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AprU 26th 1971 

D~a.r Secretary 

\ve had LoN and Lady 0 tN~il1 for lunoh ye8t~~. You ",111 

:t:t'Qca,11 that wben, I had. d1MSfl," with him in J,~ Iment1oned. 

:til; possi ble v181t to th~bass:Y' and he eslt~d 11 IC();'\lld 

arrattef.J it at a t."ime wh~nhis wir~ yms in LondCiA. We had hoped 

to have them tor: d.illll'W1'" instead of lune-It but a.n evening 

ene~0ment 'lIQ\1ld have b<ten 1nconrveni&nt "for 1~1 O,tNe-illl who 10 

'st~1ng with ~rmf)thel'" in the- O<)ilA~1. 

I tr1$d. to ,gErttbe )~q:ues$ of Hamllton and b1s '\<11fe bu.:t 

\Ulfort\lnate-l1 fiG) is on a businGSs ~1ai 15 to the North at p1"eaent. 

Ara you ~w he was, fcn."nlCl-.'ly the: l1>estm1nstor r;l . p • for' Fe!"ma~ 

and he La Vtn"lf vJ'~ll dt$posed to us,. '~$: othe::t' gv~es:ts 'Were 

Sir Gilb~rt La.it~it$. Lady Kelly ana 14r. ana. Mlrs. Sheeb7,. 
13Drd Pailte. 

fIw' lunCh was an tantirGly info~al ~.nd ~ ()Q~al,()n at'ld the 

0' tie!.11a t'1aX'$ cu.r1ous!;V enough th& :ta.st to leave. I 11.~8 

~t"le to have a. l}l'l$f private chat with I;()rd O· l~eill About the, 
\ -

\ ':$1 t uatiOcn in the !iorth. Re was far l(l'sa ~t'rained in bi.s 

'\ eOlMul~nt$().n Feu1kner than when, lie last me.t. Fau.1kner ., he sa1fl, 
I 

i 1s $0 devioU$ that 1t wlJ:..l b~di£fleult it>)!' him wavo1.4 

ital11q :foUl of his. Qtm Party Md. Q,'!tho Oppoa1 t1&.n. lie bas 

tn:$;deone sari-oua blunder alv4!ladl' tnh!$ fMlure 1n the earl1 

days of oU1ee to oon a.ll ~d~$ f'ot' the pra.ent v:ear. He 

could ba"f'e gQtfl~ 'With 1 t then but can do aoti'dl:l8' at th1s 

.etagesSQ "ban now would e.ftect ~ o~!~ parad,e$. 

:It. SE'ir:1~u8 4spee't of If'a'\llkner's a4~_ to pgve-r Ls that 1t 

bas· .,ivell exveme el.dente ~$ WEll1 e:6 hitherto not -SO-extr(£D,& 
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el'ements on theProteatants1de a. false oonfidenoe .. 

Lord Ot l'feil.l expressed h1mself as very diflturbed by 

evidonce he is reoeivingofgrotrlng anxi.ety .among these 

elements to ha:ve a go a t the minority. Some of them 

\rould at this stage like nothing better t han to sea the 

.Army ln thdmWJv $0 tha.t thay could take, the la.~1 into their 

own hands . lie has no doubt that there ~lill be a lot of 

serious troub~e in t e months ahead . 

Ulster '71 should :ve been cancelled.) even though this 

t10uld have meant a. l oss of f a ce for Storroont. T'here 

10 every posaib11i tY' of serious inCidents and ~hQ'W 

the t1'hQle thiD€' .Till bG a f lop,., He told me that 

Lady O "1~e111 is on a local committee: l<lhich has been 

t ryi' to get ~omen t o g::ro-ups i'rOjll thia country to Belfast 

f ol'" Ulster ' 71. They are all sugge-a ting the postponement 

o.f their vi.JSi. tuntil times ale mot"~ peaceful . 

Lord O' Neill bra ht up the question o,fJs;mes C J.laghan's 

visitsto Ireland and was severelY critical of Call ag'hanta 

moVe to establish a l~egionalbra.nch o.f the; Dri tish 

Labour Party in the Uor th. I told Lord O' l.Jei ll quite 

honestly l'1hat our a ttitude on this move :tsand that our 

viall had been made known not only to C ll.aghnn himsolf' 

but, also to the leader 0'£ his Party . He sai d be lias 

gJ.ad to hear this ., Ac cording to l <ord O' Neill,. Callaghan' s 

move in relation to the l~orth is nothing mOJ."e than part of 

an ove;r- aJ.l effort to ingra tia te hims el.f in Labo~ Cil',oloE! 

wi th a view to securing the leadership,. Lord 0 '. Neill. 

I concludeu by sayi tha t Callaghan had let him dc.nm more 
\ I than once and added" r know f'X'om sad experience. 

I he is a man to be de ply dj.strusted l1
• 

Ibrd O*l'{eill said he ~Tished t·!;t"", Faulkner woll and hoped 

he could bring peaco to the area but on this he is 
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extremely doubtM. If Fa.ulkner fal1sdlreot l"Ule 
! 

f !'romWestmi natal' is the next 0 bvioua :step and 1 t wolUd 
I 
l.not surprise 'h1mto find that this may not be too far 
I 
I off. 

Lord O'Neill w111 beattend::tng aCouneil (i):f' Eur()pe 

meeting :in Paris in the fairly near future and he told 

me how bappyhewas to accept anil'lvitation f'rQ,tti 

Ambassador Kennedy to a lun-ch Or dinner in. his honour 

on ·that occasion.; 

noth Lord and Lady O'Neill .ta.skedme to comey th~j,r 

wanli!S,t greetings to the Taoise;a.ch, and !vtrs ~ Lynch and 

said they very much hope that it will be posei bl'e to 

meet them again bet'or'e too long~ 

Yours aincere,ly 

II J McCa.nn Esq 
Secretary 
Departn1ent of For'C1gn Aft'airs 
Dublin, 2 
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