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llst Jl1lLJ..922 

Text ~f sta t eDent is sued in C ~rk ~n behalf ~f 
the To.:)is oD.ch J ,)hn _M. Lynch =T.D., c ~nc e rning 
the entry ~ f the British ~.rBY int ~ the N~ G~ 
h.r eas (3.S r ep~rt ed in the I~+sh .T ~D.Q.g ~f 1st 

l~ugust 1972) 

"When it beco.I18 ~bv i ~us after r:W E1Go t ing in Millstre e t + :l S t night 
tht:l t the British j~ r r.1Y we r o ab.Jut t ~ r erDve the barric a:1es I asked 
Dr. Hill ery, wh~ wa s with ~e in Millstree t and wh ~ had boen keep ­
ing in t ~uch with the British Anbassad ~ r over the past f ew days, 
t o arr ange a mea ting a t once f or ~e . The meet ing t ~Jk place in the 
early hours of this morning in C ~ rk . 

It appea rs tha t by this time the a r my ncti on wa s already under way _ 
I asked f ,) r 'l.nd rec eived fr ,)m the .l.nb1ssactJ r an a ssurance th'l t if 
: ogs i de il nd Cregg3.n bJ.rrico.deswere r emavGd all U.D. li . bc1rri cCldes 
would be r emoved a s woll. I als ~ a sked f ar and rec eived his assur­
ance tha t every o ff ~ rt w ~uld be made t o av oid injury t o innocont 
p e~ple and tha t the min~rity wauld be pr ot ect ed . 

lIlt was obvi ous tha t thes e barricade s w~uld have t o be r em~ved s~me­
tiDe .. Since the British G~vernl'.1e nt have de cid ed t o t ake them d~)wn 
now, I hope tha t the s ame s enoe of ur gency will be appli ed in t.ry~ 
t ~ r emove the b~rric ade s ~f f ea r and h ~ t e that exist be t ween the 
tw o carnrnunities in the Narth . 

11 I hope tha t the nxle r a t o pe~p l e on bath s ide swill c ansider the 
new situa ti on c&101y and will nat pe r mit theBselves t ~ be influenc ed 
~ r g ~aded inL) o..ny precipita te acti ~n tha,t c.Juld bring ab ~ut a 
ma st seri ~us and dange r ous situa ti ~n . If such a ma ture and calm 
appr Jach is adopt ed , this new dev el opment c ~ uld l ead t ~ gr ea t er 
underst nnc1 i ng o.nd c ~ - ~p erati on all r ound and cr ea t e a bett er a tm~ s­
phe r e f or p::,'li tica l t 2l ks , 1;lhich I ur ge sh ::ul c1 be held wi th ~)ut ", 
delay." 
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Asked if the Army wo uld set up military hospitals a l ong the Borde r 
as it had don e be for e , he said : 

"Only if nec essJ r y . On that occ as ion we had ,Jeen informed tha t J 

lot of peop l e had bee n injur ed in the De rry sce nes at that tim e 
aft e r the Appr enti ce Boys ' march we r e unwi lling or afraid to go to 
ho spita l s . It was ma inly fo r that ~urpose that we set up field 
hospita l s . \I 

Had there been a ny milit ary movements by the Irish Army so f a r ? 

1I 0h no , cert a inly not , tl sa id Ivir . Ly-nch . 

H3d he been in diplomatic cont act wi t h lVr . Whi tel aw' s office s inc e 
meet ing th e British Ambassador in Cork? - "No , I haven ' t ," the 
Taoiseach r epli ed . 

When as ked to comment on Mr. Iv an Cooper ' s vi ew t llat the mil it a ry 
ac ti on had unde rmin ed th e pos s i bi iity of poli tica l initiat iv es 
be ing tak e n Mr . Lynch sa id : "I t hin K it unwi se t o be ma king 
statements lik e that . I think the elect e d peopl e sho uLd ce rt 2i nly 
not make any eff ort or give a ny intim0tion th a t political t alks , 
a r e unlikely . I ~o n ' t believe Mr . Cooper had co ns ult a tions with 
his co ll eagues in the S . D. L. j- . in a dvance . if 

Asked if he would seek pe r so na l urg e nt co n su lt ~ tions with Mr . 
Hea th or i f Dr . Hill ery would me et N\r. r! hit e1l.iVv , he sa i d : uIn 
the first inst a nce I have directed a l l our m2mbe r s of t he Govern­
ment to withdraw fr om the e l ection compaign here . Thot ' s not to 
sa y it wo n't De continued . out I h . ...;ve su , ,mon e d Cl meeting of the 
Gov ernment for tomorrow oecause I wan t to keep - a nd I wa nt the 
Gov e rnme nt to keep - in touch wit h the situation a s it deve l ops a nd 
naturall y we will be t a king our decis ions fr om there on a s we watch 
th e situation .1 But I sti l l w(.int to indic.Jt e thcJt this is no panic 
decision . The purpose of it is t o keep in touch with the deve l op­
ments becLluse th ey mCJ Y ch ange fro m ho ur t o ho ur e; nd da y to da y . 11 

How se r i ous l y di d he regard the sit uation in th e Nort h? 

