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Aona6 I.iJ'-Ranna~h um an tua:1s.Cffl"t 
Int~u:· ... O&pa.rtmental Unit on th 'o,rtb a,t Ireland 

... ~!!eDl:; ;'> r . O. O' 5u111e bhaln" Cnai .;. ar'l , fjep~nment of fbe .. _~ r, 

T :Qis·e·&eh 
Mr . 'R.. McOonagh 

<I M. OuVle 
M ~ . a ~ Ga l lagher 

. ,. R. Stoke s 

De- .artment of For 1"n 
ffairs, 

' ep4rtment of ''''inanee 
O&parilnent of, ,Po~~i9n 

.' f fa i Jta· 
l1e, a:rtment of Po r e i gn, 
ffait'$ 

\ 

o artm'ent vi the 
Ta-0 1s.e~cb 

De , at:.t.m~nt of POl"ei ijo 

J~ffa1,r$ 

( 
\ 

t';tWiS$·\2Q Gt fiae,nUi j.. »tJll&~ , f.o·:r: $he . Auemilx 
1(. ,h@ Ji!tlbelQ k~_~~ t ttgelt \ ' " 

/ 
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Mr . Dt\lyl~' cl:t't\;l l.,ted aw1nut~ from th. rJ pa,rtDl~nt Qf Idu-cat1on 
r~qlJe$tin9 Oep~u"tm~nt ofFlnance $ ,~nc,tlon ,or ~grant-lh-(l1d (J)f 
£5. 000 to b~ m~d$ ~v~,' ltlb.le to thf:t newly--e$tGblilJh~ Irl~h 

$~h.oQl of aCI.:.ll'fl~n,t... It was lna1,cated i n the mlnvte thrjt the 
Minist e ' for !duc;!I tlc;m had been & ,proaeh~a by t. h~ S~hQol vd:th <l 

vie"'J toobtoinLng fJ.nQ,n,;lal a s.,s! s.t anc:e t ow(l,r da J.t$ recurr~nt iHHl 

c tilpltal t1xpenditur~ f o r 1912/73 . Gstlrnat ed 6lt A!16.!J50 ,od 
£25 . 000 raep(H.:tlv,e i y. In the ,USCU$$!Oll that. fo,llowed t h 

, ' " , \ 
, oint,$ WtU;Nq* ,\'l: ;I) uf.fJth.at many ~alQple in t.he No:rth4~(t()pPOSed ttl 
ecumen.isf1l; that Pr~sbyt',u'la,n Minister&. are lipl!t on that iS$u~ ; 

, ' 

and t h.it the Chri~rtlan ahu:cehGser'e SlJ,l' 1 y in 'ti posi t ,l otl t o fund 
a re18tlv~ .1)' tnexpen$lvlI ' J'QJect which heui ,us tme \0£ its prim"ry 
,{j1ms. th~ eli mi nati on 'Cd d,lffer ence-s b~tw&.n tb()$e fhurche$ and 'the 

cr~.', .at,',·S.~ 0, 'tf,1\lre~t~r, ~pd, e~tt, a:Qdin. <i b.;,t 'il1.ten,. ' th~;,., .. I,' A\4Vi. ' Eh~to'f " th.e 5:.e cen$iwlli!'a ' i)os t ile unl~ , ~u't It wo .... J.o I;)e Inap.p;rQ,pr~a~e 0 aC~~Qe 
, i\ 

to the requ<i:\ t. \\ 

\ 
i !ll'ea ft, .qui l'ttQfl.i .fYlt:4Qlwlx. ol! hbe . Tan'~;at~, '~\ 

\ \ 
The Chalnu~n re,jd $U1. a numb4U:' ·Qf questions a,dd:resse~.\to the 

(. 

tan4iste by Markpress t0gethar wlth dra ft r~ 11ti? ~ th'6y:~,tG . Thtlf 

Un! t sU19gested >$'ome l1l1noramendments to the aU9geat~'i~~~~, li ft $ 
, ' \. \ 

