refuge in the fouth and he wondered whether there
was any possibility of extraditing someof these people. The
Taoisesch replied thet whatever about one's attitude to extradition
it was a matter for the Courts. Even if an extredition order was
backed, the subject of it would straightawsy seek an order of
habess corpus which under the terms of our sgreement and most

other such agreements would be grented.
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ihe Jsciseagh continued by stressing that the influence of
the Dublin Government om the FHorthern situation is waning,
He mentioned the pressure $o which he had beun subjected,
following publication of the Compton Report and the receipt
of other imformation, to seek recourse to the Commission on
Human Rights in Strasbourg. Mr Heath's only comment om
this was "you resisted as long es you could.”

Ibe Tsoiseach them stressed the great need for an urgent
initistive in the political field and he asked Mr Heuth if
there ies to be any such initiative immedistely. Mr Heath
replied that talks are to take place with the different
political parties here and it will be necessary to see how
far 1t will be possible to go in these talks, He described
the recent Debate in the House of Commons =s "not bad®,
¥hile he praised Mr vilson's initiative, he said it could
hardly be regarded as a blus print., Certain perts of the
¥ilson proposal would not be scoeptable to Dublin, The
important thing is to get the talke umder way as quickly as
possible.

kx Heath continued by saying that the attitude being tuken
by some orgems of the Presa in this country is not helpful
and here he instanced the attitude of the Telegraph. It
is, he said, unfortunate that every mention of any initiative
seems to bring o fresh ocutbreck of viclence, If the IRA
explode every time there is a mention of constructive talks,
this is certainly not helpful. igain, he stressed that the
important thing is to get the talks going ae quickly as
possible.

Ihe Iaciseach wsked Mr Heath how soom he saw the inter-
party talks getting under way., The Taoiseach went on to
remark that vhen one enters the inter-party sphere there zre
limitations. He himself bas been moving in the direction
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of inter-party consultations at home as & helpful parallel to
what would be happenimg here. While inter-party talks may
lead to helpful results, the great diffioulty in the present
situation is that these talks mey overlook the pressing need
for some urgent solution of the problem.

Er Heagh said that he did not see emything substantial
bappening before Christmes. Indeed, he doubted whether the
inter-party talks would effectively get under way before them.
The Teolseach mentioned that he had suggested some essing
of security before Chrigtmas and some withdrawal of troops
from the problem areas., He thought that a psychologieal
move of this nature at this time might be of some help. He
vent on to refer to Mr ¥Wilson's proposal im relation to re-
unification and added that, if the British people could be
encouraged to think that reunification is the oaly ultimate
golution and if this idea could be more positively supported
by the British Government, then the Unionists in the North
might tend to fall into line. If the grip of the Unioniste
could be loosened, then the Dublin Govermment might find it
casier to move in their direction.

Bz Eesth seid that he had dealt with the question of re-
unificstion in his Guildhall speech. He had made clear on
that occneion that reunification is e rightful aspiretion
to hold., He was, however, not prepared to tell others what
they ought to want., ‘here Ireland is unreanlistic is in
thinking that one million Unionists want 2 united Ireland,
The Taoiseach observed that there seemed to be some
indications that evem Mr Paisley is prepared to think in
terms of a United Ireland and My Heath's comment on this was
*you know my views on Paisley”.
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ihe lacipeagh again urged the meed for a very early break-
through. Ne stressed that, unless there is a move in this
direction, the situation in the North will go from bad to
worge. ir Heath sald he fully appreciated the seriousnsns
of the situation and he was as anxious as the Taolseach to
find an early way out of the precent impasse. It was, he
said, important that talke between them should continue,

This concluded the discussion on the Horth. There was a
brief referemce to the signing of the 510 membership
egrecments and Mr Heath indicated that the signing would not
now take place befors early Junumary.

e Tapgisgagh hed 2 ten minute meoting subsequently with
Mr ¥Wilgon in the courze of which much the same ground wae

covered. Mr Vilson agsured the Taoiseach thet he is fully
conscious of the urgency attaching to the Northern problem
and seild thet he iz determined to do everything possible

tc make headway et the earlisst possible date with the intere
party talks. Thore ocould, im Mr Wilson's view, be mo
question of allowing these talks to go on for several months
wvithout some positive outeome.

December Tth 1971
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