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AN y*lint 04 Press Conference given by the Teoiseach. Mr, John Lynch,

7.0 fher the meeting at Cheocuers sh and 20th September bet
tThe Troiseach. tne Pritisn Pr b s13d the VWorthern JTreland

Qe Taoiscﬂc“, can you clarify one point in the statement in relation
to the ending of violence and internment? Can you clarify
exacetly what that means - were practical mea2sures discussad to

bring internment to sn end? ' ,
A, We discussed internment at great length and Mr. Faulkaer putb
forward the problems he had in relation to it. I mentioned that one

of the great difficulties that lay in the way of the path of further

progress, and especially to further discuscions wiih the elected

representatives of the minority, wes the continued operation of

internment and their inslistence that Internment must end; in other
k

words, the cgarges must be brought or persons relezsed before they can

be involvad in further discussions, That remains a big problem,

- Qe The communique suggested that all three have agreed to bring an
end to internment without delay. What erac+1 does that mean?
Ko It means, as far as I am concerned, that it should be done at

once if possibile; but recognising their difficulties, I believe that
they interpret "wivhout delay" as meaning as qulckly as ever they can,
Qe But you suggested as you came into the building that you had got
nowhere on interament?
A, I said that we had discussed internment. I spoke just a minute
ago about the difficulties that lie in the way of Mr. Faullmer and his
colleagues about the ending of internment. They, as you Ynow, have
an advisory committee set up to examine all cases of all existing
internces. Thé elected leaders of the minority in the North do not
accept this as a satisfactory way. 'They believe that people should

be brought before the courts in the ordinary way.

e Do you expect there will te an early end to internment?

. Mr., Feulkmer has said that the ending of violznece is linked in
his mind with the ending of internment. But I believe that the ending
of internment in a way that will be satisfactory to the local minority

leaders will lead very quickly to the ending of violzance,
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Qe Do you believe that th
the cause of a lasting j

2
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se talks have led in any way to further
ce in Northern Ireland?

I

A Well, you must recognise that Mr, Faulkaer and I are opposed as

o

regards the ultimate ideas. Mr. Faulkner meintains his desire, 2n
those whom he represents, to remain linked with the U.K, My desire

rem2ins that we should have a united Ireland. Therefore, these are

v]

ideas very far

n

part, Its important that people, even thouéh they .
can't reconcile theilr ideas and their views, shouid contlnue to talk:
about them, and as long as we can talk then there is some hépe, as

the communique indicates, for & political reconciliation,

R Do you see any positive room for compromise as between your two
positions?

A, - The guestion of compromise doesn't arise, My conviection is that

as soon ag the main cduse of violence disappears then that's the only

WaY e The violance is a by-product of the division of our country

~and if we can try to get around bringing people together, and as I

nave said many, many times, we won't force anyone into a united Ireland

against their will. If we can reconcile the two communities in the

North with a view to ultimate reconciliation, I think then there will

be no need for violence ever again on this basis in our country.

Qe Can you tell us anything about whether you are prepared to bring
more control over members of the I.R.A., on the Border with
Northern Ireland? Was this discussed at 211%

A, This was not discussed at any great length, because I have

ma intained, 2nd continue to maintain, that we have done, snd arec deing

at the present time, everything that's in our power to control cross-

Border activities, I mentloned again today that if there was any

doubt about our bonz-fides in this context that I would be prepared to

ask for a United Neations presence as an observer force along that

Border, but, of course, that would involve the British Government's

donsent as well., Again, there was no response to that suggestion today,

But in the meantime our forces, police and military, along the Border -

have been strengthened, It's impossible to police a 300-mile Border;

running over very rough and mountzinous terrain in many czses, to police
it completely effectively. But I think the presence of U.N., forces
would satisly people that we are doing everything we can, and as well

