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4th Seoterl1ee r 1972 ----= 

Rl:port in the flIri s h Times " of 5th Septern..0er 1972 of a pr es s 
conf e rence giv enOy--=rf1-eTaoEeach l'/ir. JOhn Lynch T .D., f ollowing 
hi s mee t in g in Nt un ich with--:rfie- 1ffT'ETsn -PrlD€ lVfinTIt er , Mr . 
.f d wQ r<;LljE? __ ~.tb . 

~hen he lef t the Bri tish Co~sulate-G~neral where he talked with 
Mr . Heat h , My . Lynch mode it clear immediately that he di d not 
intend to make a ny comment on the contents of the di scuss i on , 
beyond sa yi ng that they included the Northern Ireland situation , 
parti cul arly, t he Euro pea n summit and other mat t ers of mut ua l 
i nterest . 

They were useful t a lk s , certa inly, he added , and he expected to 
meet f~r . Heath aga in at the Europe an summ i t conference in Pa ris 
on October 19th 

There Wo s s ¥rnpat hy bet wee n the Brit i s h d nd Iri s h Gove r nme nt s in 
looking for a so luti on to the probl ems in the No rth . 

He prefaced his press conference , s hortly JfterwJrGs , by r e iterating 
the confid enti a l nature of the ta lk s with Mr . Hec3th , "My mee ting 
tod ay wi th Mr . Hea th ," he sC1 i d , It ",/ ,} S a co nt inuatio n of a ser ies 
of confi de nti al di scussions and consult a tions that we have bee n 
hav in g in r e lat i on to the No r thern Irela nd s ituat ion a nG, of 
course , we di scussed other ma tt ers including our pr ospect ive 
membership of the E. E. C. 

"But in so f a r as we had discussio ns today , the subj ec t matte r 
must remain con fi de ntial because i t is on Cl confidenti al ity bas i s 
tha t these discu~)sions a nd consultations can continue to be use ful. tI 

.Mr . Lynch sa i d that he d i d not get the i mp r ession from Mr . He ath 
that internment would be ended be f ore a n al l - party conference on 
th e North, il i:) u t. , if he added , Hwhat I think i s im port an t at the 
pr esent time is that the re}Jresentatives of th e two communities 
in the North of Ire land c~n come together to seek out ~re0S of 

. a gr~ement on which t hey can create mutual un derstandi ng and on 
which they can build democrac y and a fair soc iety and administ r a tio~ 

First of al l he wanted to see that no obstacle was placed in the 
wa y of holding the co nf e r ence propo'sed by Mr . Whitelaw be ca use it 
was very import a nt that both sides shoul d discu ss their problems. 
In as far as he was ab l e t o help in brin ging abo ut the conference 
he wo uld do what he dou1d . 

In reply to a question abo ut whethe r th e introduction of specia l 
courts in t he North would be an acce~taule a lternative to int e rn­
ment and a compromise making poss i ble th e conference , Mr . Lynch 
said : ,fINe have introduced spec i al courts in the Sout h a nd they 
are operat i ng wi t hin the judicial syst em and Cl fair trial is bein g 
given t o everybody . So , from our e xperi ence of specia l courts , 
they are operat i ng wel l. H 

H,~ went on : tlMy meetin .j s with Nl J:. Heath , not onl y toddY but the 
previous ones , have been dirocted towards t he proces s of reconcili a­
tio n wh ich I think is essentia l in the in teres t s of the Northern 
t reland communi t i es and in the int erests of I re l and as a whol e . 
Naturally we do not in an y Wd Y dimini sh ou~ claim to th e reunifica ­
t i on of the country, but in the first in st ance we must aim towa rds 
:tec on c i 1 i at ion and t erminat i nrJ the tragic s it Udt ion t hot exi s ts . 
That is my immediate purpose 2nd in th i s r espec t I don ' t think the 
~nionists ne e d have an y appre hensions . " 

Reverting t o th e question of i nternmen t Mr . Lvn ch said th at bot h 
th e S . D. L . P . and th e Nat i onal i s t s reg a r ded it ' a s a n oos t ac le to 
4n d 11- po rt y conf erE::nce. "llnd Cl s long as they ma i nta in t hdt 
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attitude, oDviously it ' ll be an obstacle, but I ho ~ e it wil l be i n 
some way removed . 

' lilt is not for me to s a y whethe r they shou l d ch dnqe their attitude . 
May I say ag a in thdt I om convinced tha t the conference between 
the elected representatives of all th e peopl e in North ern Ire land 

, i s necessary in th e first instance J nd unl e ss th e y con ':jet down to 
talk together the more difficult it will Dd to reach the da y of 

' reconci l i a tion\! . 

