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Press Release 

Asked to cotmnent on the SDLP d ocument " Towards a New Ir e l and " 
the TaoisGach , said that t he proposals 9ut forward by the 
SDLP accord with the view of the Government th a~ i t is futile 
to try to obtain a political se t t l ement j.n Northe rn Irel and 
whi~h f a iled to r e s oond adequa tely to the desire of the great 
::la jorlty of t he Irish people, including 3. ve ry substant ial 
~llinority of t he people of Nor t hern Ireland , to achieve Irish 
unity, by agr ee ·~.:nen t, in i nde ;)endence . He had expre s se d t hi s 
vi ew publicly on ~any occasions as well as in hi s discussions 
vIi t h the Br i. t ish Pr ime Hinis ter and other s ; t he r e c an be 
no r e .'3. listic advan ce t OliJar ds oernanent Deace in tbe North if 
the vie ws of up to 40% of t he· po~ulQtio~ there on this vital 
;:Ha t ter c ont inue to be=; i gnor ed • At t he S2.111e tL,1e , he said? 
t he SDLP pro posals indicate quite correctly that t he ';v ay 
forivard i s by peaceful mean.s , by discussi on and by t he cre at i on 
of i nte ri m inst itutions . 

The Taoiseach said tha t he had also re a d with i n t e rest t he 
pr o})osals and sug '; estions made by other politic a l parties and 
organisat i ons in the North and had noticed that in most cases 
t he idea of closer intra~Irish link s had been put for"vard . 

He said that t he GovermJent are pr enar ed t o enter into the 
ne cess ary negotiat ions ",/ith t he Brj.tish Government and with 
t he polit ica l l e ade r sh i p s of bo th c om2lmi tie S in t he Nort h in 
a s Dirit of frank exchan~e and mutua l assis tanc e o He be li eve d 
that t he r equired statesmanship will be found arnong all those 
con cerned, including t he Opposition Partie s here and in Britain , 
t ,~, '3nable t he a c hie·vemen t of he.rmany in t he North, in Ireland as 
a ,' ho l e and betliJeen t he new I reland and Br i tain. 
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