3+
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as that may I say that, in the debate in the House of Lords last weelk,
Lord Windlesham said, in effect, that the cross-Border activities were
minimal in relation to the scale of operation now going on in the
North of Ireland,
Qe How would you describe the attitude and feelings between yourself
and Mr. Faulkner at this tripartite meeting? ‘
Ao I think Mr. Faulkner and I understand each other. We've kmown
each other for some time, because we were Ministers in the same kind
of Ministries together; he was Minister of Commerce in Stormont when
I was Minister for Industry and Commerce in our Government., At that
time we approached everything we had to discuss in a businesslike way.
I think we could say the same for the manner in which we approached
our ﬁask today. |
Qe Could you say that your joint resolve in your communique todey
for the purpose of bringing internment to an end without delay
would be enough to justify the Labour Party in the North
joining in the process of reconcliliation?
A, I think we'll bave to take the attitude of the S.D.L.P., and the
Nationalist Party, with whom they are assoclated in this into account,
They have said as I indicated at the beginning that they required the
freeing of internees or their being charged before ordinary courts,
before they would agree to further talks. This is a difficult area,

one in whieh I hope that some means of going forward can be found.

Qe Would you urge them now to reduce the rigidity of that decision?
k., Again I am not their spokesman. I said before that I can present
the views of thé.minority community in the North of Ireland, but I
cannot dictate, nor would I try to iﬂfluence, the S.D,L.P. and fhe
Nationalist elected leaders.

Qo Can you foresee any changes in the law that would gnarantee the
minority in the North a better share of normal human rights?

&, Mr, PFeulkner mentioned publicly some time ago that he had proposals
for the extension of Parliament. I think that referred specifically’
to the increase in membership in the Senate, I believe that these
proposals haven't been fully formulated, and I am told that his

intentions are that'a paper will be published in the near future which
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would set out these proposals. These, of course, would have to come
befere the Stormont Government, but vhatever emerges from these [ would
hope that 1t would be possible for the minority lzaders to achieve a

meaningful status in the Senate, and 1f it means ultimate participation

in Government that they achleve that as a right.

3

Qe Yhat proportion would you regerd, and Mr. Faulkner regard, as
meaningful participation in the Senate.

K Well again, perhaps in relation to the existing strength of the
two communities in the North, it roughly represents 60 to 40, I
mentioned some time ago when I suggested that perhaps some form of
commission might be set up instead of Stormont that there might be 50-
50 representation., I said that at the time because in the original
Government of Ireiand Act in 1920 there was provision for a Council of
Ireland, in which the people in the South and the people in the North
would be equally represented. It was on that basis I suggested that
there might be a 50-50 sharing of power. I recognise that there ic a
difficulty in respect to the strengthof numbers of the respective
comnunities, It is again a matter for the elected leaders in the North
of Ireland to state their case and requirements in that respect.
Q. As you say that compromise is out of the question what was really
the point to the talks you've Just had at Chequers?
A, There heve always been situations in history tw which #EE® would
appear to permit of no rec&nciliation, and people ultimately got dqwn
to talk about them. We have now, after 50 years, got together, the
Prime Minister ol tuhe Government of Westminster, myself as Prime
Minister of Ireland and Mr. Faulkner in his capacity as Premier in the
North. This is the first time that this has happened in 50 years. %
think 1it's a good thing. Nobody expected, I believe, any dramatic
results from today's meeting, But the fact that we were able to
discuss our relative positions and hear each other's points of view, I
think that's a good thing and sooner or later I hope that my point of

view will prevail,
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Qe Will there be another tripartite meeting?
L., None has been arranged. As you will probably have observed in
the communique, we are looking forwerd to the meeting which I will

have with Mr. Feath which will be more broadly bacsed. It's likely

@

that this will perhaps be arranged first but 1f tripartite meetings
seem to be desirable in the future, certeinly I will have no.objection
to attending them, ‘
Qe Did Mr. Faulkner say that he considered enother tripﬁlcite
meeting would be a good thing?
A, He didn't mention that specifically but I thiﬁk T can say on his
behalf, though I can't say very much on his behalf, that he would not
object to a further tripsrtite meeting.
Qe Prime Minisfer, are you saying that 1f internment ends, violence
will cease?
A. Vhat I am saying is that T belleve, then, the elected
| Fepresentatives of the minofity would see their way to take part in
discussions about the future political development and structural
changes in Northern Ireland. In that wey the people they represent
would see them to be effective on their behalf. I believe that this
would mean that they would have more influence in present
circumstances in Northern Irelsnd and that whatever influence is now
exercised by the I.R.A., whatever support the ordinary people in the
minority give to the I.R.k., would go to the elected representetives
and that they would'pursue end be happy to pursue political means to

gain their end.

