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17 Grosvenor Place
8Vl

Jamary 14th 1971
Dear Secretary

As I told you on the telephone, an invitation from Lord
O'Neill of the Maine to dine with him at his club awaited
me on my return to the office on Twesday. We had dimmer
alone together last evening, in the course of which we had
a frank and very friendly talk om a variety of matters
but especially on the Northern situation.

At the ocuteet, he talked at some length sbout his meetings
with Mr, Lemass and his later meetings with the Taciseach.
He recalled a mumber of quite amusing incidents relating
to the arrangements for these contacts. Looking back now
on these meetings and on the effortes at reform which he
nade in his time, he regards it as someghat of a miracle
that he survived so long as Premier. The succession of
conespirasies to unseat him really started from the time
of his first meeting with Mr. Lemass., His efforts to
promote improved relations with us inveolved him in a lot
of trouble but, even if he could have foreseen all the
diffioulties ahead, this would not have deterred him from
the action he had taken.

The people in the North generally are a d4ifficult lot,and
we in the South have really not made any serious effoxt to
got to know them and to increase their trust in us. Ve
should be doing far more to "cultivate and show favour to
our NHorthern neighbours” because there exliets, even among
the most moderate Protestants, quite a deep-rocted prejudice
towards us. These reservations about wus are not confined
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to the Protestants alone.and it might surprise me to know
that a sizeable number of the moderate Catholies in the
North have no desire to Join with us. During his term as
Prime linister he had been told on many occasions by
Catholies in the North that.if they were given the same
treatment as the Protestants there, they would want the
NHorth to remain part of the United Kingdom. Against this
background ,"an immense and sustained effort" on our part

at reconciliation is called for if unification in some fomm
is to be brought about one day. The change of heart towards
us needed in the North is a good deal greater than we seem
to realise. It is true that the Common Market will remove
nost of the economic and social-service differences but
these are very much the lesser part of the task ahead.

Ministers and members of the Opposition here had often

talked to him about the possibility of our re-entry into

‘the Commonwealth as part of an eventual unification settlement.
He had alwayes held the view that such a step by us was
entirely out of the guestion. He went on to say that he
believes this to be an even less likely possibility now as

the significance of the Commonweslth is bound to diminish

with enlargement of the EEC.

Lord 0'Neill expressed himself as very pessimistic about o
developments in the North this year. Some prominent

people, like Cardinal Conway, see the situation as improving.
Regrettably, he does not share their view. The Extremists

on both sides will see to it that "the pot is kept on the
boil". On top of this, the MacRory Report could well give
rige to political difficulties. IHis information from
reliable sources is that influential elements among the

Unionists will do everything possible to ensure that what
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comea out in legislation is nothing more than a pale shadow
of the Report's recommemdations. There gould be a
Government orisis in the coming montls,resulting in the domn~
fall of Major Chichsster~Clark. All soris of inirigne
related to¢ the Beport is building up h:hin& the scenes.
Panllner is poised to take over. He ls not a man of any
prinsiple and could be expected to swing very muek to the
Right. I asked Lord 0'Neill if, in the event of l’mlknlr'l
a&vmttopom.hnamldmﬁmigmiwﬂatﬁintm Gabinet,
His reply was that he would bet all he has that this will not

It wag obvioms frem Lord O'Heill's remarks

curicusly enough, he has a soft spei for
Craig,with whom he remaina on friendly terms.

Lord O0'Heill was very critiocal of ths Labouy Govermment for the
way in which they forced reform on the North. He himaelf
would not have accepied James Callaghan's dietatorial line
that "either you do these things or we take you over®.

While he personally favours all the reforms, it i3 well te
bear in mind that strong resistance to them has been
engandered among the majority, even amomg Moderates in the
majority, because of the way in which they were forged on
the Govermmenmt. During a talk recently with John Hume, Loxrd
 0'Neill enguired if he was happy with the way the reforms

. were going.and he was greatly surprised at the reactionm he

| veesived. It was "thay are not like the reforms you

. introduced begause there is no goodwill behind them”".

He spoke about his relations with some of the people at
Vestminster during his term as Prime Miniater. He got on
very well with My, Wilson,whe, he said, is far better than
his publie imags. George Browz has besn a elose friend for
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years. iHe did not have a lot of contact with James
Callaghen but what he saw of him he did not partioularly
like. He greatly aduives Mr. Heath ss a politician and
belleves that he will be an outstanding success as Prime
Yindister. Zven though they have met many times, he still
does not find him an easy conversaiionalist.

Lord O'Heill strongly holds that the different Churohes in

the North could do far more to counter bigotry and promote

harnony. He geve the highest praise to the Reverend Irie

Gallagher of Belfast for the great work he is doing in this
direction. Bishop Philbin has, he sald, scted magnificantly
in recent times but he could have dome a lot more earller

on. Lord O'Neill professed to have a warm friendship for

the Cardinal bt he sdded, with apologies, that "he is

tco weak, too cautious and perhaps a little devious”,

Lord O'Neill sadd that he hopes ons day to be able to ecall
on the President. Ir. Alken had mentiomed to him in
Strashourg receatly that he would like to tzke him $o Arus
An Usghtorein., Unfortunately, the presemt is hardly the
time for him to make such a visit. Apart from the faoct
that it would inflame a lot of people in the Horth, there
is the further import:nt consideration that he no longer has
police protection at his home.

Lord 0'Heill repeatedly spole with great warmth of the
Taclseach and asked me to convey best wishes te him. The
two of them had, he said, got on 2o well together from the
nonent of their first meeting.

The foregoing im an account of the main matters which came
up during our talk which lasted 3} hours. I told him that
I would very much 1ike to have him at the lmbassy for a
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meal in the fairly near future. He sald he would be
delighted to come snd to dbring his wife. IHe asked if
I would give him reasoneble advance notice se that he
could suggest a date when his wife would bBe on one of
her periodie visits to London,

Yours sincerely

Anbassador

H J MeCamn Esq

Secret

Department of External Affairs
Dublin 2
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