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For immedi2te rele l se ---------------------

Regarding the present situation in Belfa s t the Taoiseach 
said tod ay : 

The Government' s concern abou t t he event s in Belfast yesterday 

and this afternoon has been conveyed to the British authorities. 

It is the view of the Government th at grea t care m~st be 

exercised in dealing with the pr ot ests of the minority in 

the North and that it should be ~nderstood clearly that 

the minority remain the victims, in terms of jobs and in 

many other ways, of a system which has excluded them from 

fair pa rticip ation in the society for ma ny decades. They 

are entitled to see~nd b enefi t from vigorous meas ures on 

the Dart of the authorities in the North designed to put 

an end to intimidation at their pl aces of work and residence. 

It is not acceptable th a t the Britis h Army should be used to 

suppress their legitima te protests against intimi dat ion or 

that the British Army should be drawn int6 situations, 

involving t he ris k of e xcessive reaction, iri s upport of 

discrimina t ory practice s . 
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