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Cal l ooDt'. Hillery. M'lnlst,e~ f rott E~kI!Da1Affalrs. by 
~ %' •. Jame$ Callagha,n. ;~.P. ~th: ,e~aX'Y. 1971. 

'c i .s t '-q . -r 2 .. . , 

The c~nvQrsat1M began at It.a.; aM ,cofttlnund 1,lintl1 noon, • . 
Mr ,. ~amon~ G~ll l\lqluu't Department 'Of fxt •• nal Aff.alrs was a1$0 
pressn.t. ' 

MJ!'. Call ,aghan Op.~ ttl. 4on._.,~ti ,on by asking 'the Minister's 
vl~ nn:the c'aUs. of t itle pr~$:.,ftttrwble9. Dr. Hillery s~ld 
thatt1\e basie caUse ws1J tM 1920 "$&lut100"'. . lncktedtondon 
,could not pl'ovlde a :I:olutl()ft. The C'~t'rent situatlCIt derlv$. 
fr<lm <l:tmy r ,aidlngwhleh .9g~aviilte:$ the <Al$sati&tacttons \vhleh 
ttte minQrity have $uff'Erl'ed fo~ $0 lortg.. . Th-e arl t.i~b Army 
vIaS' br'tluqbt into the situat i~ on l nA\:l,gust 1969 \tj,hen t he then 
fore$s of 13w andordeJ.l \vereattaeklng the ndnoxlt,.. Now 
the' A-rtrJy It,silf 1s en'9:a9~d with t be minO'rltT~ 

Mt'. Callaghan enqtllr,EXi as t,o hOtv the Min! st'Q1" would handle the 
nrese:nt trQuble,s, Ifh4twere ?<' ajQr Ch:icb:tt$t.~la1:k* The Minister 
r~pl1 ,edthlilt tb.'. ' que5t1.0n P~'~s~ th.at tbe . filO7:' .. ·· the:tn . St ai'Ejwaa a 
vtabl. one. In faC·t It was 'Mot. It had b~en erceated and 
fMll.n:ta-l:rltd bV 'f0%'C'" and was stil! belA9 f!'u.intaln~d by fore • • 

ttl". Call aghan ,enquiired vmeth.-r Wi! would nttt n.av. tl) use force 
it 1fJ(}found a final $olu.tl ort aati$faetQ:tY to OU'l' poInt, of vt~w:. 
)r .... Hl11&1"Y :replied., that ,we had 'rt() dS$oire' wnatevec:r to !'\'!cl"eate 
th~ ait,uat1('fnf the N01:th :in ' :$vene.. CUrr palte'v was unlflt at10n 
by p~a~&ful me.:lfls,. . Mr,. Callaghan :rema!rked! tt4 dt h~ ~",as ~far~ t:ht 
thts was our o·tficial 'opi.nt(}nand or. H!11e:rysa1d that 1\ was, 
,a1$.0 his per~nal opln.f.<m.. Mr. e'alla~b,ansaldthat. ,of cOtlr'$'. " 
h1$ \?~PJ!e$s1an Will$ not ,meant to. SU9ge$;t anytbt~ ah~(b 

He ~nqui:red,. ne-v-..theless" \m.the~ \$ w&uld net find our's~lve$ 
replacing one unnat'ural $1 t.uatlon wtt,b, an:other~ 

/i.t th!$ sta<;le the!'e Vla,$ a "hOJ't .1nte~t"u.ptl<)a? 

Dr. tf111~:ty nOltt took up Mr ' • . Calla9hant$(fuestlon and ,sa!" that 
our t>oliey had an lrtt.eTfla1. logic. ~$\'t&11 .8 . lit Iftf\gthy his\tory. 
Mr ,. de Val&1.'8 kad saId that a &elutiM W(ltJld be found!. '! .• 1n 
r.>rlnc'tpl,ef ttte S~ltl$h1l9l'eedto loav'etl.'~land and allow th. 
Irl$,h. t 'Gsolve tn. pr,l)blem,. This Is, sttl1 OUr view. tie believe 
that. wh~"a$ nothing f:an be don. to per$uaQ the Shankl11 'ROad., 
ther.ls '13 bedy of mederate' Unlortt$t~~ ~ini oo ,..tfich we ar~tr,itlg 
tcreaeh and to reassure. 

