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Tasisesch,

As srranged by the Prime Misister of Korthern Irclend with you on

the telephoae eaclier (s afiersscn, Sir Farcld Pluck, the Cecretary (o
the Starmoent Cablnst, islephoned me at 4. 45 pom. and guve me the gist
of Ma Fdwme Minister's sonuscement in the Fouse of Commons in
Helani this afterncon ap folloes -

The Frime falster sasounced ia qulte a long speech the Government's
proposals to set up & saries of functional commitiess, three ia all,
the Helds of ascial services, esvironmental servicesand industrial
services. The ldes would be thal each wonld consiet of aine people
drawn from all sections of the Ecuse ln proportisa (o the membership
of the erties and that it would be the Goverament's lntantion that at
least two of the committess would be chalred by Opposition mewbers.
The ldea would slyo be (o make the pusts of chalrmes of these
commilions ol 2 very high and digeified slatus and they would be
rewanersisd sccardingly. Is addition the membars would slss be pald
toes for altendance on these cummittess., The intestion ia that these
commitiess would have a resi say in ke moulding of Government policy.
Haturslly, there would be cerigin cloments of Coveramnent policy that
would heve to be decided wilhont consulting these committees but,
wherever possible, the Government would skeich sul 1o these
committess the bhroad oullines of Coverament thinking on matiers
coming within ibe dalliwick of (ese commiltoos.

The followiag wosld be fenctions of theas commitiess &8 asnounced by
the Prime L4 uister -

"One of the priscipal fenctions of the commitisss would be the
considerstion of major proposals of palicy. These could be either
“ouimide” propossls such oy those conisined in the Lockwosd, Matthew
ar Wilson Reports or "luslde” proposals such as the development
programme or & hospital plan. The object would be to glve Farliamant
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& geauliae opportaaily to contribute (o the making of policy at the formative
siage., Certsin iypes of policy decision would still have 1o be taken

or ansounced without priop discussion or consulistion but wherever
posible the Covernment would seek the course of indicating the

broad laes of e thinkley ia & cousuliative decument and thus silow
Feriiament end the gensral publie to take part in laformed debate

before ronching say firs flasl decisions.

The second major function of the new comomitiess would be thal of
reviewinyg perfermance. In other words, {0 prode and assess after the
event the performance of executive funetions by the Government sad His
agenciss, In this sphere the commniilves would have as raw materisl
all razjor reports on the work asd performance of all Deparicests

and thelr agencles, including those made ia the course of an investization
ty the Parllamentary Commissioner for Adminlstration (the Dwhudsman)
and » further possidle functisca for the comwittess would be e
consideration of ceriain legislalion, daay Bilis would, no doubt,
gontiaue (o beve a Commitiee Slage hefore the whole Fouse as at
presaat bui where, for example, a Bill represented ihe Inplementation
of policy proposals already considered by the sppropriate functional
commitiee the Fouse mig consider It sensible to refor the Bill on
Commities Stage to that conicitiee, possibly with the addition of
hirther mexhers®.

These propossls would Involve the parilcipation of the Opposition in the
Honse, I would opon up 1o the Cpposition & grester degres of
participation and also on & paid basis. Iiis a res] atiampl (o briag the
Uppusition luts ths moulding process of poliey.

Sir Farold added that they realise that the Cpposition frequantly
turned 1o Dublia for advice aad his Prime Malster thought it desirable
thut they should therefors give us sn opportunity here of learaing of
the proposals az oo as possible so that we might be placed in

position of giviag any C-County Opposition members who spproach us
such advice on the proposals ag we might think fit,
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