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DFAISD“ <]z Department of Foreign Affairs
ot Junc 1972

Report in the Ipish Times of 6th June 1972
of stitements made in Derry by Mre Williom
Whitelaw M.P. British Secret ry of State
for Northepn Ircland, after neeting vgrlous
groups in the eoursée 5f = visit to Derry.

I came to Londonderry this afternson and I have seen various pedples
I received first of all the Creggan nd Bogside women whe had a
petition for peace. They produced a petition with some 13,700
signitures on it. I then saw the Bogside Community Association who
rnade various representations to me, which I listcnced to :bout soclal
ahd pecreatlonal faeilities, ln which thuy have a considerable
interest. Londonderry Development Commission is considering these.

I then saw the traders who represented to me¢ thelr grave worries
about the bombing and the effect on their trade and the security
position and I have considerable sympathy with the position they
put to ne.

I then saw the Londonderry branch of the Loy»:list Workers'! who again
put to me their strong feelings about the security situntion and '
also repeated to me that they greatly objeeted to the march on
Sxyturday having been bannzd from this side of the river. I explained
ny reasons for having that ban in the interests of security, So 1
have seecn » very wide cross-section of people from Londonderry.

The Secratary of State said that some of the meetings had been more
friendly than others. He added: "I should mhke it clenr that they
~11 hnd different points of view to put to me, which they did, in
some cnses very strongly. I nappreciste their feelings and was glad
to have an opportunity to hear their points of view."

In fact, the only one of Mr. Whitelaw's mectings with the various
groups in which tenpers guite obviously scemed to have run high

was that with the delegation from the local branch of the L.A.W.

The members of this delegatisn, led by their chalrman, Mr. Glenn Barr,
energed from the room in which the meetings werc held in an obviously
dissatisfled mood. _

Mr, Whitelaw, who earlier in Belfast had received a peace petitiosn
organised by women in the Andersonstown arca of Belfast, obviously
welconed the Derry women's peace petition. "I certainly welconc velry
rmuch the large number of signatures wiailch the wonen from Creggan and
Bogside brought to me. I thanked them for the work they are doing
for peace and said that all of us who wanted peace rust work together
t5 that end," he sald.

I regard 1t as a very considerable expression of oplpish in o very
short time. They have been a very short tine doing this and I think
it is a very significant development and that 1t will be widely
regarded as such. They are asking for nn end of violence ahd for
peace, and I think that provided enough people make their feelings
- strongly enough felt, this will happen. If the commnity make thelr
feelings felt like this, they are bound to have a very strong and
considerable effect on the chances of securing pcaces”

The members of the women's committee sald eafter thelr meeting that
they would continue to seek additional signatures for the pet@t@on
in the coming days. They would concentrate on door-to-door visits to
obtain the signatures of old-age pensloners, people who were s@ck}
and people sn shift work who might not have been akde to siegn it last
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weeks They indiecated that five proninent members of the Provislonal
I.R.4. in Deprry, including the 0.C. Derry Command. Mr. Martin
McGuinness, and the adjutant of the command, Mr. Scan Keonan, had
sizned the petition, adding after their namos the wards "pcace with
+ 3 4 1

justieca.

There was some conflict between the women's version of what thelr
petition was about and Mr., Whitelaw's. He said that it was "a
petitisn for an ¢nd to violenee - full stop." The women, on the
other hand, claimed that thoy wore secking an end to violsence, but

on the baogls of copbaln demandss

These were an end to internament, an amnesty for political prisoners
and men on the run, the withdrawal of troops to thelr barracks, and
a promise that the Army and R.U.C. would not enter the Bogside and
Creggan while political negotiations were carried on Wfter the
gessatioh of vislence.

They made it clear that they were as determined as ever ta SbtEl n
an end to the violence to allow these negotintions to take place.

Mr, Whitelaw, at a press conference after the mectings strongly denled
recent suggestions that he might have been sceretly in touch with

the Provisional I.R.A. either directly or through intcermedinries,

or that he intended to do so even if the vislence ended. "I canndt
foresee negotiations with them, even aftor the vislence has stopped,”
he asserted. Neither dld ho envisige negotiations taking place to
sceure peace within the context of a 32-county Ircland.

He pointed out that the terms of his appointment had made it ¢leay

that Northern Ireland would newer cease to be a part of the United
Kingdom without the consent of the majority of its people.
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