Mr. Callaghan eomm~nted that the Taot,ed'b has saldand done all 
th,e ,ratf ~nal thlft9s that he could h'1 a-nd do eftd h. w.al'mly commended 
thi'$. 

l' . C,all .aghan then wentonto, .n,etheJ! subjec=t. He f114sanxlou$ 
to ,contrlbut9 to . the eventlJslunltltatiso ·.f I:r~land.. H-.thcught 
tha.t ttl. Social DetYlOCl"atie .andL,abour Pa!'ty eoald not win Protestant 
$U lport and 'wa$fieVer 1 tkely t ,O.flCC:..a. The only political 
party in tbe 'North Wh1~h had ¢oh:ete-~ .~$ the Unionl'&t Pa:rty; 
a_II ~posttion Parties have :b91lm: ~eJW~als w1thoutfol1'OW'e~$ •. each 
m~n a power ~tn hl$ own loeal itYb~t ,,' ~1 . 3 9l'oup.pow~r. l ,ase., He' 
wlsh~ to give the p'ef?ple of th. NOl."tbtheopportllnity &f aft 
alternative GO'1ermnent. He eon:s1der'ed that tbe Unioni 6\s had 
atbievad their maxi:mum post tlon andW01"'e flGW on tb~, 'waI' down. 
He c~rteelved tttatan alte'1'ftatlv.par'tywlth a rea&<mab '. --ehance 
of ,a'c:hlevi,ng _GOV . . ~.- .mt would hav,. t.$ he. 9 .. 1n by attra'C. tint) Prot e.·.stant 
suppozt without · _oon!s1ng Catholic 'oplnl~n. l'h~ WiUl prepar" 
t 'o 'Put funds at th~dl$PQ$al 0:1 an alt.rnatlve party and to aid 
it !neve~yway. 

j , • • 
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Or. Hlllery said that t!lt .. N'ILP aeeepted ,the basic Unlonlst posttioo 
on un1ty~ If t~ p.ut up 52Ca'rt91da.te's ... , tor, s tc!'m.,ort"t .it would lose 
50 depotdts,. " was. 1n nO p OSlti on to f1nd ,8 solution. 

M-r. ca .1aghan said that the pl'(), nt situ:at iot't In the Noyth waS 
an a.f1!ont to human dlgn.1 tV. 

Dr . Hll1,ery said that. never theles$. what Mr . Callaqhan $-u9gested 
ameunted to a ~tep backward$, eVllfl if alllEtd to the, intention ,of 
making .ventu 1 a q;r~ater $.te:p forward .. ttr~eul~l" pOUr nd.eux:s~ter I " 

M:r • . C'allagban .aldthat his . idea W'(l& to bl'oad~n the baS:8of the 
NIL~,.. Me would wish to bring l :ft fiJQI"thtfn Industlttallsts ,M 
tr-ade un! 00$ and to 91\/-. ' financIal and.othe'r a id to the party .. 
all as part 'Or .tag_ 1. Itl' ., $ect.onc.t stage he would wish to, 
brin9 In peopl& lit. Gerry Pitt. Me was not. asking anyor.e to 
Guport the exlstlng NtLP. Ml$ view VJ&$ that the SOLI?' could 
n~t win Prot~stant work1ng-ela$ssuppori. 

Dr. Hllle~y- common,ted that · r. Callaghan seemed ele'ar -tn hi. 
purpose Qf breaking the Unionist heg_on'Y' and that his final 
objective \'13 $ to arrlveat tbe unity of I 'r-eland" 

.~T. Callaghan Gatd tbat be VJOUld 'NJYyeS to' unity wh-enthe Irish 
peep! •• %'e 'ready' 101' it. 

or. Htlle y then mad'. $everal $\Jgg9stitms t ,o ,Mr. Callaghan 1n 
regard to what might be- ,aid by hlm to- the Press 1n the light of 
the fOJ'theomlng Flan04 'all . d Phe!. and the elements who 
dl&atpeewltbth. Tao-i.each·$ 'r;;Jfteral pol!/ty and would take 
.a;dvantage of any remark whIch eould b. u$'ed against the TaOi$-eaeh. 

