
NATIONAL ARCHIVES 
 

IRELAND 
 

 

 
 
 

 
Reference Code:    2002/8/99 

Title:  Proposals for peace in Northern Ireland by the 

Northern Ireland Civil Rights Association. 

Creation Date(s):  22 December, 1971 

Level of description:   Item 

Extent and medium:   3 pages 

Creator(s): Department of the Taoiseach 

Access Conditions:   Open 

Copyright:  National Archives, Ireland. May only be 

reproduced with the written permission of the 

Director of the National Archives. 

 

TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland



TSCH/3: Central registry records Department of the Taoiseach

© National Archives, Ireland

Telephone : Belfast 23351 
2 Marquis Street. 
Belfast. BTl 1JJ. 

30r'LGI971 22nd December, 1971 

Mr. Jack Lynch, 
Leinster House, 
Dublin. 

Dea r Sir, 

Please f ind enclosed a copy of a document issued by this Assoo,ia tion 

at a press conference t his week. 

Yours f a ithfully, 

Honorary Secretary. 
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NORTHERN IREL1I.ND CIVIL RIGHTS ASSOClAT ION 

11 PROGRfJ·~ME FO R PEliCE THIS CHRISTrJUi.S 

Tho Northern Ireland Civil Rights ~~ss ociati on beliove thc.t l asting pea c8 

and stability f or this Christoas and tho yea r s t o cono, c::'.n only cooo ,'J.bout by 

tho carrying through of tho policy outlined bol ow. 

vlo nake the f ollowing pr olininnry obsorvo.t i ons: 

1. Poace co.n only be initia t ed by tho British Govornnont . The Constliutiona l 

politica l and other anoDolies of Northorn Ire l c.nc1 QS n unit cf Govornoont 

ar o the creo.tion- of successive British Gover mlen ts; they and they o. l ono 

have the power, if they can fin d the will to prmvi do f or pe~ceful o.dvo.nce 

in Northern Irel nnd. 

2. Thor e can be no negot-iations in any shape or f or n vrith the British Govern-

nent until they give evidence ofsinceri ty by l,CTION on the r ofo:rlTJ 

pr obleo in Northern Irel and. The gr eat onphas is on "talks" i s da!'\ge r ous 

in that it suggests tha t talks a r e necessary bef or e anyone knows clearly 

what needs t o be done and whose t ask it i s t o do it ha s been evi cent f or 

OMY years, and i s Dor a so now i n tho pr esent crisis. 

Ther ef or e the British Governl.lont DUSt :-

1. Inoediate ly bring Internnent t o an end. 

2. Withdraw troops fr on anti-Uni onist c. r eas and end i nned i c.te ly the 

policy of oilita ry sa turati on a nd r epress i on of t hoso a r eas . 

3. Legisla to at Westninster t o r eoove the powors of Int ornnont fron 

Stomont and abolish the Spec i a l Pow-ors Lct in its ent irei ty. 

4. Pass legislation a t vlestninstor t o nake clear that tho Briti sh Govornnont 

do es not stand in the way of peaceful constitutional pr ogr ess towa r ds a 

united Irolahd; this v.ill entail 0. 1a.w t o have Proporti ono.l Roprosontation 

in a ll el ections, and l egislat i on tha t the politica i rights of a ll gr oups 

including those opposed t o the pr esont sta t e , a r e f,ua r ::cntoocl f r on inter­

f~ronce or suppression by anti-denocr a tic l aws. 

If the British Governnent noves i nned ia t e ly over the Ghristnas peri od 

t o oake these deoands a r eality, thoy wi ll be responded t o. T:lo believe toot 

violenc e and support f or vi ol enco will end and the civil di sobedi ence cm,pai gn 

could be wound up. 

Follov.ing these steps, a nd only f ollowing these steps a Confer once should be 

ca lled, at which r epr ese ntatives of the pec'pl e ' s or ganisat i cns Dust be pr esent . 

This c onf erence could concern itself with the poli t ical denancls . The NIC Rll. 

vloulcl present its further pr oposals t owar ds abolishing t he rO :2i'. ininG al)paratu s of 

r epr eSS i on, and elioina ting sectarianisD and discrinina tion. ( seo c ttQched 
policy docuoent). / ••••• Continuod •••••. 2 
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Pl& 8 2 

VIO r OlJont thnt should nc ti on on thi s l:r ogr .:1[1[co bo t nkon i n:l oCU L'. t oly, 

an e nd t o the vi ol ence cnn be ensured nnd the Dass ci viI di soboc~ ionco cnnpn i G'n 

brought t o a n ond. 

But 've Dust als o sta t o thnt while r o;nining opposed t o videnco , e. s vJO 

have nlways insisted, the civil disobodi ence cn:'.pn i C;n will bo oscr.k t ed , if 

tho nnswer t o ~r pr opos nls is n oc;e.tivo. 

IJe intond t o enc ourage nor e cmel ner o "' oth O(l S of 8xpr es s inp,- to t "", l .. Jithdr ntvnl 

fron the Stnt o , nnd we nl so inte nd bring inc; t ho civil c1 is obo :~ionco c ~,:,pil iCn 

into the streets in a pr ogr nm1Q of n:::. r chos thr ou C;h out Nort he r n Irol :::.ncl . 'l'hi s 

cnnpni gn will begin on New Year's Day, with a Lk.'lS S r n lly nm1 rl':',rch t o F".lls 

Park in Be lfnst. Route s nnd c1n t es f or othe r nn rches vrill bo :1nn r un cecl Inter. 
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