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The Britis h Ambassador came to see me at 11 . 30 a . rn . 
this morning at his request . He handed me a copy of the 
Widgery Repor t which , he said , would be pr esented to 
Parliament at 3 . 30 p .m. this afternoon . He was giving 
me a copy of the Report in advance so tha t t he Taoiseach 
would have it as a matt e r of courtesy before publication . 

I toot\: El rapid gl ance at the summary of conclusions 
in the Report and conunented that, if this reflected the tenor 
of the Repor t as a whole , it would seem to be a rather 
one - sided interpretation of the events in Der1'Y . I wondered 
how those in Derry, who were fully familiar with what had 
happened, vlOuld take the report . The .. 4.mha ssador commented 
that t here wa s something in the Report for eve rybody and 
suege sted tha t when one r ead the body of the Report one 
vJould see tha tit "I<las a model 'l,;lell - documented .!. eport backed 
up by ev idence . He r eal i sed , hmvever, t (la t some people in 
Derry would criticise it as the product of a Bri t i sh Judge 
vd.th a British .Army background . The ..4mbassador added t hat 
in London ' s instructions to 1-1i s si ons abroad t h.e guideline 
was t o play down the Report and regard it a s rel at i ng to the 
pas t whic h had been overtaken by the rec ent Brit i sh initiative . 
I said tha t I woul d suspend judgment on the Report until I h.ad 
had an opportunity of readi ng it . 

The Amba ssador t hen r ef e rred to a Memo r andum dated 
t he 13th .pr il I'lhich 1-11' . Blat herwic k had handed into the 
Department about Gre enore Ferry Services Ltd . and the 
Ca r l ingford Lough Commissi oners. The .Ambassador referred 
in particular to the penult ima te pa ragraph of the Hemorandum 
and said tha t , while thi s may represent a rat he r "mealy 
mout hed lt "..Jay of saying it, the final sentence of this 
pa r agraph was intended to convey t he view of the Fore ign 
Of f ic e that pe rhaps this would prov ide an opport unity for 
join t North-South coopercition in a functional ar ea . He 
thought tha t this irJas an approac h tha t should be irJe l comed 
and encouraged . 

The Ambassador reminded me about the secret document 
which he had handed me on 5th April asking for certain 
assistance in connection with weapons which may have been 
us ed in the attempted assassination of Hr . John Taylor . 
He requested an ea rly repl y . 

The Ambassador then referred to the case of Hr . Elliott 
of the UDR vlho was kidnapped north of the Border and brought 
south across the Border . He sought maximum Garda cooperation 
in locating this individual . He said that London had 
picked up a reference in yesterday ' s Irish Times t o the 
effect tha t the G~rda! were slow t o raid homes and that 
pendi ng instructions from Dublin there i.vould be no ra i ds . 
He said that if inst r uctions from the Department of Jus tice 
were needed he hoped that these would be forthcoming. 

The jljnbassador said that he expected i n the coming days 
to be receiving instruct i ons about the reply from Hr . Heath 
to the Taoiseacrl ' s most recent message . He hoped that this 
might afford him an opportunity of havi ng a more lengthy 
discussion with the Taoiseach . I n the course of our 
interview I had a fair ly wide ranging discussion with the 
.iunbassador about the possi bili ties of maki ne progress in 
the Northe rn sit ua tion . I spoke of the importance, in 
my view , of earl y contact with Mr . Whitelaw and his officials . 
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I emphasi sed t he importance of not pl aying the I RA game by 
polit i cal inaction and leaving t he vac uum to be f illed by 
an e scalation of milit ary confrontation which vwul d tern to 
a tt ract local popular support to the I RA again . I r eferred 
to t he HcCann incident and the delay in phas i ng out internment . 
The i1llidgery Report, if it were not accepted as objec ti ve , 
would al so be unhelpful in thi s context. London and Dublin 
s hould lose no time in working out toge ther how best t o move 
f orward toward s Irish unity, t he obj ective ,,.Thich is 
incre asi ng ly being accepted by a wi der ,nmnb er of peop le 
a s the only long- term solution . 

The iunbas sador cornm.ented tha t Hr . Whi t e l aw is s till 
f ee ling his i,my with the Unionists . He ag r eed a s to t he 
desirability of ea r ly contac t wit h Mr . Yhit e law and his 
off icial s . He t hough t t r,.a t i t WO Llld be di fficult for Hr . 
~hit e law t o corne t o Dublin as yet but thought t ha t it should 
be pos sible for one of his senior official s to do so . 
I re ferred to t he importance of contact wit h Mr . Whi t e l aw 
a t t he political level and to l~r . Whitelm.J ' s o\.>m de s i r e 
fo r s Llch contact s . The i4mbassador acce pt ed tha t it v./Oul d 
be inappr opriate for t he Taoiseach to go to Lo ndon t o see 
£.11' . Uhit el aw a nd he wondered -vJ he the r the Hiniste r would be 
pass i ng t hrough London in t he near fut ur e when a meeting 
be til7e en him and i/lr . ~ihi telaw might be arranged . I informed 
t he .4.mba ssador t hat t he Nin i ster mi ght be passing t hroug h 
London on hi s way back from Luxembourg nex t IvIonday . The 
Ambassador thoug l1t thcl t it would be bette r for the l1inistel' 
to go to London to see Mr . White law t han for Mr . Whitelaw 
to come t o Dublin at the present time . The Ambassador 
expr es sed apprec i at i on of the Minister ' s speech in the D~il 
yeste rday whic h hehad al ready te l egraphed t o London this 
morning . 

