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Yhile the discusmelion which lamoted mors then three hours
ranzed over & wide and veried ficld, thds repord le
contined to the Anglo-Irich aspects. The Prime Hinister
had with him Siv Alee Douplas-Home, Sgeretary of Glale
for Forelgh and Gﬁﬁmqnwaalth Affzire, The Rt. Hone

fir Turke Trend, Secretary of the Cabiret and

Hr. Robert Armstrong, Frincipal Private Seeretary.

The Taoliseach way uceompanied by the Aubrssador.

=

In the course of & comprshensive intrcinetory statement,

the Teoclssuchiw

1. adverted 1o the disabilities under which the
minority in the Forth have exinted for ever 50
yearss

2s oxpressc. sabtisfaction with the 1ine taken in the
¢raen Poper, noted that UDY and integration ave
cut and that a retorn to Stormont, ase it wag,

&a not comtemplated

3. warmly velcunmsd the concept of an "Irish dimension®
vhich he eiressed would need to be given meeningful

gxpreaslions

4» woloomed the ddea of o Couneil of Irslomd which, hs

s2ld, shouid be streng and heve evelutiouary

B¢ maid he was greatly en*ﬁurqgaﬁ by the sizterent in
W

the Grosn lapor that any solution reached for the
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North must be acceptable to and accepted by the Republic,
Here the Taoliseach laid special emphasis on thne fact tnat

the solution reached, in order to be workable, must have

J

the support and goodwill of the Republic. He strongly

18

urged that if the White Paper would propose the stting ug
of an Assembly in the North it should have multi-party

executive;

6. Again reiterated his objections to the proposed plebiscite
and to the stark nature of the two guestions proposed.
He mentioned the pressure which exists for the helding

of a simultaneous plebiscite in the South;

7. If the plebiscite goes ahead, the White Paper should

precede it.

=

The Taoiseach then went on to inform the Prime Minister of
the circumstances of the arrest of MszcStiofdin,. The arrest
and charge of MacStiofdin would, undoubtedly, face the Taoiseach

with a strong reaction at home,

The Taoiseach adverted to the instruction given to Radio Telefis

=i

iireann to desist from interviewing members of the 1RA. Because
of the flouting of this instruction in the case of MzcStiofdin,
the Teleff{s Eireann Authority had been sacked that evening and

a new Authority appolnted. This action, too, was bound to

bring serious attacks on the Government. New legislation to

facilitate the apprehension of members of illegal organisations

is to be introduced in the Ddil on Monday. Thls legislation,

=]

if approved, will, subject to certain evidence being given.on

-

behalf of the prosecution, tend to place the onus of proof on
t

o
o
o

he accused and it will. no doubt, give rise to an outecry on
3 s 8 ¥

grounds tnat it is uncharacteristic of democratic legislation
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imiced by challienged as unconegiitutional.

Tore the Taciseach firmly underlinsd his dotoraination

not to be deflected from his resclve to deal with the

IRA because of the trouble he is likely to face Trom these
developments. e meniioned the Ipecial Court and sald

that cut of pome 130 casss tyied belore 1%, thers have bessn
103 conviations., Fe spoke of the difficulties with

which the Government is bheing faced in finding socommodatlion

for all these prisoners.

The Teoiseach finally denlt in conciderable detall with
the recent sllezutions by a large group of priecats in the
Horth that peoplo in the Catholic ghettos continmuwed 40 bve

subjected to harasoment Jud brutalitly by the armed foroces.

the Prime Fimister, in reply, weicomed the opportunity
for a talk at this ¢ime with the Tacisesch. Ye was glad
to see that theve is a ccasidersble meeting of minds
between them on many of the issues to be faced. The
BPritich Covernment now wznts to move ahead rapidly bub
they have yet to clear their mindoc on the precise content
end ¢ining of the Whits Paper. There are srouments for
and assinet the 4sosue of 4% in advance of the plebiscite.
They eve plrecdy Tirmly copmitted 4o holding the plebiscite
ag scon ag the legislative and ether procedures permit
but the timing will, naturelly, take fﬁll account of the
gecurity gituation. Eore the Teoisesch azein urged that
the ¥hite Peper chould issus Ffirst,

On the Couneil of Irelsnd, the Friwe Minister agreed that
he oould see it haoving imporiant funciions in the econcais
Ly aend focial apheres especially dn the context of the Commeon

¥arkets There could be “consultation, discussion and
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aontact™ with Dublin on the uncope of the (ouncil tut
he could not szree to "negotiction” on 1it. The Frime
¥inloter agreed later %o a siymificant advence on this

position.