in eerta.ln inst,anc,es . \ \ 
\ \ 

. \\ 
0leY1x P ., Hari:~ - SIQWCls:\ , f2i flw!Q£&(~_I,! $~s~aDG~ _f 2t:\\ 

Nollh,rn £t!l"QQ _tQj!~l . ' , \ \ 

The C. ~'halrmall .. ' i nf,or, me .. d the .. me". tin,', 9 t.hB.t ,D. - ,P,' .U.:,t Y Barte . ha,d, • .aSkX\i, for 
f1nan~ld, 1 ,a ssl st~nc;e froJti the Oovermne-nt(£3QO - i!4OQ ) i n or: er 
to finance it worth,n/hi l e ~.xercl$~ Inc:ommutlity r~latlth s a t Cl '~ teli 
.in Oon~gal in June . The Deputy had ! oiIlrQadY. assis t ed in brlrlJJ1~9 
t oget.ne-t .$t thesillfle notel on ;)1, con l dentlal. b~$i$& nUfni)er of \ 
people from th~ Shank1.11 .Roa,a an the Fa lls 'Ro<Jd i n De l fdst . The 
hotel had Qffel'ed ex,t.t'el~\Ql.y l O'W , unEtc;onomict,~.rr3s for thepv.r pos d 
o·f that e,~e.rc;l s.t nQ .)ln9) pres.uma ly. tG reacti.vate _ t 'OlJrist 
1nt,er est in flonegal ~mQn9, the people of WortheJrn .I re·land . 
Doth 9ro\.l : s hQG par tlcipated 1n a frat1k d.l ,icu'sslun lU'~ the- basis 
of 0 0 publiclty anu this conditiion had been, sel'upulouely 
r~s . ect,ed . Mr •. McOonagh ,said he had he41lrdrivdtely abo~t.that 
project and was l~d t.o bellev& . h t it was a d1re'ct teurism, 
oper.lt1on by tlrit hQ tJ. involved. Mr . Ooyl. felt that if secrecy 
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had to be pres erved. iJ I s eemed to De t .hec se" thefl the 
questlon Qf f 1nancl·a l S'U P(f),rt f rom th. Gove.ru •• nt could not 
a r :h.e. Th~ Unit felt th£lt si.nce the tnoh, eXe-rei ;le f1Ji1 ,Q a 
hilah t ouri st!c cont ent. t he matt-eX' shoul d be pursues wltb · 6r d 
iF'ai l t.e .. 

I 

j 

Th nextmeet lngQf th~ Unit wdslI'rranged f Of Mondav, 15th 
Moy. 1 72 at 10, am. 

""!i!:\r!itG .tjll 
The iaala.aen ! 

M1nlster for Forei gn. I ' }fai r s 
.r,;,nd Members. of th UnltL 
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". 
Qys_~tiQll._Q:L_f.i· n,3,ll~i.'21_"a S.,5 i ~i<?_rl~~_f 0 ;: __ :t he 

A~ .. ?_~0ll?J,Y.,_.2f_!1) e .l~.Q.E.!:J}e£n I;ri2h P~.Q P.l~ 

The Inter -De partmental Unit on the North of Itel~nd co~sidered thi s 

question at a meeting on 9th May, 1972 and agreed unanimo~sly t ha t 

the Gov ernm ent had entered into a financial commitment last year 

which would have to be honoured. In the course of the discussion 

on the subject it was suggested that before a political decision is 

taken in .the matter va rious considerations -Northern Ireland 

politic al, dom estic political and administrative - would have to 

be carefully weighed. In this connection the following points 

were made at the meeting: 

1) The Asse~bly was establi shed for political purposes and 

not for the relief of distress. 

2) The future of the Assembly was in doubt because of the 

new political situation in the North and, more 

importantly, because of the centrifugal forces at work 

inside the SDLP. 

3) The political wisdom of reactivating the Assembly at thi s 

time mi ght be questionable as it might lead to a 

regrouping of unionist elements. 

4) Would financial assistance from the Government be 

politically embarrassing to the most able and moderate 

members of the Assembly, John Hume and Austin Currie, 

having reg aid to the possibility of their being 

denounced by colleagu e s who are suspicious a bout 

co-operating with the Gov ernm ent? 

5 ) Do es the Government wish to gain a political foothold 

within the North and influence minority politics there, 

bearing ~n mind that the La bour and Official Sinn F&in 

parties are already active in both parts of the country 

( and that this fact, in some measure, accounts for 

interna l difficulties within the SDLP)? 

6) If financi.al assistance is to be given by the 

Government the following questions arise: 

(a) how much'? (It is be lieved that £ 10;000 

would cancel exi sting de bts but Mr . Hum8' s 

expe ctations a r8 kn own to be high e r tha n 

( b) there would seem to be no alternat i ve to a 

grant- in- aid which mean s that the tra nsa cti on 

would have to be done op~ nl y; 
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i f the grant-i n- a id is much in excess of 

£ 10 , 000 and is mea nt to be a onc e-and-for-al l 

cont r i but ion which woul d thu~ cover more tha n 

one year a possible administrative difficulty 

might arise with the Comptrol l er and Au ditor 

General , as grants-in-aid are design ed to 

cov er one year a t a time; 

(d) an op en Government contribution would a lmo st 

certainly evo ke oppos ition from the British 

which could be ' count ered (i) by a sserti ng our 

, right to be involved in Northern politics and 

( ii) by indi ca ting the benefit of our supportin t: 

moderate politics in the North. 

7) The Unit noted that , the As sembly had ent ertained hop~s at 

one tim e of obtaining fina nci a l su pport from the main 

political partie s in the Twenty- Six Counties and ha d had 
discu ss ions with party leaders in that conn ection . The 

outcome of these discussions was not known to the Unit but 

it was felt that th ey were unlikely t o be frui 'tful in t he 

changed political situat ion in the North . 

8) Mr. Hum e seems presently of the opinion that the Assembly' s 

role is ended but put s in the sa ver that it mi g~t be 

worthwhile to ke ep it ticking over in case the political 

picture should ch ang e aga in. In reply to a sugges tion 

that the Government mi ght now simply contribute enough to 

pay off bills - mainly a dv ert ising cos t s - he thought 

thi s unwi se as ; it would eventually emerge that the 

a dv erti s ing costs and the Government contribution 

cancelled eac h other out, 
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