As for a mee ting between the Taoi seac h and Mr . Heath , 
t he Ambassador expr e ssed t he opinion t hat t he nex t meeting 
a t t he summit must be we ll prepared i n advance as it 'iwuld 
have to deal with --big st uffl1. This pointed to the ne cessity 
for earlie r meetings with Mr . White l aw and his officials at 
the appropri a te level . 

Giv i ng hi s personal view as t o how progr ess mig ht be 
made , the Ambassador said that he had already indicated to 
London tha t he thought comp l ete integration of the North 
into the Uni ted Kingdom \<]ould be quite \vrong . He thought 
that one should work for the aboli t i on of all discrimination 
in t he North and to work towards t he creation of a new 
s t ormont whic h would have full regard to the interes ts of 
bot h communities. He said that vlhile the prorogati on of 
Stormont had been for a year in the first instance t here 
s hould be no di fficulty in hav i ng this extended until 
a ppropriate arrangements could be made. 

I referred again to the growing acceptance of our vi ew­
point that unity i s the solution and warned aga inst believing 
t hat a revamped Stormont woul d be a f i nal answer . This 
would only l ead to periodic erupt i ons of violence in search 
of unity . Furthermore, London should now be beginning t o 
recogni se tha t it i s in Britai n ' s own in t erest t o find a f i nal 
sol ut ion to the I r i sh que s t ion and they should bring 
pe rsuasion on Unionist opinion toward s t hi s end . I ndeed 
t he Unionists themselves should see tha t their days of 
specia l privilege are gone a nd t ha t they would have a be tter 
future and more influence in a united Ireland designed to 
take care of all their legitimate inte rests . 
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The .~ba ssador voluntee red t he informa tion t ha t, if 
this were our vi ew, it i s important t ha t we should out - flank 
the extreme Unioni sts bY I:JOrking on moderate Unionist 
opinion in the North and moderate Conse rvative opi nion in 
Britain. He said that , f ollowing recent events in t he 
Britis h Labour Par ty , the Conservative Government is like ly 
t o be in power in Bri ta i n for a considerab l e t i me t o come . 
One shol:l'ld not r ely on t he Conservative Party taking 
initiatives in this matte r . VIe should, be 1:JOrking on 
moderate Conservative opinion, s uch as banki ng and 
i ndustrial circles . The hi gher up the economic scale one 
1s , the easie r it i s t o get ac ceptance of a rat i onal approach 
to this whol e question, but one must not forg e t that,once 
the moderates at this l evel have been convinced , there still 
remains the probl em of persuadi ng the Britis h electorate . 
I refe rred to t rle fact tha t t here ivas gr m'ling evidence of 
ouinion in the 11 ,stahlishment " in London that a united 
Ireland il'laS accepted as the answer . Apar t from the 
s t a tements of t he two Opposi tion politica l part i e s , one had 
persona l it i es , suc h as the Duke of Devonshire and Lord 
Hountba tten , accep t ing this view. 

The Amb a ssador volunteered t he opinion that we should 
pl ay the EEC card for all it '\,vas wort h. Given t he complexity 
of t he EEC s i tuati on he thought that the re was a clear case 
fo r a j oint committee or counc il to deal \-l it h Bor der probl ems 
and regional policy in the EEC context . This could be sol d 
to Briti sh ptib lic opinion as bei ng necessary in v i ew of t he 
peculiar problems of t he North . I n time , this body could 
be expanded in its functions . 

Coming back t o his earlier remark fav ouring a new and 
restructured St ormont, t he Ambassado r said t ha t he could 
no t foresee a compl ete take -ove r of s to rmont by Leins ter 
House . He t hought that an easie r approach would be t o 
have a new Stor mont worki ng in ever-c loser cooperation with 
Dub l in wit h a joint advisory body whic h, continenta l style, 
in time woul d take on exec utive func tions . After some 
further di scussion I~rged the importance of London and 
Dublin movi ng fo rward \.;i thou t further delay in searching 
f or t he best approach t o the ul t i mate sol ution of unity . 
tve promi sed to keep in touch . The Ambassador himse lf is 
going to London on 29th Apri l for a meeting in Lond on i n 
the EEC cont ext . 
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