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DFA/50 Department of Foreign AffairsC

19th April 1973

Text of statement issued by the Government Information
Bureau on behalf of the Department of the Taoiseach.

Asked to comment on the Widgery Report into the events in Derry on
30th January the Taoiseach said he found it difficult to see how

Lord Widgery reached bthe general conclusions he did even on the
evidence set out in the report itself. In D4il Eireann on February
10th he, the Taoiseach, had called for the setting up of an impartial
international tribunal to investigate the Derry killings on January
30ths The Widgery report demonstrated the need for international
examination of the activities of the British Army in Derry on that
day 2nd clscewhere in the North in recunt years,

These matters are now the subject of an application under the Buropean
Convention of Human Rights and Fundament-l Freedoms.

The main lesson to be drawn fpom the events in the North and the now
numerous reports on them is that Britain must prepare to move, in
conjunction with Ireland, towards a geaeral settlement which would
end permanently 2nd peacefully the remaining problem in Anglo Irish
relations.
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