The Prime Minlster exprossed apprecistion of the efforta
belag made by the Taoiseach to desd with the IRA,
recarded the apprehension of Maclitiofdin so an iwporitant
stope He wished the Taolscach well with the new
legislative proposals epd added that similar leglelation
may be vwhat is needed in the Herth. The Taciseach
expressed himself as disturbed at the tendency at this
end to continue to blame him for not doing move asbout the
IA sad the Prime Minizter indicated underetsnding.

The Prime HMinister showed conglderable interest in the
action taken in relation t¢ Telefizs Diremmn. This led

to & genoral dimcusgion on the preblems which governments
face with television snd radio services. The Prime
Minister admitted that be has hig problems too and would
wich at tines to be ghle to take the same forthright sation
against the IRC,

The Prime Hinister comsulted his pavers on the conplaints
by the priests about burassment and brutality. According
to the evidence availabls to kin, these complaints ere
greatly exmggerated. The matter will continue to be
looked into in the greatest detnll. Ivery encowrsgement
should be given to those vho have complaints to ropors
then in the proper qusrters, The Tacicesch conld feel
assured thad all complaints will be Lully cnd fopartially
investigated and aporopriate conseguentisl seticn token.
It seemed a bit Iudicrcus, however, for Father ¥ilson

to see lir. Whitelaw recently and %o miss the opportunity

. . L f{) &9
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of vutting these cowplaints befors hia.

In the course of further digeussion the Taolseach agaln
urged the nesd for an Aggonmbhly in the North with a
mulii-party exsoutive. Furthermore, diserinivation muetl
be Tinally outlaved so thet the two communities can at

lagt loarn to live and work together.

Reunification will continue to be the ideal of the
overvhelning mojority of the Irisgh people. . It i on ideal
for which thers muat be full gcope for legitimate expresslon

by the ninority in the North.

Expression should be given to the concept of an Irich
dimencion by the setting up of a strong Council of Ireland
which should have realgvolutionary possibilities. The
Paoiseach regretted that the Frime Minister could wov agvee
to nopotiations about the scope and functions of the

Council. The Taoiseach then asked whether the rrime

Minister could not at cny rate sgree o eariy nmestings
betwoen officials on both sides in order to contrilbule touwnrds
a gultable proposal. The Irime Minister indicated that ha

would agree to this.

vith great candeur and considerable force the Taolseuch,
in o concluding statement, appealed to the rrime Hinlster
to make the most of the present opportunities and to aveid
ropeating the nistakes of the past, If correet and
courcgecns decisiong ere not teken now trouble will orupt
ageit. The rostor: t*cn of peace thom could prove & mugh.
more diffiocult m&tt@?. It was vitally ensentisnl in his
wiow that the new Apsembly in the Nerth should glve the
pinority & volee in the mwuning of the avea snd that the
minority should have a pluce in its executive., It was no

less imporiant that the Council of Ireland should be

61‘»0(’&&3
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o strons one and chovld have built dnto 4t the rossibility
"of evoluiions If the risht structures are now proposed
the Taoigenoh indicuted that he will bo.prepared 1o accept
and suppert them. e will also be prepared to consider
the pousibility of handling the sescurity problem cn en

all Ireland basis.

Thae Prime Finister s2ld he welcomed this very frank
atatement by the Prouisench. He would toke particular
note of what was said and he again repeated that there
vas & good deal of common ground between them. They
should keep im olose touch 4n the menths chead &tnd he
wag alweys ready to tallk to thae Taoiweadh.

Phe digoussion ended with a brief exchange of views on

what nizht bo said tu the press.

The simogphere throushout was most cordial.

e

a7

© National Archives, Ireland



	1.jpg
	2.jpg
	3.jpg
	4.jpg
	5.jpg
	6.jpg