Mr.- Callaghan $;aid th.at h$ would 'Sar tbat in his dts,t,us&i ons., 
'with the Minister for 'l!)('terna;l Aff~ 1'$. the Mlnlst~r ,ha4; :t'epeated. 
almo$t verbat. \lynat the Taoiseach had eaid 1n his speeches last 
year. He WQuld add his p~JHHmal Vl<~~f til t much wo:rk must he do .. 
1n the Jorth and'" w¢uld also say that h~ fully Lmderstood th. 
Irlsh Government"s posit on. 

!be Sinister ,a&ked Mr. Gallagher to dl~eu$s- tn greater detail 
the curr~nt , diffieul ties in , elf'as-t.. Mr . Gallagher' sU9g~sted 
the: necess! tV' for ~e .... ex,am!nin9 tile ta<=_t1cs of the Dr! tls,h ArmY 
itlthe p're$~nt sltu ,tlo:n. ' ~ollQwfn9 , the r eveal atiol'\ in Oecemb~r 
about new ri f le club s formed by. assbel Jt ons of elC'-B Spee, lals. 
which. le9Gll$ed guns 1n one p_t. of the No-rthern community. it 
waa asking too much o't the pati0nee of' tbc$ min'ority to expect 
them to acq~i.st:. tn arms s a!:ches for' the ~'c:a,sl oneill illegal 
gun in C'athol1c areas. There Wa $ nOo instance of theseg ns 
havinq been us-ed to start trOtJ le etth~: with the Army or wi th 
Protestant areas.. Th. security authorities eO!Jld afford to 
be more 'telaKed about ttl t situation ,and to leave ~Hell enouqb 
alone-,. 

Mr. Callaghan e.' ressed intEtTest, In this. t hougbt bu t said that., 
ala former 5ee;reta'.ty of s ta't'O "'or H3119 Affairs, he could not 
end'l)1'se the not! on C)f tlleqal gune being le,ft untouched ... ----
Mr" GallagheX" put lt to hi.m '219a1n that the~e should b~ no question 
of leqally rearming the- majority eltbe'J' 'in present circllmstances 
and Mr . Callaghan did not d~Ul' from thls. 

1h& M1nl$teX' warned agaiflst the Use Qf the rit1sh Mmy 1n a 
B 5p,.c1a1 :tole.. T is was how the At1'Jlf was e:OOling t 'o b~ seen by 
tho min01'ity. Me «mphaslsed that he was not 1n any wilyat t ackihg 
Sriti'Sh s ol diers as such .. '"ttat he want ·d to emphasis:e 1s that 
taceticsare extremely tmpo.rt.ant and app~al:" to 'have gone wl'ong •. 
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Mr . Gall a her add~ th t a further d:$t-e::rioxat i on in 'th~ politie.a! 
gi t ua t 10n ad ooeur red i n t h.e . oJ::th because of th ~ . tcIlence of 
Mr. Fa'.11kne:r's at 'ta¢k in sto:tmont 'cwo W~tHS aao I n :t ~ sp ()ntli $ t .Q 
Mr . O..lrr5.o ' $ Sllg es t ion th t mul tl"'se-at pl'OPOl!tl oila.l repl' l!$;\~nt ati.on 
should btl' i ntroduced in l ocal i overl1ment .. ~ . Mr . Fa lkn~r had 
choeen to de$cribe th~ C "p e~ itlotl a'S. in~~~lhl e in t he i l" de:tnands -
on ' demand l~adln!J t Q another . The f att i s . sai d M.r,. '--a l lolgher ':, 
that t he sugl1€s t l n of int rQdu-c t ng P·B. h a'S b~n on t he Ca cis for 
we l l QV·e.t' a YCt :r and it Was qlJ i t$ . l'ong t o descr i be i 'e-,. lt Q$ 

a F)·ew demat\d Or an Ufil'easonable o:rle··. 'The Opp(\si t1cn t ook t he 
v!~w th .t (julkne)t'& attack s:1qn,al l ed that t he Unionists \V~r. 
pl"epared t o concede demands hiell i n t~ct wet'. entoreedoTi t hem 
by We$ttninete~ and the n t o de$ti;~il>e anyt:hlngel se as ,nrlnot.,.ity 
i ntr'Qns i gem~e • 

M,:r __ Callaghan said ttl'at he was e onv ln¢ed t hat t h Gre was a. f' ar 
9 1':9 a t . l'· ,change i n !Jnionlam than thi$. &U9g$sted" ajo'r C lcheste:r .... 
Cl ark 1s it simple fI1uar & o.fflcn \mo wil l do h1s duty i n the best 
way ne c an. I f h. can m,aint aln eont .rol of the Unionist . arty 
ap~ a.r ,atus he wi l l do much ln01'e,. 