Qe You imply, Prime Minister, that.there wes disagreement between
you and Mr. Fsulkner - Mr. Faulkner taking the view that
violence must end and then he would think about internment,
and your view is that internment should go and then talks,
that violence would end?

k., I urged Mr. Faulkner very strongly that he ought te try to take

account as much as he can of the views of the elected minority leaders.

I hope he can do that, Unless he does that, the minority leaders

will find it difficult to come and talk to him, I think it is

necessary that they must be brought into the picture, tecause they do
represent one-third of the populaticn - 500,CCC people, and if they
can be seen to'effectively represent the minority, then I think there
will be a prospect of a2 breakthrough.
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Qe The British Government and the Northern Ireland Covernment

say they introduced internment because of the growing

violence during the last few months...
A, Well, that is vhat they claim, But, the fact is that after
internment was introduced, vioclence Increzsed, and I think it is
being maintained on the increased scale, So, in the circumstances,
I think internment wzs a mistake, *
Qe Mr. Lynch, are you satisfied that Mr. Faulkner Is committed

to bringing about minority representation in Stormont?

. I don't know whether he is committed to that, but I do kﬁow

from what I read, and from what he indicated to me today, in a general

way, that he has certain structural changes in mind which would involve

vider representation, I only hope that in whatever will emerge,

thet the minority -leaders will have effective representetion, and,

possibly, positions in Government.

Qe What do you think was the nost significant result of the two
days of talks?

A, Well, in the first place, you will remember that the Downing

Street Declaration of over two years ago mentioned equality of

treatment irrespective of political or religious views. Today's

statement includes me in the desire to resume economic, socilal and

cultural progress, and also, includes me in the'desire for a

continuation of the process of political reconciliation, thet we hope

will be the successful outcome of our meeting and that is important.

There is an acknowleégement of my role as head of the Iricsh Governmént

in this process.

Q. Was the Border, as an issue, discussed at any great length at
the meeting?

A, I made my position perfectly clear on the Border. I refer bhack

to the statement. They acknowledge my position. I acknowledge

theirs!. But, nevertheless, not in anyway yielding on the position

I hold.
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Qo Vas the question of a Protestant backlash discussed at the reeting?
k., Yes, thet was discussed. Nobody put forward views as to the
extent of that danger. I said it was importent to take it into account,
and I think the British Premier and Mr. Faulkner do not want a third

force outside the legal forces that at present exist,

Qe Mr. Lynch, you said earlier thet if the elected representatives o%
the minority could be brought into these discussions about the
future of the province, the influence of the IRA might lessen.

Do you think the IEA will wait that long? ,

A, Well, that's the pcint. I would like to see that achieved very,

very quickly. I think it would be very, very serious 1f for any

reason, the bringing in of these elected representatives will be
delayed, becuase it would seem to me that that would tend to gain
support for the IRE. Unless and until, the elected lecaders are seen
to be effective, and their role is acknowledged, there is a great
danger that the IBA would gain increased influence.

Qe Cen you tell us anything of what you wils be saying to the
elected leaders of the minority? -

A, I will give them a broad account of what was discussed today. I

won't, naturally, telk in any great detail because if these talks are

to be useful, any details that is discussed between us must be left
as we agreed, between ourselves. But I will give a broad account of
the attitude of Mr. Faulkner in particular, and of Mr, Heath,.

Q. Did anything haﬁpen at these talks that, in your opinion, might
hasten their return to participation?

A, I couldn't put my finger specifically or. any single factor,

But nevertheless, I think I have convinced, or at least Iimpresséd

upon, both Mr, Heath and Mr, Faulkner, the need for hastening this

process,

Qe eescee wWould it be your wish for the Opposition Parties in the
North to join in thc Maudling talks?

A, I would like to see them joining talks thatean bring their

situation forward. 4Again as to whether they would come without the

immediate or imuminent ending of internment is a matter for them, But

I think it is important that we get them talking to people. In the

meantime, they can talk to me. I hope thiey can talk to other people
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as well.and that other people will be able to make the situation such
as will facilitate their talking to them.
Qe You put an emphasis on & mecting between you and Mr. Heath
rather than tripartite talks. Would you elaborate on thati
please?
A, The meeting I had three weeks ago with Mr. Heath was an advance
of a meeting already arranged for the 2lst and 22nd October. We said
at the time that the meeting would be put back till later in the year,
because we had already met. In the meantime, we have met 2gain, with
Mr. Faulkner present on this occasion. So that meeting is, in any
event, still on. I wanted to ensure that there was continuity of
our contact, not only in connection with Anglo-Irish relations, but

because of the immenence of our application for membership cof the

Common Market being determined.

