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.5. t II J 1J.i 10 ..1.22 /.. 

Rep .) rt in thG Ict:olL..I.i.;.~." s of 6th June 1972 
of st , tooents ~ldo in Derry by Mr . Willi~o 
WhJ..t(;Lljili ... J1.~P. Brit i sh Secre t l ry ;)f St ~t-;­
f or Northern IrulBnd, ~ftcr ne~ ting vari ) us 
gr oups in the cours e of 1 visi t t ;) Derry . 

------

I CJ.i"1e t J L; nd onde rry this ::f t e r n:J :Jn cnd I h:we s een v ".ri ;)us pejple . 
I r~c~ iv ed first Jf ~l l the Cr aggnn lnd BJgside WJnan wh~ hnd D 
petltl on for palCG . They pr Jduced a pe tition with s~ne 13,700 
s i gn \ tur~s ;)n it . I then S.'lW the Bogside CoruClunity Ass oc i Ctt i on who 
DBde v~rl ~US r e pr c sent~ ti Jns t o De, which I list unJ j t o 2bout social 
and r acreat i ;)nn1 f ~ . iliti e s, in which th uy hqve 0 c ~nside r ".bl e 
int er est . Londond Grry Deve1;)prh.mt COml'lissi on is c onsidering thes e . 

I then saw the tr l.de rs wh ) r epres ent ed t o 1'1(; t!wir gr av e wJrri e s 
abou t the bOMbing ~nd the effect I n their tr~de ~nd tha security 
positLm ) nc1 I [y\ve c :;nsider ·l b1e sympathy 'lith the position they 
put t o nG . 

I then saw the Lond ~nderry br , nch of the LOY11ist W)rkers ' who ~g nin 
put to me their str Jng fe elings about the sccurity situ) tlon ~nd . 
a ls ;) r epea t ed to f1 0 th2t they g r 2 ~ tly ob j ~ ct 8d t J the ~arch on 
Slturd2Y h~ving been bqnn od fr :Jo this side cf th", ri~er . I expl ~ined 
oy r e~ s ons f J r hnving that b ~n in the i nte r ests of security . S:J I 
hava seen ·'. very wi de c r os s - s ecti -:;n of PGJpl e f r In Loncbnder ry . 

The Sec r atn ry :J f Stnte s ~ id th , t SODJ of the mee tin~s had been mo r e 
friendly th '.n .J thers . He .3.dded : "I s h.)uld !'l ·'.ke it cle".r th ,.t they 
".11 h,d diff e r ent p ~ ints ,J f view t ,J put t o 28 , which they l i d , in 
S,Ji:le c ~. ses very str :mgly . I :--.p preci 1.t e thGir fGe l in;;s 'lnd w"s gl :1d 
to have nn opportunity t o hear th8i r p.)i nts -o f vi ew . " 

In f :lct, tho only ,Jne of Hr . 'Nhl t e law ' s n80 ti ng s with the various 
gr ,Jups in whic h teope rs quite obvi Jusly sear ad t o have r un high 
was tha t with the deleg3ti,Jn fr ,J~ t he l ocal branch of tho L . ~ . W . 
Th8 membsrs ,J f this del ega ti ,Jn, l ed by their chair!'lan , Mr . Gl enn B ~rr, 
eoer ged fr ,Jo t he r ooo in whi ch the maJ tin~ s wer e hold in an obvi ,Jusly 
diss a tisfi ed ~Jod . 

Hr . Whit e l aw, who earli er in BelL:st had r eceived 0. peace petiti.:m 
or ganis ed by women in the Anders ,Jnst own a r ea ,Jf Belfns t, ~bvi ously 
WelC 01:1ed the De r ry w,Jl'l(jfi ' S p08. ce pet iti Jn . "I cert 't inly vlolcJL1C ve r y 
l'luch the l a r ge nU!"-1be r of s i gno.tures whi ch the W000n fr xl Cr eggo.n .9.nd 
B,Jg sida brought t ~ nB . I thanked thee f Jr the wo rk they o. r e d ,J i ng 
fJr peace and sa id tha t a ll Jf us wh,J wanted peuc e oust work t,J go th o ~ 
to th".t 0 nd," he sa i d . 