Dr . Htll~xy 's ai d th t he had much l es s f a1th in pe opl e I t k. 
C1"a19 and F,aulkn~:r. Mlf. Callaghan $h~d no 1'0g8Xd fO'% 
M~ . Cl'aig e .1 the't-. 

'M r . Galla9h~r t hen suqaested t hat flO %'et orm$ had btt~nmad'eother 
than t hose 1m osed; t here a$ no a..J..,. ~ by the Unioni s t Party", 

';r . Callaqllan asked lor an ex~mpl(J and "was referr~d t o' 'the t act 
th .· t t er-~' 1$ ,8, r~qulrement t 1 ther ~;tatutoty or .regulatory 
( ~le are lnvest1;atlng' th't$ Co' rrent l y ) t . at t he nion Jack :(1 

flown 00 al l publle buil dlrtq.$ In the t~ ~J:th <m E·3ster; Sunday. 
Thi s had prQvoked a :c:i)t i n etry' la;&<t _a$t~T Sunday and would 
do th(~ Selt"1lQ next Eas t e!' c<und y.. h t .. -C.allag. an re:pll~d th t 
after all . t he l or t h 'IN S , art of t he· ! rti ted I. i ngd om. .. r . Hillery 
s i d that th \t i' or th 1S a div ' .. eta ,communi ty a: t~ a't the ~ ln ion J ac k 
1s; a pr ovocat ion on cert in il YS i n cer t ain ,11'e a S a:rd t h a I.. 
ensi tlv i tv on t h is. $Jb j ect sho.uld b~ .ex~rci.sed ;catha r than 

lett in<j t he &{ tu .. t i on run to. xio'ts . r.iI .. Cal aghan agai n did 
r at demur .. 

: 1:' . Cal laghan enquired vth th~:r tie had any i deas about axt~nd in9 
coopet at ion ~i th 'Che j- orth. "rhe ~ i nl sier s aid that we had 
mad$ $OOle sugq s,t ions -e . 9'. tr ansbor 'l~l' r ogl ona.l develof?iDI.ll,nt ar.a&. 
al1"'Ir~l and t o'Jrl st developm~nt , aO I.ll;eon omic c ouncil of !l"914M 
p~:rh.aps as ~d on tW.l t lJal p r o lerns c.onnect t'd with the ! t.oC ate . but 
we had r ca i ved no fay ou:r abl ~ :reaction ei.th er f r om t he "or th 
or i n t ondon as yet.., Mr . alla.ghan sa id that he- was i nter ested 
i n these thi ngs andaskfd tt1& M ni s te-l" i f he. Vloul d agr ee t o h i s 
b&i n9' b l e '"ed oecas.i onal l y n s\Jch $Ub j 0¢ s by Mr . Gal l aghen 
on his v,. sits to Lood.·on _ 

Th~ conver s ati on ende:d: in s ame friendly .. J' . • n 99 between t he 
Ini$t~r and .. r . Ca l laghan o.n ol..\r genel'al -pol icy •. 

As t he maet ng. h d r na bit l ate t he intster ~alled the 
Taolseaeh to e-xp l a i n t his and to su.ggest t o the Taoi s-ea,eh that 
he' draw .. Cal l aghan's att nti on to t ~ st at ement by t he SDLP 
on event ual X' .I rtf ic ntlon and enq'Jir& I,·.ihether I~ r. . Ca l laghan 
CQul d not endorse t hi ·s. Tho stat ement 1$ we)J'dod as f01 OW$ 
in t he polit ical programme ·of' the ;:;OLP -

"To promote coope~ation, friendship and unders tanding be t ween 
North and South w1th the view to the eventual reunification of 
Ireland through the consent of the majority of the pe ople in the 
Nor th and i n the South ". 
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