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Tex t of stJ.te·"ent issued by the Goverm:lent Infor u:'1.t i on 
Bur e:.'.u on behalf of the Til.Q.i seD.ch, M~' . John Lynch, T. D. 

The Government h~ve t od~y ~~de ~ p r oc l ~~~t i on bringing P~rt V of 

the Offen ses Acn i nst the St }t e Ac t U93~ i nto oper l t i on . This 

e s t r: bli s hes :]. SpecL'.. l Crimi.n '-'. l Court 2nd it i s the Gover m1ent ' s 

int enti on t o npp oint thr ee ce~be rs of the j udi c ia~l. to constitute 

the Court. Notice of the ~akinc of the pr oc l ama tion appe2r s in 

Iris Oifi giuil today. 

The Government nr e satisfied tho. t this step i s necess Cl ry on the 

gr ounds th~ t the ordinary Courts ar e in J. dequa te at the pr esent time 

to secure t he effective administra tion of justice and the pr ese rv2tion 

of pub lic pea ce and or der. 

The Act authori ses the Governnent to oake an Order scheduling the 

offences th~ t may be t ri ed by the Spec i al Cr i mina l Cour ts . Such an 

Order will be nade in the ne a r futu r e . It will be fo r the Att orney 

Gener a l t o decide in any p~rticul l r case whethe r Q person cha r ged 

with J. scheduled offence shoul d be t ri ed by the Special Criminal 

Court or by the or d i n.uy Court s . 

In additi on , the Att or ney Gene r a l is ent i t l ed , on be ing sa tisfied a s 

to cert~ in m~tters, to have othe r ca ses n~ t involvinG schedul ed 

offences transferred to tha t Court . Whil e the Specia l Criminal Court 

is ;:w thorisexi to make rul es Governing its o""n pr a ct ice Ll ncl pr ocedure , 

the ordinary rul es of evidence ~pply in pr oce edings before it. 

Specifica lly, the rul es of evidence ~Dplic abl e a r e the same as those 

appli c~ble in tri a ls in the Cent r a l Crimi nal Court. 

An appe '1 l I:tg8. inst conviction or sentenc e by the Spec i al Cri r:rJ. ina l 

Court r:rJ.ay be t "' ken t o the Court of Cr i minnl Appea le 
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