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Wonthernn
Tneland

Telephone : Belfast 23351

4, o0ciats

2 Marquis Street,
Belfast, BT1 1JJ.

22nd December, 1971

Mr, Jack Lynch,
Leinster House,
Dublin,

Dear Sir,

Flease find enclosed a copy of a document issued by this Association

at a press conference this week.

Yours faithfully,

Honorsry Secretary.
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NORTHERN IREBLAND CIVIL RIGHTS ASSOCIATION

A PROGRAMME FOR PELCE THIS CHRISTMAS

The Northern Ircland Civil Rights .ssociction believe that lasting peace
and stability for this Christmas and the ycars to cone, con only conc about by
the carrying through of the policy ocutlinced beclow.

We nake the following prelininary obscrvations:

1. Poace can only be initiated by the British Govermnent. The Constitutional
political and other anonolics of Northern Irecland as o unit of Governnent
arc the creation- of successive British Govermnents; they and they alone
have the power, if they can find the will to privide for peaceful advance

in Northern Ireland.

2. Therc can be no negotiations in any shape or forn with the British Govern-
nent until they give evidence ofsincerity by ACTION on the reforn
problen in Northern Ireland. The great enphasis on "talks" is dangerous
in that it suggests that talks are nccessary before anyone knows clearly
what needs to be done and whose task it is to do it has been evident for
nany years, and is nore so now in the present crisis,

Therefore the British Governnent nust:-

1. Innediately bring Internnent to an end.

2, Withdraw troops fron anti-Unionist areas and end imnediately the

policy of nilitary saturation and reprcession of these arecas.

3., Legislate at Westninster to renove the powers of Internnent fron

Stornont and abolish the Special Powers iLct in its entirecity.

4, Pass legislation at Westninster to rake clear that the British Governnent
docs not stand in the way of peacceful constitutional progress towards a
united Ircland; this will entail a law to have Proporticnal Representation
in all elections, and legislation that the political rights of all groups
including those opposed to the prescnt state, are guarantecd fron inter-

férence or suppression by anti-denocratic laws.

If the British Governnent noves innediately ower the Christmas period
to nake these demands a reality, they will be responded to., We believe that
violencc and support for violence will c¢nd and the civil disobedience carpaign
could be wound up.

Following those steps, and only following these steps a Confercnce should be
called, at which representatives of the pecple's organisaticns rust be present.
This conference could concern itself with the political denands, The NICRA
would present its further proposals towards abolishing the rcicining apparatus cf
repression, and elinminating sectarianisn end discrinination, (see attached

policy docunent). ,,,,,Continuod...../2
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We repecat that should action on this progranne be taken inmnediately,
an end to the violence can be ensured and the mass civil disobedicnec canpaign
brought to an end,

But we nust also state that while reraining opposed to viclence, os we
have always insisted, the civil discbedicnce caipaign will be escalated, if
the answer to dur proposals is negative.

We intend to encourage nore and nerc rethods of expressing totnl withdrawal
fron the State, and we also intend bringing the civil disobelicnce cnmpaicn
into the streets in a programne of narches throughout Northern Ircland. This
coanpaign will begin on NWew Year's Dny, with a nass rally and March to Falls

Park in Belfast, Routes and dates for cther narches will be anncunced later.
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