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9th December, 1971. 

])ear Sir, 

In the light of the enclosed Statement, we urge you to 

exert your influence to ameliorate the situation. 

Yours Sincerely, 

Signed: - .Is apperuled. 



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

:: 

.ar:r:AT(EMENT ISSUED BY TEA.CEERS OF 8CHJOL-CHILDRR~ FRm1 THE 

BOGSIDE AND CREGGAN AREAS OF DERRY. 

We, the undersigned teachers, concerned for the Doral, physical, 
psychological and educationQl welfare of the children under our care, 
address ourselves to you. 

From the beginning of the present school year, the education of 
the children has become increasingly more difficult. 

We have a duty to inculcate moral standards of justice and integrity 
in children, and "Then the institutional authorities pursue an 
immoral code of' behaviour, viz., imprisonment 'without trial, torture, 
invasion of privacy and destr:1ction of private property, then this 
t a sk becomes iEposBibl o~ 

The physical -w-elfare of chilci.}:, s J1. is dcdly threatened by the incidents 
which take plae e while they <.'.1"3 0::1 their way to and from schoolo 
We f eel t hat these a~ce dlJ.e to h 'l"o facto!'s. 
The first i 2< the iI1-advj;:~0.(t ~9C'8i·::; jJ)l1:L:J.g and provocative aspect of 
mj.litary en:r.Jla c emen-cs at Blif.;h' s I:al1e and Creggan Road, thoroughfares 
which are used four tines a da y by the vast majority of the s8hool­
going population. 
The other is rJili tary behaviour; 
Troop movements seerJ. to be timed to coincide with movements of 
school chiJJ1Ten ; 
Flagrant dis:;~egard of the High';'ray Code is corm::-lon; 
Troops are cO:::J:binually over-·r eacting to relatively minor incidents 
and the indiscriminat e use of ga s and rubber bullets against children 
is frequent. 

There is a high degre e of excitability, tension, anxiety and fear 
in our children. 1\his arises froD the night-time searches by the arny. 
Friends, rel8.tives and parents have already been interned and 
brutally interrogated. Homes have been wrecked and in one instance 
an innocent mothEr ha s been killed in circumstances not yet 
investigatedQ T:0.e continuance of these conditions ensures that 
the mental pressure8 on our children are almost unbearable, 8l1.d this 
appears to b<3 o.e1j.b8::'''8,. te military policy. 

It is in these conditions that we, as teachers, tlust strive to fulfil 
our task of 8(11.1cationo Against. the background as outlined above, 
it is surely irllpossi~le to develop the mental f aoul ties of the children 
to the fUll, G'l::'d. p:c-:)a.1).ce in t:'1er.1 an acceptable social outlook; . 
in other vJ.:)::·.'clc~ , i 1i is inpQ:1Gibl e to educate Ol.D:' :t'-L.rGl.l1:'e citizens 0 

The mili t ::lj:'Y policy, as prcs ,9n"cly pursued, is frus trat:tng our work 
as teachers., 

We demand imnediate alternative action to produce a solution .. 
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