On the question of tightening control of th e Border, Mr . Lynch sa i d 
that the matt e r ha d been mention e d at a ll of his rrleetings with Mr. 
Heath and on each occasion he stressed that his Gov e rnment em plo yed 
to the ful l est possibl e e xte nt the resourc e s avail aole to it Jnd he 
thought the British Government a cknowledg ed th a t this wa s the 
~osition , Jnd th at the Border was unwieldy J nd impossible to sea l 
off completely . 

He denied th~ t specific propos a ls for increa sing security were made 
oy[vlr . He a th , li1 hav en ' t s aid that , '1 he said . ;'But he has 
reiterated from tirne to time the desirlbility , of our taking e f fec t­
i ve action aga inst I . R. A. a ctiviti e s and I'v e a l wa ys said that we 
have taken action a s e ffective as we ca n . We hJve acted complete ly 
within the la w, we hav e prosecuted off enc e s s o f a r a s th ey can oe 
,discovered and euidenc e produc ed , we hav e se t up a s ~eci J l court a nd 
's t r engt hened it s per s on ll el rec ent 1 y and t he r e have ,beE'n somet h i ng 
like 60 conviction s . We h a v i.~ cont i nu e d our su~rv e il1 3 nc e of the 
dorde r and we have don e all in our power wi~hin the l aw that. the 
pa rt of our country th ~ t we now hove jurisdicti on ov e~ will n~t be 
used a s Cl o~i sis f o r dtt dCks on th e communiti es in the North . It 

He disagreed with the s ugg estion of a British j our nalist that he 
iirej E::' cted ii Mr . He .. ..Ith ' s suggestion that the Republic was not do ing 
enough and said : :'1 only vI/ant to r e it erat e th at it is not a haven 
'for I.E . h . men on t he run ll • 

f-Je point ed out th ,i t Mr . VJn itel aw stcl t ed in th e Hou se of Commons , 
a fter meeting Provisional I . ~. A . men in London , tha t there were 
no charges ayainst them , "and these ure the men that some peop l e 
a 11 e g ear e 8 e i n g g i v e n a h a v (~ n in 0 u r c 0 un try;; . 

Some of th em had a lready bee n prosecut e d , some ha d been convicted , 
a nd others dcquitt e d . "The re is nothing within t he law that we have 
fai l ed to do to ensure th e m~intenJnce of l aw in our country and to 
~.nsure th,)t our pa rt of th e country will not be used a s a oa s e for 
mil it,Jnt activity in the ' North of Ireland .11 

Asked s pecific a lly if Mr . Heath had referped to 28 ra i ds across 
the Border on 28 days in nugust dS Cl basis for strengthening t he 
watc h on the Southern side of the Bor der ( d S waS stated at the 
British briefiny ), Mr . Lynch repeated that he was not pre~ared 
to disclose the details of his discussion with th e British Prime 
Minister , which he sai d, once more , were confi denti a l , and that 
was the 0Jsis on which they could De most useful . In any cas e , he 
~as not sure i n what way the figur e had bee n c orn~ ut e d . 

Replying to Cl question about the r evel a tion in l as t Sunday ' s Observer 
by Maria McGuire , about dissension among ~rovisional I.R . A. men , 
Mr . Lynch said that his Government and th e British Government were 
aware "to J l i mited extent" a bout the diff e r e nces but l ea rned 
about them only Cl short time before puolication . 

" It i s Cl tIe a s t we 1 corn e it , he 8 dd e d , iI t h Cl t m ~: i n b e r s 0 f the Pro v is i on Cl 1 
1 . R. A. are now seen to publicly dissociate th ems e lve s from that 
so r t of campa ign . If th at indicates a we ~ k e ning in th e intention 
to carry on that ccHnpuLJn , then I would we lcom e it . 91 
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Fina lly , t o 3 j ournal i s t who h~ d ju st come from t he British 

bri efi ng , ~nd ds ked him to SJ Y wheth er or not s0eci fic pro pos~ l s 

we r e made 0y ~r . He ath fo r dea lin g ~ith the I . R. A. in th e Republi c , 

NI r. Lyn c h s ,J i o : "1 don ' t think it ' s a ccurate t o SJY th<...lt Mr . 

Hea th made spec ific proposa l s to me 0 S to cra ck down on the I.R . J-\ . 1I 
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