I r eg3. r d i t as a very c Jns ider abl e oxpr ess i on ,J f opini.Jn in n very 
sh Jrt ti!'le . They have been 3. v (: ry short th10 d;; ing this .1n ~1 I think 
it is a ve r y sisnificnnt developosnt and tha t it will be wide ly 
reg :'.rded a s such . They He :lsking for'.n end of vi Jl ence o.nc1 f,Jr 
peac e , and I think tha t provided enJ ugh people l'lak e their f eelings 
str Jngly enough felt , this Vl ill happen . If the C,JF1;:lUnity Dnke thei r 
f eelings f elt l i ko this, th8y a r e bound t o have a vary str Jng and 
c Jnsiderab l o eff ect on th0 c h3.nces of securing poace . " 

The mel'lbe r s ,J f the W~l'l8n ' S c ommitt Jo said aft er their meo t ing tha t 
they wou:;'d c .Jntinue t o seek addition,l signa tures for the pe tition 
in t he c ,Jming days . They wJul j cJncentr3. te In d,Jor - to - do ,J r visits t,J 
obt~in tha si gn3tures of J ld - age pensi oners j ge Jpl e who we r e sick , 
;).nd people I n shift w,Jrk ~Ih .) rJ ~ght not have been at.l. t o siGn i t l :'.st 
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week . Thuy ind i c e t ~d t h~ t fivu p r oni nent ne~burs ~ f the P r ov i siJn~l 
L R. /i.. i n Derry, inc luding th ll O.C. Dorry COl'li!lanc1 . Mr. Mar tin 
McGuinnuss, ".nd thG adjut ".nt of the C Or1r.:1,' nc~ , Mr . Scan Kucnnn, h.,d 
s i Gn0 0. the potitLJn, '"J.ddin,,~ "ft a r their nc:nes th8 ln r ds "P .J::\C8 with 
justico ." 

The r e was SODe c onflict be twe en the wco.Jn ' s vursi on ef wha t their 
petition was ab .~ut and Mr . w:"2 i tcb.w ' s. He Sili.l th .~, t it "I.'lS " Cl 
po t itL)J1 f or 8.n cJ nd t o vi:Jl enc a - full stop . " The vI Cr.:1 Jn , on the 
other h~nd, cl, i Med thl t they WJ r e s e2king an end t o violenc o , but 
on the b~sis ~f c 'r t a in da~lnds . 

These wo r e '-1n end t :> int-=rnMun t , an ,\1:1n2S ty f or po l i tic ::>. l pr is :)J1e rs 
1nd ,"1;)n on th .l run, th u wi thdr a14.l1 ) f t r oops t o the ir b., r r ncks, '.'.nd 
a pr,:>r,lis e tb :t th0 Ar MY and ::i . U. C. w:mld n:>t -.;nt or the B:Jgsidc :lnd 
Cr e ggnn while pol i ti cl l negot i~ti Jns "l ur e c "l rri ad :In , f t or the 
c e ssat i on :Jf vi ol ence . 

They r.:JC\da it clelr thnt they wa r u a s d~ t 8 rnin0d 3 S ev er t :J obt~ n 
"n dnd t o ~h 8 v i :J l 8nc e t o a ll:Jw the se neg:J t .i n. tions t:J tnke pl .1ce . 

Mr . Whitelaw, l t i\ press c :Jnfercnce aft er the Mee tings strJn~ly d eni ed 
r ecent suggesti ons thlt he n i ght hav8 bo-.;n s ocr8tly in t:Juch wi th 
the Pr ovis i :Jn:,l LR . A. e ither Jir Gctly :J1' thr :)u::;h int lJ r j'00d i .o.r itls, 
or tl1 '\ t he i nt ended t :J cl;) S:J eV3n if the v i c l e nc e elnded . " I c:,\nn:Jt 
f oresee neg,") ti.:1t i :Jns wi t h them , ev -.; n af t ur the vi ol"nc o has st::lpp ec1 , " 
he nss or ted . Ne ithe r did ho envis ·'.g e l1eg} t L1.tLlns t'l!dng pll.\cc t :J 
s ocur G p e~c e withi n the c:Jnt ex t :Jf ~ 32 - county Ir ;) l a nd . 

He pointed :Jut tha t the t e r ms of hi s appo intMent had m~de it clear 
thD. t Nor thern I r e l and vJJuld nGiler c ca s e to bG Cl po.rt of thG Uni t ed 
KingdOM without the consent of the m~jJrity J f its peopl e. 
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