Qe How soon would you sece further tripartite talks in the offing?
A, I couldn't put a date on that, and I don't think there is any
time limit. Whether it is long or short, I would be prepared to
come and attend these talks at short notice, if I saw that there was
anything likely to come out of them - anything that would bring the

position forward somevhat.

Qe Prime Minister, will you be returning to Dublin tonight?

A, Yes, I*]11l be leaving for Dublin in ~bout an hour and a half,

Qe Did ¥Mr. Faulkner ask you to give up support of civil disobedience?
A, I have never stated that I would give support for civil
disobedience, I have never given support for civil disobedience.
Civil disobedience tekes the form - many forms = for example, the
withholding of rents, We have that kind of thing in our part of the

country as well - though not for the ssme reasons. Therefore, if I
can't condone something in my part of the country, I couldn't condone
it in another part of the country. But what I have said is thet

unless political initiatives were taken, rather then the military -
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Qo Is there anything that the two Governments can do to end the
civil disobsdieace campaign?

.

A. Well, the British Goverament, and the Stormont Goverament can do

it very quickly if they would do somelhing which would meet the vievs

w

of the minority leaders on the internment issue, For my part, I
can't dictate to, or negotiate on behalfl of the minority loaders.
¢

T think it is 2 matter mainly for the British and Stormont Governments

to facilitate the minority leaders there.
:

Qe Do you believe that the Irish problem 1s a religlons problem?

A, Well, there has been a religious content in it.  The fact is
that these two communities have been brought together by an artificial
boundary in the North of Ireland - the problem goes back much longer
than the 50 years since the partition was imposed, but its been there
for three or four hundred years now. Religion has played a part in

n

£
{6}

it, but I think it is mainly a'political problem at the present ti

Q. Taoisecch, at the last meeting with Mr. Heath, you proposed the
idea of quadripartite talks, but it appears that Mr. Heath was
against the idea of quadripartite talks. Did you press it
again on this ocecasion?

A. I didn't press it, knowing his mind on this. But I wes hoping

that if we can find a way vwhereby we can involve the minority leaders,

that the possibility of quadripartite talks can then be opened.

Qe How long can the situation in Northera Ireland continue?

A, In the situation which now exists, vhere no immediate solution
appears to be on the horizon, nobody can put & time-table on when 2ll
this will end. But I think it will only end ultimately when there
is reconclliation between the two céﬁmunities in the North, znd
between those in the North and the South of Ireland, Otherwise, I
fear that what is happening now, even if it ends socn, and I hope it
does, could ocecur again and again, It has broken out on 2 number
of oceasions in the last 50 years, and with the desire, and the right
I should say, of the majority of the people of Ireland to a united
Ireland, I think the situation could arise on many occasions in the

future, unless and until that problem has been solved.

-p
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B Did you stress the importance of having the minority leaders
& - 4 * . . K ol 4ot Ko ! b <
nvolved in political diseussion with Mr, Faulkner?

HKis I tried to impress upon him the need to accommodate the minoriily
leaders in thls respect. I think this is of crucial importance, and
unless they are accommodated in some way = so that they can taie part
in further negotiations and further discussiocns aﬁout political and
other developments in the North, I think it would be very dangerous
for everybody in the North of Ireland. I think I have impressed on

him, and on Mr, Heath, for that matter, the seriousness of the situation,

Qe How did they respondf

A, Well; they did not respond in a way that one could interpret
their views, except to say that they had a difficulty about
internment as it was now imposed. There is a set procedure on the
statute - that im the advisory committee procedure, which
.unfortanately, the minority elected leaders do not find satisfactory,
as indeed do some of those who would be involved in the proceesdings,
for example, lawyers., The difficulfy is that the proceedings are
very limited from a legal point of view, and certainly not

satisfactory from the internees point of view,
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