Nrr. Lynch - '''' 1 think now th e situution h3s r e.Jch e d Cl v ery serious 
point . But nevertheless I wa nt to Sd Y aga in thut there is cl new 
dev e lopme nt and ou t of this new de v e l opme nt there may be prospect 
of progress . And th er e mus t be r.Joliticd progress . I think the 
new development s a nd t he r emova l of the oarr icades cled rly indicate 
that from now on there must ue po li t i c~Jl jction ." 

w~ s he dis a ppo int ed or hurt a t not getting 0etter notification 
fr om th e Briti s h Go vernment? 

Mr . Lyn ch - HI CcJn ' t sa y I ' m hurt t:.. bout it . But I s uppose peo ple 
like t o Je t prio r not ifi cat i on a nd we would like to oe dble t o 
make our vi ews known ea rli e r on the:- ma tt er . " 

Asked if he f el t th dt a t critical times in the pas t f ew yea rs the 
Briti sh Gov ernment had a~parently i gnore d the bes t adv ice from 
Dublin a nd thci t this us ual ly h~ d J wo r se ning eff ec t on the North . 
Mr . Lynch s , ... id : IITh dt ' S true , perha ps , of t he ear li e r days in 
August , 1969 , dnd in deed e0 rli er than that when we gave them 
cert a in 0dvic e a oout th e necess it y to a void th e Appre nt ic e Boys ' 
ma r ch that really commenc ed the viol ence . We have be en giving 
them good advic e ev e r s in ce . They r eal i se tha t a s a result o f our 
advice th en a nd suoseque nt advice give n t o th ~m in re l at ion to 
happenings in th e North th at we c a n Oe depe nded upon to give sound 
advice . I think they have been li stening to us mo r e an d more . 
Inde e d , int .:iti 3 11 y, wh en Dc Hill ery went to the former Home Se cret ­
a ry, th e suggest i on wa s th at th i s wa s not our business , Jut now 
they accept that it is our bus i nes~ a nd t hey a ccept tha t we have 
'been in c l ose t ouch wi th t he s itudti on"and we huve been ful ly 
informed a ,Jo ut itll . 
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Whe n asked if he thought the pr esent s itu ation could es cJlate 
or could tak e on more se ri ous p:coportions, he siJ i d : "I hope that 
won ' t ha~pen a nd I pre f er that peop l e wouldn't t a lk ubout 
escalation at this stage bec Juse it wo uld ~ e dJngerous . I think 
that mor e than eVEr now a n/body with infl uence , may I pr2s ume to 
s a y j ournJ li sts and ot herwi se , sho ul d try t o mJint~ in a ca lm a nd 
ma ture outlook a nd tL'lnsLJte that:U1to th e populJt i on gene r -::dly. 11 

Mr . Lynch said that he hoped to di scuss th e s ituation l as t night 
with lVi r . co ri. sh on the tel e phon e J nd th a t he exp ected to contact 
Mr . Cosgr,:we a l so . "Our meeti ng will be informul ,:I t this st a ge ." 
he said , odding th ut it W,JS not his i mme J i dt e intention to meet ['Vi r . 
Corish und Mr . Cosg r ave (l c.Jround the t aD l e " in Cork . 

When I as ked hi m if he intended contdct ing Mr . Heuth or Mr . White­
l aw personally , or wheth2r commun i cat i ons throug h the amJassador 
were s a ti sfac tory a t this stage , Dr . Hill e r y int erj ec t e d and sa id : 
"Ev ents will catc h up with a ll this , who t evcr you do no'w , because 
Mr . Whit e l aw i s no'~ nl~k in g a statement " . 

When asked if the mai n reason for r ecal ling the Ministers fr om the 
by - e 1 e c t i on c a m i:"; J ig n w iJ s t 0 k e e p in t 0 u c h wit h the s it u J t ion, M r , 
Lynch said it was i nt ended origina lly to hold a Go ve rn ment meet ing 
on Wcdnesdcl Y or Thursda y . ,; It is prudent t o have that mee ti ng on 
Tue sda y now:; , he aclJed . 11 I t hink it is wi S 0 t hJt t he Government 
should come t ogether at thi s point uecause we want to be in t ouch 
with dev e lopment sll , 
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